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THE  CHURCH  MONTHLY, 
For  1863. 

Many  having  complained  of  the  inconvenience  of  the  former 
shape  of  the  "  Monthly,"  for  mailino^,  reading  and  binding,  we  have 
changed  to  the  usual  magazine  size,  giving  sixty  octavo  pages  in  each 
number,  instead  of  thirty-two  pages  of  the  other  form. 

The  Table  of  Contents  of  each  number  will  give  the  name  of  the 
author  of  each  article,  except  in  cases  where  it  may  not  be  desirable, 
or  not  known. 

The  "  Monthly,"  for  1863,  will  be  edited  by 

Rev.  F.  r>.  HUNTINGTON,  D.  D.,  and 
Rev.  GEORGE  M.  RANDALL,  D.  D., 
assisted  by  many  of  the  best  writers  in  the  Church. 

As  tbis  is  now  the  only  Episcopal  magazine  in  the  country,  we 
hope  to  receive  the  co-operation  and  support  of  all  interested  in  the 
extension  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  our  land. 

All  are  invited  to  act  as  Agents  in  obtaining  the  names  of  sub- 
scribers in  their  vicinity,  at  the  following  club  rates: 

One  copy,  for  one  year,  |3  00 

Two  copies,  for  one  year,   5  00 

Five  copies,  for  one  year,  11  00 

Ten  copies,  for  one  year,  20  00 

($2  per  year  to  Clergymen.) 

THE  CHRISTIAN  WITNESS 

AND 

CHURCH  ADVOCATE. 

This  long  established  Church  paper  of  New-England  will  here- 
after be  published  by  us.    Subscription,  $3  a  year. 

$2  per  year  to  Clergymen  and  Theological  Students. 
For  one  copy,  two  years,  paid  in  advance,...  .$5  00 
For  two  copies,  one  year,  to  one  address,. ...  5  00 

For  five      "         "         "  "   11  00 

For  ten      "         "         "  "   20  00 

And  at  the  same  rate  for  a  larger  number,  payment  made  in  ad- 
vance. 

Specimen  copies  sent  on  application. 

E.  P.  BUTTON  &  CO., 
Church  Booksellers  and  Publishers, 

1C6  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Subscriptions  received  by  J^MICS  DPOTT, 

5   Cooper  XJnion, 

{Fourth  Avenue  and  Eiglih-street^  JV.  F.) 
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[Bev.  Mr.  Johnson,  to  the  Secretary,] 

Stratford,  Nommler  20th,  1729. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  am  very  thankful  to  the  honourable  Society  for  admit- 
ting Mr.  Dwight  into  their  service,  though  I  could  have  been 
glad  had  he  been  fixed  somewhere  else  in  E'ew-England,  par- 
ticularly since  Brook-Haven  was  supplied  before,  (and  I  hope 
to  their  content.)  We  are  all  sorry  that  he  had  not  been 
placed  at  Providence,  where  it  is  to  be  feared  not  only  the 
interest  of  the  Church,  but  even  all  sense  of  religion,  (what 
little  there  was  of  it,)  will  in  a  manner  be  lost,  by  means  of 
the  bad  character  and  vile  behaviour  of  the  person  who  is 
missionary  in  that  place,  and  upon  whose  account  the  Church 
is  sadly  dishonoured  and  we  are  all  filled  with  shame  and 
confusion  of  face. 

I  find  in  the  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Society  last 
year,  mention  made  of  a  salary  for  a  school  at  Stratford,  but 
have  never  received  any  letter,  or  otherwise  any  intimation 
from  the  honourable  Society  about  it ;  which  makes  me  fear 
there  was  some  mistake  about  the  matter.  However,  though 
I  should  be  very  thankful  if  there  was  a  salary  appointed  for 
that  purpose,  and  there  is  great  need  of  it,  yet  since  we  want 
ministers  more,  of  the  two,  than  schoolmasters,  I  would  not 
desire  that  the  providing  for  a  school  should  stand  in  the 
way  of  providing  for  missionaries,  and  particularly,  not  only 
Mr.  Caner  stands  in  need  of  an  augmentation  of  his  salary, 
but  there  is  ISTew-London,  in  this  colony,  and  "Westerly,  in  the 
Narragansetts,  (in  both  which  places  they  have  built  and  are 
finishing  very  handsome  small  Churches,)  that  are  in  great 
necessity  of  ministers,  and  I  have  this  summer  visited  them, 
and  find  a  good  prospect  of  great  increase  to  the  Church. 

Besides  which  places,  I  have  not  long  since  visited  the 
people  on  Connecticut  River,  and  find  a  considerable  num- 
ber who  are  subscribing  towards  a  Church  at  a  town 
called  "Wethersfield,  where  there  is  likely  to  be  a  flourishing 
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colony,  and  will  need  the  honourable  Society's  assistance.  1 
likewise  still  continue  frequently  to  preach  at  New-Haven, 
Kipton  and  E"ewtown  with  success;  though,  at  the  last  of 
these  places,  it  must  be  confessed  that  the  Dissenters  have  of 
late  got  the  advantage  of  us,  partly  by  the  craft  and  assiduity 
of  their  teachers,  and  partly  by  means  of  the  removing  of  a 
considerable  man  of  our  Church,  (whose  influence  used  to 
be  great  in  that  town,)  from  thence  into  New- York  govern- 
ment.' 

The  Church  here  at  Stratford  has  of  late  been  unhappy  by 
means  of  a  foolish  contention,  that  has  sprung  up  among  my 
people,  to  the  great  hindrance  of  the  growth  of  the  Church, 
and  has  given  me  a  great  deal  of  trouble.  However,  I  have 
had  some  success,  having  baptised  one  adult  and  twelve  in- 
fants, one  of  which  was  native,  and  admitted  six  to  the  Holy 
Communion  since  last  April,  otherwise  my  notitia parochialis 
stands  much  as  it  did  in  my  last. 

Sir,  yours,  &c.,  &c., 

Samuel  Johnson. 


{The  Churcliwardens^  c&c,  of  WalUngford  to  the  Bishop  of  London.} 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

We,  the  Churchwardens  and  parishioners  of  Wallingford 
and  the  adjacent  parts  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New- 
England,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  duty  to  your  Lord- 
ship. 

We  are  a  Church  but  newly  planted,  and  however  content 
we  are  at  present  to  have  the  service  of  the  Church  only 
once  a  quarter  by  a  minister,  on  every  Lord's  day  besides 
we  perform  the  service  as  far  as  is  proper  for  laymen ;  but 
in  that  part  we  are  something  deficient  for  want  of  sermon 
books,  &c.,  which  we  cannot  easily  procure  in  this  country. 
We  are  sensible  the  Keverend  Theodore  Morris  cannot  leave 
his  other  parishes  oftener,  yet  we  hope  God,  in  his  providence, 
will  so  order  it,  that  we  may  at  last  be  oftener  attended ; 
there  are  many  ready  to  join  in  our  communion,  and  have 
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nothing  to  object  to  it,  but  our  having  service  so  seldom  by  a 
minister.  We  greatlj  rejoice  that  we  are  assisted  in  learning 
to  know  which  is  the  true  Church  of  Christ,  and  the  manner 
how  we  ought  worship.  But  with  melancholy  hearts  we  crave 
your  Lordship's  patience,  while  we  recite  that  divers  of  us 
have  been  imprisoned,  and  our  goods  from  year  to  year  dis' 
trained  from  us  for  taxes,  levied  for  the  building  and  sup- 
porting meeting-houses;  and  divers  actions  are  now  de- 
pending in  our  courts  of  law  in  the  like  cases.  And  when  we 
have  petitioned  our  governor  for  redress,  notifying  to  him 
the  repugnance  of  such  actions  to  the  laws  England,  he  hath 
proved  a  strong  opponent  to  us ;  but  when  the  other  party  hath 
applied  to  him  for  advice  how  to  proceed  against  us,  he  hath 
lately  given  his  sentence  "  to  enlarge  the  goal  and  fill  it  with 
them,"  (that  is,  the  Church,)  But  we  supplicate  both  God 
and  man  that  our  persecutors  may  not  always  prevail 
against  us. 

And  now,  that  God  may  bless  your  Lordship,  and  the 
charitable  endeavours  of  the  honourable  Society,  and  enable 
them  to  send  more  labourers  to  a  harvest  truly  plentiful,  is 
the  sincere  prayer  of 


Your  Lordship's 

Most  dutiful  and  obedient  servants. 


Ebenezer  "Wainwright, 
Shadeack  Seagak, 
John  Bellamy, 
Thomas  Dewlittle, 
"Waitstill  Abinathee, 
Aaeon  Tuttle, 
Phineas  Ives, 
Matthew  Bellamy, 
Ebenezek  Blakeslee, 
Enos  Smith, 
John  Meky, 
Thomas  Williams, 
George  Fishee. 


140 


CHURCH  DOCUMENTS. 


l^InhalUants  of  New- London  to  the  Secretary. 1 

April  ISth,  1730. 

Reverend  Sir, 

"We,  the  underwritten  inhabitants  of  New-London,  Groton, 
and  other  places  adjacent,  having  once  and  again  petitioned 
the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign 
Parts  for  a  missionary,  beg  leave,  by  you,  to  renew  that,  our 
most  earnest  request. 

"We  have,  at  a  very  great  expense,  erected  us  a  Church, 
which  (unless  when  Mr.  McSparran  visits  us)  continues  shut 
up,  to  the  derision  of  its  enemies,  but  to  our  great  grief  and 
discomfort,  with  this  only  abatement,  that  it  stands  a  monu- 
ment and  witness  for  us,  how  earnestly  we  desire  the  blessing 
we  now  pray  for. 

Mr.  Samuel  Seabury,  a  gentleman  born  and  bred  in  this 
country,  goes  home  recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  Bishop 
of  London  and  the  Society,  by  the  clergy  here ;  therefore,  he 
may  be  sure  of  a  welcome  reception  in  what  vacancy  soever 
he  is  sent  to  fill  in  JSTew-England,  where  he  is  known,  so  we 
beg  (with  all  the  importunity,  the  utmost  necessity,  and  most 
earnest  desire  of  a  Gospel  minister  among  us  is  able  to  in- 
spire) our  destitute  condition  may  come  in  remembrance  at  the 
Board,  when  that  gentleman  applies  for  a  mission. 

We  are,  Eeverend  Sir,  &c. 


[Jiev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Secretary.^ 

Stratford,  New -England^  May  Uh,  1T30. 

Reverend  Sir, 

This  comes  to  the  honourable  Board  by  Mr.  Samuel  Seabury, 
who  has  been  educated  and  graduated  in  the  colleges  in  this 
country,  and  has  led  a  sober,  virtuous  and  studious  life,  and 
now  heartily  embraces  the  principles  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
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land,  and  is  sincerely  well  affected  to  the  present  govern- 
ment, and  desirous  to  devote  himself  to  the  service  of  the 
honourable  Society ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  but  if  they  shall  see 
cause  to  employ  him,  they  will  find  him  faithful  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duty  wherever  they  shall  please  to  send  him. 
There  are  several  places  here,  in  New-England,  that  much 
need  to  be  supplied,  particularly  Providence,  Westerly  and 
New-London,  in  either  of  which  he  is  well  known,  and  will 
be  very  acceptable. 

I  have  visited  several  ]3laces  in  the  government,  since  my 
last,  and  find  a  growing  disposition  toward  the  Church, 
particularly  at  Greenwich,  where  the  Kev'd  Mr.  Canes  hath 
laboured  with  good  success ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  good 
prospect  that  the  whole  parish,  which  never  have  had  any 
minister  of  any  denomination  settled  among  them  there,  will 
come  into  the  Church. 

Nothing  remarkable  has  happened  in  my  parish  since  my 
last ;  one  family  has  been  added  to  our  number,  and  one,  like- 
wise, has  removed  from  us  into  New- York  government.  I 
have  reason  to  fear  that  my  last  letter,  of  November  15th, 
miscarried,  and  therefore  I  have  set  down  my  Notitia  Paro- 


chialis. 

1st.    No.  of  inhabitants  in  this  town,  270 

Families  of  which  belong  to  the  Church,   53 

Beside  those  that  belong  to  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages. 

2d.    No.  of  the  baptised  since  the  mission  here,  250 

Of  which,  this  year,  were  baptised,   20 

Of  which  one  only  M^as  adult. 
3d.    No.  of  communicants  here  in  the  neighbourhood,.  89 

Of  which  were  admitted  this  year,   9 

4th.  No.  of  professors  of  the  Church,  about  200 

Beside  many  in  the  neighbouring  towns. 
5th.  No.  of  heathens  uncertain,  because  of  their  fre- 
quent changing  their  habitations. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir,  &c.. 


Samuel  Johnson. 
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[Bev.  Mr.  McSparran  to  the  Secretary.} 

Narraganselt^  May  20, 1730. 

Eev.  Sir, 

Mr.  Samuel  Seabury,  at  whose  Lands  you  will  receive  this, 
was  educated  at  the  seminaries  of  learning  here,  and  did,  for 
some  time,  preach  to  th^  Dissenters,  by  whom  he  is  well  re- 
ported of  for  a  virtuous  conversation.  He  has,  for  some  time 
past,  conformed  to  our  Church,  and,  manifesting  a  desire  of 
going  upon  the  Society's  mission,  I  thought  it  became  me  to 
encourage  a  pei^son  of  his  merit  by  recommending  him  to  the 
Society's  notice.  The  place  of  his  birth  and  most  intimate 
acquaintance  is  Groton,  in  the  neiglibourhood  of  New-London, 
which  I  thought  proper  to  observe,  in  hopes  that  it  might 
prove  an  inducement  to  determine  his  mission  to  that  place, 
where  a  minister  is  exceedingly  wanted.  Your  letter  of  the 
19th  November  last  came  too  late  to  my  hands  to  be  com- 
municated to  the  gentlemen  of  New-London  in  time  to  have 
their  answers  transmitted  by  this  conveyance.  I  am  but  a 
few  days  returned  from  that  place,  where  I  preached,  and 
saw  them  renew  an  address  for  a  minister  ;  but  shall  do  my 
endeavours,  when  I  go  again,  (if  not  before,)  to  bring  them 
together,  in  order  more  fully  to  answer  the  Society's  expec- 
tations. In  the  mean  time  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  be- 
side the  forty  odd  pounds  they  have  subscribed,  there  will 
arise  upon  these  subscribers  a  ministeriiil  rate,  due  to  the 
established  Presbyterian  minister,  of  at  least  twenty  pounds 
per  annum,  but  which,  by  a  particular  act  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut,  is  transferred  upon  the  Episcopal  minister, 
where  one  resides,  which  quota  of  sixty  pounds  is  triple  the 
sum  their  neighbours  pay,  and  is  in  a  much  greater  dispro- 
portion to  what  is  paid  by  the  members  of  the  Church  of 
England  in  this  government,  (numbers  and  abilities  con- 
sidered.) 

I  thank  God  my  Church  thrives,  and  those  that  attend  the 
established  worship  are,  with  a  few  exceptions,  persons  of  good 
conversation.    But  I  cannot  give  a  better  instance  of  the  sue- 
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cess  God  lias  given  me,  than  to  take  notice  to  the  Societj 
that,  since  mj  incumbency,  I  have  baptised  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  persons,  whereof  sixty  are  adults,  and  that  the 
communicants  are  still  increasing. 

I  am,  Eeverend  Sir,  &c., 

James  McSpahkan. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Caner  to  the  Secretary. 1 

Fairfield^  New-England.  Sep,  18th,  1730. 

Sir, 

In  my  last  letter,  dated  on  Easter  Monday,  I  laid  before 
the  honourable  Society  my  own  as  well  as  my  people's  hear- 
ty thanks  for  their  care  and  bounty  relating  to  the  increase 
of  my  salary.  The  churchwardens  and  vestry,  I  there  in- 
formed the  honourable  Society,  desired  some  time  to  try  the 
purses  as  well  as  the  readiness  of  the  people  to  advance  the 
sum  expected  of  them.  Their  accounts  they  have  now  brought 
in,  and  do  find  the  utmost  willingness  in  the  people  to  com- 
ply with  any  proposals  consistent  with  their  abilities,  which 
the  churchwardens  find  to  be  very  slender,  and  not  answera- 
ble to  the  honourable  Society's  expectation  from  them. 

The  truth  is,  there  doth  appear  in  the  people  a  great  for- 
wardness to  hearken  to  instruction,  and  they  seem  really 
willing  to  contribute  the  utmost  they  are  able  to  the  support 
of  those  means  whereby  they  receive  it.  But  the  number  of 
those  who  have  actually  reconciled  themselves  to  our  consti- 
tution is  yet  but  small ;  there  are  greater  numbers  come  to 
ns  as  Nicodemus  to  our  blessed  Saviour,  and  whom,  there- 
fore, the  others  are  not  willing  to  discourage,  by  represent- 
ing the  great  difiiculties  that  will  ensue  upon  their  joining 
with  us,  but  are  rather  willing  to  bear  a  greater  burden  them- 
selves than  fright  them  back  by  severe  proposals. 

The  ntmost  they  do  declare  themselves  able  to  raise,  is  fif- 
teen pounds  sterling  per  annum ;  though,  to  balance  this,  they 
have  set  on  foot  a  design  which  I  am  confident  in  some  years 
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will  enable  them  to  maintain  a  missionary  themselves.  It  is 
this,  that  every  professor  do,  in  his  will,  make  over  a  certain 
sum  (what  he  sees  fit)  to  the  support  of  this  particular  Church, 
to  be  paid  at  his  decease,  which  sum  being  secured,  the 
churchwardens  have  power  to  use  the  interest  of  it  to  any 
purposes  the  Church  shall  think  fit  to  order.  There  have 
deceased  two  members  of  our  Church  since  this  design  hath 
been  laid,  each  of  which  hath  left  one  hundred  pounds  to  the 
advancement  of  it,  and  two  others,  supposed  at  the  point  of 
death,  have  ordered,  the  one  an  hundred,  and  the  other  fifty 
pounds,  in  their  wills,  though  both  of  them  are  since  re- 
recovered. 

Now,  I  presume  it  is  easy  to  see  that  this  thing,  having 
due  encouragement,  will,  in  the  compass  of  some  years,  en- 
able them  to  maintain  their  own  ministers,  and  do  therefore 
declare  that  they  will,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  prove  able, 
give  notice  of  it  to  the  honourable  Society,  that  the  salary 
which  may  be  now  afforded,  may  gradually  be  transferred  to 
others  who  may  then  be  in  their  present  circumstances ;  that 
is,  unable  to  help  themselves. 

The  particular  state  of  my  parish  the  honourable  Society 
will  best  be  informed  of  from  m j  W^otitial^arocMaUsy  herein. 
enclosed,  from  which  the  honourable  Society  will,  I  hope,  see 
encouragement  sufficient  to  induce  them  to  continue,  if  not 
add,  further  favours  to  my  people.  I  believe,  in  our  present 
circumstances,  they  could  not  be  more  acceptable  to  them 
and  the  honourable  Society's  most  dutiful  and  obedient  ser- 
vant, as  well  as,  Sir,  &c., 

Henry  Caner. 

I^'OTITIA  PaROCHIALIS. 

1.  Number  of  inhabitants,  upwards  of  8,000.  2.  Number  of 
baptised,  about  7,140.  3.  Number  baptised  by  me  this  half 
year,  30  ;  adults  10 — ^blacks  2,  Indian  1,  whites  7 ;  infants  20 — 
whites  18,  Indians  2.  4.  Number  of  actual  communicants  of 
the  Church  of  England,  65.  5.  Number  of  those  who  profess 
themselves  of  the  Church  of  England,  about  500  in  all  the 
parishes.  6.  Number  of  heathens  and  infidels,  about  40. 
7.  Number  of  converts  from  a  profane  life,  4. 
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[Sev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  ihe  Secretary.] 

Stratford,  in  Connecticut,  October  26th,  1730. 
Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  but  little  to  write  in  respect  to  my  charge  since  my 
last,  though  I  think  my  Church  is  more  frequented  by  Dis- 
senters, who,  many  of  them,  come  once  in  a  while  to  Church, 
yet  I  cannot  say  there  have  been  any  throughly  reclaimed 
within  this  half  year ;  however,  a  good  temper  toward  the 
Church  still  very  sensibly  increases,  and  upon  Connecticut 
E-iver  they  are  contriving  to  build  a  Church.  One  thing  I  have 
particularly  to  rejoice  in,  and  that  is,  that  I  have  a  very  con- 
siderable influence  in  the  College  in  my  neighbourhood  ;  and 
that  a  love  to  the  Church  gains  ground  greatly  in  it.  Several 
young  men  that  are  graduates,  and  some  young  ministers,  I 
have  prevailed  with  to  read  and  consider  the  matter  so  far, 
that  they  are  very  uneasy  out  of  the  communion  of  the 
Church,  and  some  seem  much  disposed  to  come  into  her  ser- 
vice ;  and  those  that  are  best  affected  to  the  Church  are  the 
brightest  and  most  studious  of  any  that  are  educated  in  the 
country. 

Many  poor  people  complain  of  the  want  of  Prayer- 
Books  and  Expositions  of  the  Church  Catechism  ;  I  should, 
therefore,  be  very  thankful  if  the  honourable  Society  would 
be  pleased  to  order  a  few  of  them  to  be  sent  to  me,  and  if, 
with  them,  I  had  a  few  Ostervald's  Catechisms  and  Whole 
Duties  of  Man,  I  could  make  them  very  useful.  I  desire 
that  if  any  Prayer-Books  are  sent,  that  they  may  have  Tate 
and  Brady's  Psalms  bound  up  with  them ;  they  only  are  used 
among  us. 

I  am,  Reverend  Sir,  &c., 

Samtjel  Johnson. 
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[Jiev.  Mr,  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.] 

JStratfordy  2d  June,  1731. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

Since  my  last  there  has  happened  an  unfortunate  altera- 
tion in  my  parish,  by  the  loss  of  a  worthy  parishioner,  Mr. 
Loring,  who  was  the  most  considerable  person  of  any  influ- 
ence we  had  among  us ;  the  most  able  and  the  most  forward 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Church,  and  always  at  the 
head  of  every  good  design  ;  for  want  of  whom,  I  doubt  the 
Church  here  will  greatly  sufPer  and  languish,  for  his  example 
and  influence  had  the  greatest  hand  in  its  advancement,  the 
rest  being  generally  poor  tradesmen,  and,  consequently,  apt 
to  be  despised  and  dispirited. 

However,  I  have  had  one  or  two  new  converts,  and  espe- 
cially one,  from  a  loose  irregular  way  of  living,  to  a  life  of 
virtue  and  industry ;  and  our  Church  is  not  less,  if  any  thing, 
more  frequented,  and,  in  the  villages,  it  remains  much  as  it 
was. 

New-London  I  think  well  provided  for  in  Mr.  Seabury, 
and  I  hope  the  Church  will  flourish  in  that  town.  I  have 
laboured  much  to  promote  the  Church  at  Westerly  Karragan- 
sett,  as  I  have  occasionally  passed  that  way ;  but  for  the  want 
of  a  resident  minister,  I  doubt,  through  the  multitude  of 
sectaries  that  abound  in  those  parts,  and  a  prevailing  spirit 
of  irreligion  and  profaneness,  the  Church's  interest  will  de- 
cay among  them,  where  the  means  of  religion,  of  any  sort, 
are  so  much  wanted,  that  they  are  truly  the  objects  of  the 
greatest  compassion. 

I  have  visited  Brook-Haven,  on  Long  Island,  since  the 
departure  of  Mr.  Campbell,  and  find  them  almost  sinking 
under  the  wounds  they  have  received  by  the  frequent  changes 
of  ministers,  and  the  non-good  conduct  of  some  that  have 
'  been  among  them.  However,  I  preached  to  a  considerable 
congregation,  and  afterwards  called  their  vestry  together, 
who  desired  me  to  express  their  humblest  gratitude  to  the 
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liononrable  Society,  that  they  have  been  allowed  an  interest 
in  their  charity,  and  earnestly  desire  that  it  may  be  continued, 
and  that  they  may  be  still  reckoned  among  the  Society's  de- 
pendents. But,  for  fea^  of  being  disappointed,  as  they  were 
before  of  Mr.  Dwight,  they  humbly  desire  the  Society  not 
to  send  them  another  missionary  till  they  shall  find  some 
young  gentleman  to  send  from  these  parts,  whom  they  have 
known  before  and  he  them,  that  they  may  have  a  future 
prospect  of  mutual  liking,  and  so  not  be  under  any  tempta- 
tion of  parting  again  suddenly,  as  the  case  has  been. 

They  desire  me  to  look  out  a  young  man  to  reside  awhile 
among  them.  I  mentioned  a  virtuous  and  discreet  young 
man  and  of  good  abilities,  whose  name  is  Brown,  (brother  to 
that  excellent  person  who  went  home  for  orders  with  Dr. 
Cutler  and  myself,  and  died  of  the  small-pox,)  who  has  ever 
since  been  steadily  following  his  learning  under  my  direc- 
tion, and  has  already  taken  one  degree  in  the  College,  and  is 
within  about  a  year  and  a  half  of  age  for  orders.  They  were 
desirous  I  would  send  him  to  them  upon  probation,  to  read 
prayers  and  sermons  and  catechise  their  youth,  and  he  is  ac- 
cordingly gone  among  them,  and,  I  believe,  will  be  very  ac- 
ceptable to  them;  they  promised  to  subscribe  toward  his 
support,  and  purpose,  if  he  and  they  shall  be  on  both  sides 
suited,  to  recommend  him  to  the  honourable  Society,  and  beg 
he  may  be  their  missionary. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  would  be  very  humbly  thankful  to 
the  honourable  Society,  if  he  may  be  allowed  £10  or  £15 
toward  his  better  support,  or,  at  least,  some  assistance  to 
defray  his  expenses  when  he  shall  go  home  for  orders,  for  he 
has  laid  out  almost  all  his  estate  upon  his  education. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir,  &c., 

Samuel  Johnson. 
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[Jiev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Bishop  of  London,"] 

Stratford^  in  New-England,  June  lUh,  1731. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

My  Lord,  there  are  two  things  which  have  occasioned  some 
dispute  among  the  clergy  and  people  in  these  parts,  about 
which  I  humbly  presume  to  beg  your  Lordship's  directions. 
One  is  relating  to  the  exhortation  after  baptism  to  the  god- 
fathers to  bring  the  child  to  the  Bishop  to  be  confirmed. 
Some  wholly  omit  this  exhortation,  because  it  is  impractica- 
ble ;  others  insert  the  words,  (if  there  be  opportunity,)  because 
our  adversaries  object  to  it  as  a  mere  jest,  to  order  the  god- 
fathers to  bring  the  child  to  the  Bishop,  when  there  is  none 
within  a  thousand  leagues  of  us,  which  is  a  reproach  that  we 
cannot  answer. 

The  other  dippute  is  about  employing  young  scholars, 
that  are  candidates  for  the  ministry,  in  villages  and  desti- 
tute places,  in  reading  sermons  and  prayers,  (omitting  every- 
thing that  is  proper  to  the  priest's  oflSce.)  This,  !•  own, 
is  what  I  and  some  others  have  earnestly  recommended  as 
pxcusable,  by  reason  of  the  necessities  of  the  country,  and 
have,  in  several  instances,  found  it  highly  useful  in  keeping 
up  a  sense  of  religion,  and  propagating  it,  when  resident 
ministers  cannot  be  had  ;  and  though  I  have  always  let  the 
honourable  Society  know  of  my  proceedings  herein,  they 
have  never  intimated  the  least  disapprobation  of  this  method, 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  have  practically  approved  of  it,  in  re- 
ceiving once  and  again  those  w^ho  have  been  so  employed. 
IN'otwithstanding  this,  there  are  some  of  our  brethren  who, 
with  great  zeal  and  importunity,  cry  out  against  this  practice 
as  a  betraying  of  the  Church,  and  giving  up  the  necessity  of 
ordination,  &c.,  to  the  great  mortification,  of  those  poor  desti- 
tute people  who  have  no  other  way  of  keeping  up  the  wor- 
ship of  God  among  them. 
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My  Lord,  I  humbly  submit  to  your  Lordship's  correction, 
if  in  this  or  any  other  instance  my  conduct  has  been  faulty, 
and  earnestly  beg  your  direction  and  benediction,  who  am, 
with  the  greatest  venerption, 

May  it  please  your  Lordship,  your  Lordship's 

Humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[Fetition  of  several  members  of  the  Church  of  England^  in  Beading  and  Kewtown^  in 

Connecticut.'] 

New-England^  March  "l^th^  1732. 

May  it  please  the  honourable  Society, 

We,  the  subscribers,  members  of  the  Church  of  England, 
in  Eeading  and  Newtown,  within  the  County  of  Fairfield 
and  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England,  being  under  very 
great  difficulty  to  come  at  the  worship  of  God  according  to 
that  excellent  establishment,  by  reason  of  our  distance  from 
the  honourable  Society's  missionaries,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Caner,  which  is  about  twenty  miles,  and  being  in- 
deed, some  of  us,  at  a  great  distance  from  any  publick  wor- 
ship at  all,  whereby  not  only  we  ourselves,  but  our  poor 
children,  also  extremely  suffer,  and  are  like  to  be  trained  up 
in  very  great  ignorance  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  do 
beg  leave  to  lay  this  our  calamitous  state  before  your  vener- 
able board,  and  become  very  humble  petitioners  for  a  share 
in  that  charity  which  is  conspicuous  even  in  tliis  dark  corner 
of  the  earth. 

To  this  we  are  the  rather  encouraged  by  a  favourable  letter 
to  some  of  our  number  from  the  honourable  Society,  obtained 
about  two  years  after  the  Rev.  Mr.  J ohnson's  first  coming 
among  us,  wherein  the  honourable  Society  were  pleased  to 
offer  us  a  missionary  upon  certain  conditions,  which,  at  that 
time,  we  were  not  able  to  come  upon,  by  reason  of  the  settle- 
ment of  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  John  Beach,  a  gentleman,  at 
that  time,  of  a  different  persuasion ;  but  now,  more  and  fur- 
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ther  encouraged  by  the  said  gentleman's  being  reconciled  to 
the  established  Church  of  England,  especially  in  that  being 
now  bound  home  to  receive  holy  orders  from  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  London,  he  is  willing  to  return  to  this  place  of  his  former 
settlement  and  abode,  if  his  Lordship  and  the  honourable 
Society  shall  think  proper. 

The  good  opinion  that  persons  of  all  persuasions  have  of 
him  here,  where  he  has  been  known  for  several  years  past, 
and  accounted  a  gentleman  of  a  remarkable  sober  and  regu- 
lar conduct,  and  of  learning  and  good  ability  to  discharge  the 
ministerial  office,  gives  us  reason  to  promise  ourselves  a  great 
deal  of  happiness  and  comfort  from  his  future  ministration, 
if  the  honourable  Society  shall  think  fit  to  return  him  to  us. 

Though  we  are  poor,  the  unavoidable  consequence  of  set- 
tling an  uncultivated  country,  and  so  cannot  possibly,  with- 
out assistance,  provide  a  suitable  support  for  the  abovesaid 
gentleman,  yet  what  we  are  able  we  are  very  ready  to  en- 
gage, and  have  affixed  to  our  respective  names  underwritten ; 
and  we  do  humbly  hope  and  pray  that  the  honourable  Socie- 
ty, out  of  their  great  charity,  will  supply  wherein  we  are 
wanting  towards  the  said  gentleman's  support;  as  we  flatter 
ourselves  with  hopes  of  success  in  this  affair  from  the  former 
goodness  and  great  charity  of  your  venerable  board,  so  we 
would  humbly  hope  that  the  consideration  of  several  towns 
lying  about  us,  at  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles,  as  Dan- 
bury,  Bidgefield,  Woodbury  and  ]^ew-Milford,  and  numbers 
of  Indians,  would  be  of  some  further  inducement  toward  some 
suitable  relief  to  our  truly  deplorable  state ;  for,  indeed,  we 
are  not  so  selfish  as  to  expect  Mr.  Beach's  service  should  be 
wholly  confined  to  ourselves,  but  that  he  may  be  capable  of 
propagating  Christian  knowledge  in  those  other  towns  like- 
wise. 

Thus,  the  Keverend  Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Caner,  though 
settled  at  Stratford  and  Fairfield,  have  been  and  are  still  very 
ready  to  assist  us,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  distance 
between  them  and  ourselves,  for  whose  service,  as  flowing 
from  the  Society's  charity,  w^e  are  truly  thankful,  wishing 
withal  there  may  never  be  wanting  pious  men  in  these  parts 
to  promote  the  Church's  interest. 


CONNECTICUT  1782. 


151 


Fearing  we  have  been  already  too  tedious,  we  only  add 
our  hearty  and  fervent  prayers  to  Almighty  God  for  success 
in  your  truly  charitable  designs  to  the  souls  of  men. 
We  are.  &c.,  &c., 

Lemuel  Morehouse  and  others. 


[^ev,  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Bishop  of  London.'] 

Stratford,  in  J^ew- England, 

April  UJi,  1732. 

My  Lord, 

I  humbly  tiiank  your  Lordship  for  your  kind  letter  of 
September  30th,  and  am,  as  to  myself,  perfectly  well  satisfied 
with  the  answers  you  give  to  the  difiiiculties  I  presumed  to  lay 
before  you.  Only,  I  imagined  there  might  be  some  differ- 
ence between  the  case  of  those  who  are  immediately  under 
an  establishment,  as  it  is  in  England,  and  those  who  are  situ- 
ated, as  we  are  here,  where  the  attorney  and  solicitor-general 
have  declared  there  is  no  establishment  of  religion  at  all, 
and,  therefore,  not  even  of  tlie  Church  of  England,  and,  con- 
sequently, the  obligations  to  an  exact  conformity  seem  not 
altogether  the  same  as  there.  I  write  not  this,  my  Lord,  on 
my  own  account,  as  though  I  desired  the  least  abatement  of 
any  thing  established  in  England ;  I  heartily  wish  to  God 
every  thing  established  there  was  admitted  and  established 
here,  nor  did  I  ever  vary  from  the  establishment  in  the  least 
instance,  unless  where  there  was  an  evident  necessity  for  it ; 
but  my  solicitous  concern  for  the  weal  of  my  dear  country 
makes  me  willing,  if  it  could  consist  with  my  duty  to  the 
best  of  Churches,  and  be  indulged  by  the  authority  to  whom 
I  owe  subjection,  to  abate,  in  some  circumstantial  matters,  of 
what  is  wisely  established  at  home,  that  I  might  have  less 
occasion  to  spend  my  time  and  pains  and  pleading,  and  with 
so  little  success,  because  of  things  confessedly  in  their  own 
nature  indifferent  and  circumstantial,  which  I  would  much 
rather,  and  could,  with  greater  success,  devote  to  the  advan- 
cing of  the  great  essentials  and  vitals  of  religion,  for  which  it 
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seems  as  if  there  would  be  the  more  occasion,  inasmuch  as 
(besides  many  other  gross  errors)  the  pernicious  books  and 
notions,  which  your  Lordship  found  it  so  necessary  to  guard 
your  Diocese  against,  are  coming  in  upon  the  plantations  like 
a  flood,  and  will  I  [fear]  take  the  more  effect,  by  how  much 
the  less  there  is  of  the  face  of  an  establishment  among  us,  or 
of  Bishops  to  preside  over  us.  And,  indeed,  I  doubt,  unless 
the  Church  be  beforehand  with  them,  these  things,  together 
with  their  wretched  broken  condition  in  the  way  they  are  at 
present  in,  will,  'ere  long,  induce  those  of  the  Congregational 
and  Presbyterian  persuasion  to  endeavour  (and  they  may 
possibly  succeed)  to  get  themselves  formed  into  an  establish- 
ment, after  the  manner  as  it  is  in  Scotland.  These  consider- 
ations, my  Lord,  induced  me,  upon  a  conversation  with,  and 
even  at  the  desire  of  several  ingenious  men  among  the  Dis- 
senters in  these  parts,  to  draw  up  the  enclosed  proposals, 
which  I  humbly  submit,  with  an  entire  resignation  to  your 
Lordship's  wisdom,  and  which  I  hope,  of  your  wonted  good- 
ness, you  will  pardon,  and  impute  the  vanity  of  my  presump- 
tion to  an  earnest  desire,  if  I  could,  to  be  doing  something 
wherein  I  might  be  some  way  serviceable  to  my  poor,  con- 
fused and  divided  country.  My  Lord,  as  tlie  Church  here  has 
been  very  unfortunate  in  the  defeat  of  the  noble  design  of 
the  Keverend  the  Dean  of  Londonderry,  which,  especially,  if 
it  had  been  executed  on  the  Continent,  would  have  been  of 
vast  advantage  to  the  interest  of  religion  and  learning  in 
America,  so  it  has,  on  the  other  hand,  been  happy  since  in  the 
conversion,  (besides  a  number  of  other  good  people,)  of  the 
worthy  persons  who  have  all  had  a  publick  education  in  the 
neighbouring  College,  and  two  of  them  have  been  dissenting 
teachers  ;  two  of  them  will  go  into  other  business,  and  one  of 
them  is  Mr.  Beach,  the  bearer  hereof,  whom  I  know,  by  long 
experience  of  him,  (he  having  been  heretofore  my  pupil,  and 
ever  since  my  neighbour,)  to  be  a  very  ingenuous  and  studi- 
ous person,  and  a  truly  serious  and  conscientious  Christian ; 
but  I  forbear  to  say  any  thing  further  of  his  case,  and  refer 
your  Lordship  to  our  joint  recommendation  of  him. 

And  remain,  &c.,  &c., 

Samuel  Johnson. 
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Proposals  relating  to  some  method  for  the  more  successful 
reformation  and  propagation  of  religion  in  America^ 
humbly  submitted  to  the  Bight  Reverend  the  Lord  Bishop 
of  London, 

(1.)  Inasmuch  as  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  have 
declared  that  there  is  no  establishment  of  religion  in  these 
countries,  it  is  humbly  suggested  whether  some  practicable 
method  might  not  be  devised  and  carried  into  execution  for 
the  establishment  of  religion  in  these  English  Dominions. 
(2.)  For  seeing  there  are  many  parts  of  the  English  planta- 
tions that  are  in  a  manner  destitute  of  any  publick  instruc- 
tion at  all,  and  where  they  are  (generally,  but  very  poorly) 
provided  with  teachers  in  the  Independent  or  Congregational 
way,  they  are,  according  to  the  natural  tendency  of  those 
opinions,  miserably  broken  to  pieces  with  divisions  and  con- 
tentions among  themselves,  insomuch,  that  they  seem  has- 
tening on  a-pace  toward  an  utter  dissolution,  and  some  very 
corrupt  doctrines  are  propagated  without  control,  so  that 
most  people  of  sense  and  consideration  among  them  are  even 
sick  and  weary  of  their  present  situation,  and  long  to  come 
into  some  more  effectual  method  for  promoting  the  ends  of 
government,  religion,  peace  and  order ;  it  is  therefore  thought 
very  likely  that  some  establishment,  even  under  an  Episcopal 
form  of  government,  would,  in  a  little  time,  be  generally 
submitted  to.  And  yet,  (3.)  it  will  perhaps  be  impossible  to 
procure  a  general  reconciliation,  especially  among  the  popu- 
lace, to  all  the  ceremonies  and  constitutions  of  our  Church, 
and  much  time  and  pains  spent  in  pleading  about  them 
might  be  employed,  and  with  better  success,  in  promoting 
the  great  essentials  and  vitals  of  religion ;  it  is,  therefore, 
humbly  submitted,  whether  it  would  be  necessary  or  expe- 
dient to  insist  or  be  much  intent  upon  the  external  and  con- 
fessedly circumstantial  matters,  if  any  establishment  were  to 
be  promoted  ;  for,  (4.)  as  the  truly  excellent  rules  which  our 
most  venerable  reformers  proposed  to  themselves,  carried 
them  into  such  a  metliod  of  publick  worship  and  discipline 
as  is  happily  established  in  Englaixd,  as  being  in  the  best 
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manner  suited  to  the  times  and  circumstances,  that  there  had 
been,  were  and  are,  so  it  is  with  the  humblest  deference  sug- 
gested, whether  considering  the  vastly  different  circumstances 
of  these  places  and  times,  the  same  rules  would  not  lead  to 
methods  in  several  things  differing  as  to  circumstantial  mat- 
ters, if  the  reformation  and  propagation  of  religion  were  to 
be  carried  into  an  establishment  in  these  countries  ?  And, 
therefore,  (5.)  might  there  not  be  projected  some  such  a  com- 
prehension suited  to  these  countries,  as  was  endeavoured  by 
many  in  England  in  King  William's  time;  according  to 
which,  many  things  as  they  now  stand  might  be  enjoined, 
viz.,  such  as  are  of  the  greatest  importance  in  themselves, 
and  will  be  the  most  easily  admitted,  and  some  things  a  little 
altered  to  suit  the  j)resent  circumstances,  and  other  things, 
which  are  of  less  importance  and  most  objected  against,  only 
recommended?  And  (6.)  lastly,  is  it  impossible  for  the 
English  Dominions  in  America  to  be  provided  for  with  one 
or  two  Bishops,  and  those  subject  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
London  as  Archbishop  of  the  Plantations  abroad;  and  is 
there  no  way  to  provide  revenues,  (though  they  were  but 
small,)  compared  with  those  in  England  ?  "Would  not  £400  or 
£500  sterling  per  annum  a-piece,  or,  rather  than  fail,  £300, 
enable  them,  in  some  good  measure,  to  answer  the  ends  of 
their  sacred  functions ;  and  is  it  impossible  that  such  a  pro- 
vision might  be  made  without  breaking  in  upon  the  interest 
of  the  governors  and  governments  as  they  now  stand? 
Though,  indeed,  it  would  be  much  happier  for  the  Church, 
especially  unless  we  had  a  Bishop,  if  the  charters  were 
taken  away  ;  and  most  people  begin  to  think,  since  they  have 
got  into  such  a  wretched,  mobbish  way  of  management,  that 
it  would  be  best  for  the  people  themselves. 

If  some  such  things  as  these  could  be  accomplished,  as  the 
present  situation  of  things  here  renders  it  now  a  very  suita- 
ble juncture  for  something  to  be  done,  so  it  would  be  a  truly 
great  charity  to  the  souls  of  men,  and  it  is  hard  indeed  if  we 
must  forever  despair  of  such  happiness. 
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[ifec.  Mr.  Vaner  to  tTie  Secretary.— Extr<ibd.'\ 

Fairfield^  New-England^  Sept  ISihy  1733, 

Sir, 

I  hope  it  will  be  some  satisfaction  to  the  honourable  Socie- 
ty to  be  informed  that  the  spirit  and  temper  of  the  people, 
formerly  so  hot  against  ns,  very  much  abates,  and  that  they 
begin  to  treat  us  in  a  much  more  friendly  manner  than  they 
were  wont ;  this  good  disposition,  I  hope,  by  God's  assist- 
ance, to  cultivate  and  improve  to  beneficial  efi'ects.  I  have 
the  half  year  past  baptised  ten  infants  and  one  adult,  and  re- 
i^eived  seven  new  communicants,  the  whole  number  of  which 
is  now  seventy-eight.  The  state  of  my  Church  in  general  is 
indeed  much  more  promising  than  in  time  past ;  some  diffi- 
culties, it  is  true,  we  still  labour  under,  but  which  time  and 
industry  will  in  great  measure  remove. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself,  (fee, 

H.  Caner. 


{Hev,  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Bishop  of  London.] 

Stratford^  in  New-England., 

December  10th,  1733. 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordship  remembers  that,  in  the  year  1725,  upon  a 
representation  made  by  the  ministers  of  the  Church  in  Bos- 
ton, of  a  design  then  on  foot  in  that  government  of  a  council 
of  their  ministers,  to  meet  by  appointment  of  the  General  As- 
sembly there,  the  Lords  Justices  were  pleased,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  that  colony,  to  express  their  dis- 
approbation of  any  such  proceedings,  as  implj/ing  an  inva- 
sion of  his  Majesty's  prerogative,  and  ordered  him  to  forbid 
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any  snch  council  of  ministers  to  meet,  and  declare  tliat  it  is 
not  lawful  for  the  clergy  to  meet  as  in  a  Synod,  without  au- 
thority from  his  Majesty.  'Now,  my  Lord,  how  far  the  case 
of  this  government  differs  from  that,  your  Lordship  will 
judge  ;  but  I  presumed  you  woidd  not  take  it  ill  of  me  if  I 
should  lay  before  your  Lordship  any  case  of  that  nature  that 
should  occur  here,  and  humbly  submit  it  to  your  Lordship, 
whether  it  should  deserve  your  notice ;  and  I  am  desired  by 
several  even  of  the  dissenting  ministers  here  to  submit  the 
vote  and  order  of  the  Assembly,  enclosed  to  your  Lordship's 
perusal. 

I  humbly  thank  your  Lordship  for  your  interest  with  the 
honourable  Society  for  settling  a  school  in  this  place,  and 
likewise  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Pierson  and  Mr.  Brown,  who  are 
returned  back  to  their  native  country,  full  of  a  grateful  sense 
of  your  Lordship's  and  the  Society's  goodness  to  them  ;  and, 
I  doubt  not  but  they  will  be  very  useful  in  promoting  the 
ends  of  the  Society  in  the  places  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed. 

I  beg  leave,  also,  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  grow- 
ing confusion  among  the  Dissenters  in  these  parts  very  much 
tends,  among  other  means,  to  put  thinking  and  serious  persons 
upon  coming  over  to  the  Church.  Among  others  there  are 
two  or  three  very  worthy  young  ministers  in  this  colony 
who,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  no  other  reason  than  the 
love  of  truth  and  order,  and  a  sense  of  duty,  will,  in  a  little 
time,  declare  for  us,  and  two  of  them  especially  have  hopes 
that  the  most  of  their  congregations  will  conform  with  them. 
One  of  them  is  one  Mr.  Arnold,  who  succeeded  me  at  West- 
Haven,  near  the  College,  where  I  preach  once  a  quarter. 

If  they  can't  be  admitted  to  the  Society's  service  in  holy 
orders,  which  they  would  earnestly  desire,  they  will  do  what 
good  they  can  in  a  lay  capacity;  but  as  they  would  be  glad 
to  be  employed  by  the  Society,  if  it  be  practicable  to  have 
new  missions,  so  I  have  written  to  the  Secretary  to  know 
whether  any  encouragement  could  be  had  for  them  to  go 
over  with  such  a  view.  Indeed,  there  are  daily  growing  and 
pressing  occasions  in  many  parts  of  these  plantations  for  new 
missions  and  missionaries,  and  I  wish  to  God  the  Society's 
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abilities  to  provide  for  them  might  increase  in  proportion  as 
they  do. 

I  am,  may  it  please  your  Lordship,  yonr  Lordship's  most 
obedient,  most  dutiful  son  and  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[The  Clergy  of  Connecticut  to  tJie  BisJiop  of  London,  ] 

Fairfield^  in  Connecticut^ 

March  Uth,  1733-4. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  we  see  the  success  of  our  la- 
bours in  the  frequent  conversions  of  dissenting  teachers  in 
this  country,  and  the  good  disposition  toward  the  excellent 
constitution  of  our  Church,  growing  up  among  tlie  people 
wherever  the  honourable  Society  have  established  their  mis- 
sions. Sundry  other  of  their  teachers  are  likely  to  appear 
for  the  Church,  and  two  very  honest  and  ingenuous  men  have 
declared  themselves  this  winter,  one  of  which  is  Mr.  Ebenezer 
Punderson,  the  bearer  hereof,  who  being  bound  to  England 
with  design  to  apply  himself  to  your  Lordship  and  the  hon- 
ourable Society  for  holy  orders  and  a  mission,  we  humbly 
beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  our  recommendation 
of  this  worthy  gentleman.  He  has  been  for  above  four  years 
a  settled  minister  in  the  dissenting  way  to  a  parish  near 
]^ew-London,  called  New-Groton ;  and  as  he  has  a  good 
prospect  that  a  considerable  number  of  that  parish  will  con- 
form to  the  Church  with  him,  he  has  a  solicitous  desire  to 
return  back  in  holy  orders  to  that  people  with  whom  he  has 
so  long  dwelt,  and  among  whom  he  is  greatly  respected. 

As  to  the  circumstances  of  his  people,  our  distance  from 
them  renders  us  incapable  of  saying  any  thing  further  of 
them ;  but  as  to  the  gentleman  himself,  we  have  well  known 
him  for  at  least  seven  years,  are  able,  with  truth,  to  assure 
your  Lordship,  that  he  has  always  been  remarked  for  a  per- 
son of  good  parts,  earnestly  inquisitive  after  truth,  and  inde- 
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fatigably  studious  in  the  pursuit  of  it;  that  he  has  read  many 
of  the  best  of  our  English  divines  ;  and  has  made  a&  great  a 
proficiency  in  learning  as  can  be  expected  from  his  age  and 
circumstances,  and  that  he  has  ever  been  esteemed  a  sober, 
virtuous  and  devout  person,  and  remarkable  for  his  contempt 
of  the  world  ;  and  we  are  persuaded  that  it  is  from  a  serious 
and  impartial  examination  of  things,  and  the  sincere  love  of 
truth  and  sense  of  duty,  that  he  has  declared  himself  for  our 
excellent  Church  and  come  over  to  our  commimion ;  and  he 
is  sincerely  well  affected  to  the  present  government ;  we  hum- 
bly, therefore,  beseech  your  Lordship  he  may  be  admitted  to 
holy  orders,  and  added  to  the  number  of  our  brethren,  and 
remain, 

Hay  it  please  your  Lordship, 

Your  Lordship's  servants, 

Samuel  Johnson, 
J.  Wetmore, 
H.  Canee, 
Isaac  33eowne. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Sedbury  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.l 

New-London^  March  SOth, 

Reverend  Sir, 

These  wait  upon  the  honourable  Society  by  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Punderson,  who  comes  to  make  his  application 
to  my  Lord  Bishop  of  London  and  the  Society  for  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts,  for  orders  and  a  mission. 
He  hath  been  educated  in  Yale  College,  Connecticut,  where 
I  had  a  particular  acquaintance  with  him,  and  where  he  al- 
ways had  the  character  of  a  sober  person.  About  five  years 
ago  he  was  called  to  preach  in  the  Presbyterian  or  Indepen- 
dent way,  at  Groton,  near  New-London,  where  he  soon  re- 
ceived ordination  \  but  falling  under  doubts  and  scruples 
concerning  their  power  of  ordination  and  method  of  Church 
government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  acquainting  himself 
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witb  the  Church  of  England,  he  found  himself  obliged,  upon 
true  and  regular  conviction,  to  embrace  her  communion,  and 
thereupon  he  laid  down  his  ministry  in  which  he  w^as  settled 
to  good  advantage ;  but  a  considerable  number  of  the  people 
of  that  place  being  also  convinced  of  the  reasonableness  and 
necessity  of  Church  Communion,  and  having  strong  affection 
for  the  person  of  Mr.  Punderson,  on  account  of  his  abilities 
and  pious,  exemplary  life,  have  been  very  solicitous  w^ith  bim 
to  make  his  application  to  the  honourable  Society  for  Propa- 
gation of  the  Gospel  in  foreign  parts  for  a  mission  to  that 
place.  In  testimony  of  which,  they  have  signed  a  desire  or 
petition  to  the  honourable  Society,  with  the  promise  of  con- 
tributing a  certain  sum  considerably  to  his  support  and 
maintenance,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  many  more  will 
conform  to  the  Church  of  England  upon  better  knowledge  of 
it  and  acquaintance  with  it. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary. 1 

Ifewtown^  in  Connecticut^ 

August  Ith^  1735. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  think  it  my  auty  to  acquaint  the  venerable  Society  with 
the  present  state  of  my  parish,  although  the  alteration  since 
my  last  has  not  been  very  considerable.  I  have  baptised 
twenty-nine  children  and  admitted  twenty-five  persons  more 
to  the  communion,  so  that  the  number  of  our  communion 
now  at  E'ewtown,  Eeading,  and  the  places  adjacent,  is  ninety- 
five.  I  preach  frequently  and  administer  the  Sacrament  at 
Eidgefield,  being  about  eighteen  miles  distance  from  the 
place  where  I  dwell,  where  there  are  about  fourteen  or  eigh- 
teen families  of  very  serious  and  religious  people,  who  have 
a  just  esteem  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  are  very  de- 
sirous to  have  the  opportunity  of  worshipping  God  in  that 
way.  I  have  constantly  preached,  or  e  Sunday  at  Newtown, 
and  the  other  at  Eea-'ing  ;  and  afrer  I  have  preached  at  Read- 
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ing  in  the  day-time,  I  perform  divine  service  and  preach  at 
Newtown  in  the  evening ;  and  although  I  have  not  that  suc- 
cess I  could  wish  for,  yet  I  do,  and  hope  I  always  shall, 
faithfully  endeavour  (as  far  as  my  poor  ability  will  allow)  to 
promote  that  good  work,  that  the  venerable  Society  sent  and 
maintained  me  for. 

I  am,  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Beach. 


[Hev.  Mr.  Seahury  to  the  Secretary.'] 

New-London.^  August  22<f,  1735. 

Reverend  Sir, 

By  this  opportunity,  for  which  I  have  long  waited,  (other- 
wise my  accounts  of  the  year  past  would  have  come  much 
earlier,)  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  the  honourable 
Society  that  my  '"ongregation  increaseth  ;  that  there  are  one 
hundred  j)eople  commonly  attending  divine  service  in  the 
summer  season,  which  is  double  the  number  that  attended 
constantly  at  my  first  coming ;  that  I  have  had  seven  new 
communicants,  and  baptised  thirteen  infants  the  year  past ; 
and  beside  my  attendance  of  the  Church  at  ITew-London,  I 
have  always,  from  the  beginning  of  my  mission,  preached  at 
Norwich,  a  town  about  fourteen  miles  from  New-London, 
three  times  a  year,  until  it  was  put  under  the  care  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Punderson ;  and  sundry  times  have  preached  lec- 
tures at  North  Groton  ;  and  during  the  absence  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Punderson,  in  his  voyage  to  England  for  orders  and  a 
mission,  I  preached  there  once  a  month  on  Sundays,  by  con- 
sent of  the  Church  at  New-London,  and  in  this  instant,  Au- 
gust, I  preached  at  Windham,  a  place  about  twenty-six  miles 
from  New-London,  to  a  congregation  of  eighty  people,  of 
whom  some  stayed  sundry  hours  with  me  after  sermon  was 
over,  and  were  desirous  to  be  informed  concerning  the  Church 
of  England ;  and  upon  my  conversing  with  them  they  con- 
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fessed  that  the  Church  had  beeu  sadly  misrepresented,  and 
that  they  should  have  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  it  for  the 
future,  and  desired  that  I  would  come  again  ;  and  in  justice 
to  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  I^^ew-London, 
I  am  obliged  to  observe  that  they  treat  me  with  great  respect 
and  affection,  and  are  very  just  in  paying  me  the  value  of 
their  promised  subscriptions,  which  I  receive  by  way  of  con- 
tribution every  Sunday  after  evening  service,  and  I  must 
own  further,  that  the  dissenting  party  also  are  very  civil  and 
obliging  to  me. 

But  though  the  Church  at  !N"ew-London  hath  increased, 
yet  it  hath  met  with  great  losses  and  disadvantages,  of  which 
the  honourable  Society  will  be  sensible  when  I  assure  them 
that  there  is  not  one  man  of  any  considerable  estate  or  cir- 
cumstances remaining  in  the  Church  at  ]N"ew-London,  who 
first  requested  the  Society  for  a  minister.  The  worthy  Mr. 
Stackmaple,  who  laboured  with  abundance  of  zeal,  and  freely 
contributed  his  estate  to  the  erecting  of  the  Church,  is  since 
dead ;  he  was  a  gentleman  of  great  charity  and  virtue,  and 
was  the  collector  of  his  Majesty's  customs  in  this  colony. 
The  honourable  Major  Merritt,  who  hath  subscribed  £50 
toward  the  building  of  the  Church,  is  sincq  dead.  The  hon- 
ourable Major  Pry  or,  who  gave  £100  to  the  building  of  the 
Church,  is  since  removed,  and  of  the  common  people,  who 
were  the  first  petitioners  to  the  Society,  Mr.  Jarrard  Peel, 
Mr.  Daniel  Apley,  Mr.  Samuel  Fairbank,  are  dead  ;  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Mumford,  Mr.  James  Packer,  Mr.  Giles  Goddard, 
Mr.  Thomas  Eldridge,  Mr.  Joseph  Latham,  who  are  all  men 
of  good  estates,  dwelling  in  South  Groton,  are  put  into  the 
Kev.  Mr.  Punderson's  parish  in  E'orth  Groton,  though  they 
ever  looked  on  themselves  to  belong  to  the  Church  at  E'ew- 
London,  as  is  evident  from  there  being  three  of  them  always 
chosen  of  the  vestry  of  ITew-London ;  and  they  have  always 
been  at  equal  charges  with  those  living  at  ^sTew-London 
Church,  and  not  at  North  Groton,  and  are  much  nearer  to 
Church-  at  New-London,  South  Groton  being  parted  from 
New-London  only  by  a  river  half  a  mile  wide  ;  and  the  hon- 
oiirable  Society,  I  humbly  conceive,  were  moved  to  place 
South  Groton  in  Mr.  Punderson's  mission  at  his  request  and 
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representation  of  the  case  only,  for  the  people  never  requested 
it  Bor  expected  it,  and  still  attend  oftenest  at  the  Church  at 
!N"ew-London. 

But  notwithstanding  these  losses  and  disadvantages,  the 
Church  at  ]^ew-London  grows,  and  I  trust  will  grow  and  in- 
crease, by  the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence  and  the  coun- 
tenance and  charity  of  your  honourable  Corporation.  And 
I  can  assure  the  honourable  Society,  that  my  utmost  diligence 
is  employed  in  their  service,  and  that  I  shall  always  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  enlarging  the  influence  of  their  exten- 
sive Church. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir, 
Yours  and  the  honourable  Society's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Sam'l  Seabuky. 


[JRev.  Mr.  Seabury  to  the  Secretary.'] 

WeW'London^  in  New-England^ 

August  nth,  1736. 

Keverend  Sir, 

You  will  receive  the  trouble  of  this  to  acquaint  the  hon- 
ourable Society  of  my  success  in  promoting  their  designs, 
which  hath  been  something  remarkable  at  Hebron,  an  in- 
land town  in  this  colony,  about  thirty  miles  distance  from 
New-London.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  about 
the  20th  of  January  last,  desired  me  to  preach  among  them, 
which  I  did  to  a  numerous  congregation,  who  attended  the 
service  of  the  common  prayers  with  great  seriousness ;  and 
when  the  service  was  concluded,  there  stayed  of  the  company 
about  thirty  or  forty  persons,  inquiring  concerning  the 
Church  of  England,  and  proposing  the  vulgar  objections 
against  it,  beside  many  others  which  were  raised  entirely 
from  falsehoods,  and  had  no  shadow  of  truth  to  support 
them  ;  to  all  which  I  answered  them  with  truth,  and  the  best 
reasons  and  arguments  that  my  understanding  and  know- 
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ledge  could  suggest,  and  in  this  manner  I  conversed  with 
them  at  least  four  hours,  who,  in  fine,  appeared  very  much 
surprised  to  find  that  they  had  always  been  very  prejudiced 
with  so  many  false  notions  about  the  Church ;  wondering 
how  men  could  leave  its  pious  and  holy  communion,  and, 
most  of  all,  that  any  could  have  the  conscience  to  load  the 
established  Church  with  so  many  odious  and  injurious  slan- 
ders. 

They  earnestly  desired  me  to  come  again,  and  at  their  im- 
portunity I  have  visited  them  six  times,  twice  of  which  hath 
been  on  Sundays.  More  than  twenty  families  there  and  in 
some  neighbouring  places  do  embrace  the  Church ;  and  when 
I  was  last  there,  which  was  on  the  first  day  of  this  instant, 
August,  I  administered  the  Sacrament  to  fourteen  communi- 
cants. 

They  are  very  desirous  of  a  missionary,  but  defer  offering 
any  petition  to  the  Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel,  hav- 
ing been  informed  that  the  Society  are  not  in  a  condition  at 
present  to  establish  any  new  missions  ;  but  they  have  impor- 
tuned me  to  visit  them,  and  administer  the  Sacrament  among 
them,  four  times  a  year,  to  which  I  have  given  them  encour- 
agement, till  I  could  inform  the  honourable  Society  and  receive 
their  commands. 

As  to  the  Church  in  New-London,  it  continueth  in  nearly 
the  same  state  as  when  1  wrote  last,  which  is  about  last  Sep- 
tember, since  which  I  have  baptised  nine,  of  whom  one  was 
adult,  and  the  communicants  are  seventeen. 

The  people  here  continue  to  treat  me  in  a  very  handsome 
manner,  and  annually  do  something  more  than  make  good 
their  obligations  in  contributing  to  my  support. 

Eeverend  Sir,  your, 

And  the  honourable  Society's  most  dutiful 

And  most  obedient  servant, 

Sam'l  Seabfet. 
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lUev.  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary,— Extract.'] 

Newtown^  in  New-Englmdy 

September  ^th^  1736. 

Keverend  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  baptised  twenty-five  children  and  five 
adults,  and  have  admitted  to  the  communion  two  persons 
more ;  the  whole  number  of  my  communicants  is  now  one 
hundred  and  five ;  but  by  reason  of  our  people  living  very 
distant  from  each  other,  I  seldom  have  more  than  fifty  com- 
municants together  at  once,  and  for  that  reason  I  administer 
that  Sacrament  every  other  Sunday.  I  have  lately,  upon  the 
repeated  invitations  of  the  people  of  IsTewark,  in  New-Jersey, 
visited  them.  I  performed  divine  service  two  Sundays,  and 
had  about  three  or  four  hundred  hearers ;  they  appeared  very 
desirous  of  having  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  England  set- 
tled among  them,  and  are  now  about  sending  a  memorial  to 
the  venerable  Society  for  that  end,  and  have  earnestly  de- 
sired me  to  certify  tliat  honourable  Board  of  my  willingness 
to  be  removed,  if  they  see  fit  to  erect  a  mission,  and  remove 
me  thither. 

Thereupon,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  acquaint  that  honour- 
able body  that  I  am  perfectly  contented  with  my  present 
condition,  and  should  have  no  inclination  to  remove  if  I  did 
not  think  that  I  could  do  much  more  good  there  than  I  can 
in  this  parish ;  and  that  within  a  little  time  there  will  be,  it 
is  probable,  at  I^ewark,  the  largest  congregation  within  two 
hundred  miles ;  and  it  is  very  likely  they  will  soon  be  able 
to  maintain  a  minister  without  any  assistance,  though  at 
present  they  cannot  well  do  it ;  but  in  this  I  entirely  submit 
to  the  wisdom  of  the  venerable  Society, 

And  am.  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

John  Beach. 
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[£ev.  Mr.  Caner  to  the  Secretary. 1 

Fairfield^  in  New-England^ 

IZth  Sepemher,  1736. 

Beverend  Sir, 

In  a  letter  by  tlie  Eev.  Mr.  McSparran,  I  acquainted  the 
honourable  Society  of  my  safe  arrival  in  New-England ;  since 
then  I  have  so  good  a  state  of  health  as  to  be  capable  of 
serving  my  parish  in  a  constant  way.  The  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England  here  increase  in  numbers  and  seriousness. 

The  Dissenters  among  us  are  busily  employed  in  examining 
into  the  conduct  of  the  missionaries  in  order  to  have  whereof 
to  accuse  us ;  some  instances,  misinterpreted,  I  understand 
they  pitch  upon.  I  trust  they  wi]l  not  find  any  instance  in 
my  conduct  to  make  the  foundation  of  a  complaint.  I  am 
not  conscious  that  I  have  laid  myself  open  to  misinterpreta- 
tion, and  as  to  real  misconduct,  I  defy  them ;  however,  as 
they  seem  resolved  to  make  thorough  work,  if  any  complaint 
of  this  nature  should  come  before  the  honourable  Society,  I 
beg  I  may  have  notice  of  it,  and  an  opportunity  to  vindicate 
myself  from  any  such  aspersions.  I  hope,  when  we  are  suf- 
ficiently sifted  and  tried,  we  shall  come  out  purer  and  less  ex- 
ceptionable. 

The  particular  state  of  my  parish  at  this  time  the  honour- 
able Society  will  find  expressed  in  my  notitia  ^arochialisy 
underwritten,  to  which  1  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  am  the  honourable  Society's 

Most  dutiful  and  obedient,  and.  Sir, 

.  Your  most  humble  servant, 

Henky  Canek, 
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[Hev,  Mr.  Arnold  to  the  Secretary,] 

West  Maven,  in  Connecticut, 

September  22d,  1736. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

I  performed  divine  service  last  Sunday  at  Milford,  one  of  the 
most  considerable  towns  in  Connecticut  Colony,  where  the 
use  of  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Creed,  and  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, or  the  reading  the  Scripture  in  divine  service,  was 
never  before  known.  There  was  a  very  numerous  auditory, 
most  attentive  and  desirous  to  be  instructed  in  the  worship  of 
the  Church  of  England  ;  but  these  who  are  looking  towards 
the  Church  are  commonly  the  poorer  sort  of  people ;  for  the 
staff  of  government  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Dissenters,  who 
rule  the  Church  with  an  iron  rod,  those  who  receive  honour 
one  of  another  set  themselves  at  a  distance,  and  allow  their 
rage  and  revenge  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  Church.  Tliac  God,  in  mercy  to  our  land,  may  continue 
and  prosper  that  honourable  Society,  is,  and  shall  be  the  fer- 
vent prayer  of  their,  and  your  most  obliged,  devoted,  humble 
servant, 

Jonathan  Abnold. 


[From  the  Clergy/  of  New-England  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.] 

Fairfield^  in  New-England, 

March  "^^th,  1739. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

Notwithstanding  it  has  once  and  again  been  declared  by 
the  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  (and  approved  of  by  the 
Lords  Justices  in  their  letter  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Boston,  dated  October  7th,  1725,)  that  there  is  no  establish- 
ment of  any  religion  in  these  colonies,  nor  can  be  without 
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his  most  sacred  Majesty's  explicit  consent ;  yet  this  govern- 
ment have  taken  upon  them  to  make  an  establishment  of  the 
Congregational  way,  (as  they  call  it,)  appears  by  several  acts 
in  their  printed  law  book,  and  do  act  as  an  establishment, 
and  to  treat  the  Church  of  England  as  Dissenters.  They 
have,  indeed,  made  a  law  by  which  they  pretended  to  exempt 
the  people  of  the  Church  of  England  from  paying  to  the 
support  of  their  ministers  and  the  building  of  their  meeting- 
houses, but  they  have  contrived  several  methods  to  elude  it. 

2.  Among  which,  a  principal  contrivance  is  to  make  cer- 
tain funds  in  each  town  to  be  let  out  to  use  for  raising  the 
salaries  of  their  ministers,  without  any  tax  upon  the  people. 
This  first  began  at  Fairfield,  by  the  sale  of  certain  lands,  se- 
questered by  the  proprietors  of  that  town  for  the  support  of 
the  ministry,  the  money  arising  from  which  sale  they  divided 
to  each  parish  according  to  their  propriety,  only  excluding 
the  members  of  the  Church  of  England  in  each  parish  from 
any  share  or  benefit  in  this  sale,  though  tliere  were  many  of 
them  as  considerable  proprietors  as  any  of  those  who  were 
admitted  to  enjoy  it.  And  the  success  with  which  this  un- 
just action  was  attended  has  put  them  upon  much  the  same 
measures  throughout  the  colony ;  and  one  means  of  making 
such  funds  is  by  the  sale  of  seven  new  townships  of  common 
lands  belonging  to  this  government,  wherein  (as  we  appre- 
hend) the  people  of  the  Church  of  England  have  equally  a 
right,  according  to  their  proportion,  with  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  government ;  and  the  money  arising  from  the  sale 
of  these  lands  they  have  appropriated  either  to  the  schools, 
or  to  what  they  call  the  established  ministry  of  this  govern- 
ment, at  the  election  of  the  several  towns,  (as  will  appear  by 
their  printed  acts  to  this  purpose,)  so  that,  according  to  their 
sense  of  their  law,  we  of  the  Church  of  England  are  excluded 
from  any  benefit  of  that  sale. 

Another  of  these  devices  for  raising  of  the  above  mentioned 
funds  has  been  by  a  bill,  (not  yet  indeed  passed  into  an  act, 
though  we  have  reason  to  believe  the  design  is  not  yet  laid 
aside,)  to  appropriate  the  loan  of  their  last  commission  of 
£50,000  of  bills  of  credit  to  that  purpose. 

To  prevent  these  proceedings,  the  people  of  our  Church 
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have  laid  an  humble  address  before  the  General  Assembly, 
signed  by  more  than  six  hundred  and  thirty  males  above  six- 
teen years  old,  (and  the  number  could  have  amounted  to 
above  seven  hundred  if  all  would  have  had  opportunity  to 
sign,)  praying  that  they  might  have  their  proportion  of  these 
public  moneys  toward  the  support  of  their  ministers  ;  but  they 
have  been  pleased  in  their  last  Assembly  to  negative  that 
petition,  so  that  our  people  can  expect  no  favour  or  justice 
from  our  government  in  this  regard,  and  beg  of  us  to  lay  their 
oppressed  state  before  the  Society. 

3.  Another  grievance  that  we  have  to  complain  of  is,  the 
case  of  sundry  people  (to  the  number  of  fifty  families)  in  the 
westernmost  parts  of  this  colony,  chiefly  belonging  to  Horse- 
neck  and  Stamford,  living  so  near  to  the  Parish  Church  of  Rye, 
as  that  they  can  and  do  attend  upon  the  ministrations  of  the 
Eeverend  Mr.  "Wetmore,  who  also  does  frequently  officiate 
among  them,  to  which  he  was  requested  by  their  joint  appli- 
cation to  him.  When,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  above- 
mentioned  act,  he  demanded  his  due  proportion  of  the  tax, 
viz.,  what  was  paid  by  the  professors  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land, payment  wat  refused ;  upon  which  he  commenced  an 
action  against  the  collector,  which  went  through  the  courts 
and  was  finally  lost.  The  people,  perceiving  themselves 
destitute  of  any  hopes  of  relief  in  a  course  of  law,  applied 
themselves  in  an  humble  address  to  the  General  Assembly, 
praying  for  a  redress  of  this  grievance,  which  address  was  set 
aside,  and  nothing  was  done  for  their  relief;  so  that  they, 
and  all  others  living  but  a  few  miles  from  any  Church  of 
England,  whatever  care  and  pains  the  minister  may  take  in 
visiting  and  administering  to  them,  shall,  notwithstanding 
the  said  act,  be  obliged  to  pay  to  the  support  of  dissenting 
ministers,  unless  relief  can  be  obtained  from  home. 

4.  That  we  may  be  as  little  tedious  as  possible,  we  will 
pass  by  several  other  instances  whereby  they  have  endea- 
voured to  elude  the  act  they  had  made  in  our  favour,  and 
proceed  lastly  to  lay  before  the  Society  the  case  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Arnold,  which  is  as  follows:  William  Greyson,  of  Lon- 
don, Esq.,  made  a  donation  of  a  piece  of  land  in  ITew-Haven 
to  him,  as  trustee  for  the  Church  of  England,  to  build  a 
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Church  on,  and  when  he  went  to  take  possession  and  make 
improvement  of  said  land  bj  ploughing  the  same,  he  was 
opposed  by  a  great  number  of  people,  being  resolute  that  no 
Church  should  be  built  there,  who,  in  a  riotous  and  tumul- 
tuous manner,  being  (as  we  have  good  reason  to  believe)  put 
upon  it  by  some  in  authority,  and  of  the  chief  men  in  the  town, 
beat  his  cattle  and  abused  his  servants,  threatening  both  his 
and  their  lives  to  that  degree,  that  he  was  obliged  to  quit 
the  field.  And  though  he  made  presentment  against  sundry 
of  them,  for  breach  of  the  peace,  to  the  civil  authority,  yet 
they  refuse  to  take  cognizance  of  it,  and  so  he  could  obtain 
no  relief. 

We  beg  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves,  Eeverend  Sir,  the 
venerable  Society's  and  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient 
servants, 

Samuel  Seabuky,  Sam'l  Johnson, 

Eben'k  Pundekson,  J.  Wetmore, 

JoNA.  Arnold,  Henry  Caner, 

John  Beach. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Punderson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract^ 

Groton,  June  ISth,  1739. 

Keverend  Sir, 

There  is  not  any  more  considerable  alteration  in  the  par- 
islies  under  my  care  than  that  of  the  spirit  and  temper  of  our 
dissenting  brethren,  many  of  which,  from  being  revilers  and 
haters  of  our  Church,  are  brought  to  have  a  good  opinion  of 
it,  and  occasionally  attend  our  worship.  I  believe  that  at 
the  last  Christmas,  and  upon  a  Lord's  day  since,  there  met  in 
our  Church  upwards  of  four  hundred  persons  who  behaved 
soberly  and  devoutly,  many  of  which  had  been  our  bitterest 
enemies,  which  to  me  is  an  unspeakable  comfort.  Upon  the 
earnest  desire  of  a  considerable  number,  I  have  made  a  jour- 
ney to  Middletown,  about  forty  miles  from  my  home,  and 
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preached  to  a  sober  body  of  people,  near  one  hundred,  two 
of  which  have  since  come  and  joined  themselves  to  our  com- 
munion. 

Eeverend  Sir,  I  am, 
Yours,  and  the  Society's  most  obedient  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundeksok. 


[Jiev,  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary. -^Mtract.l 

Newtown^  August  2Uhj  1739. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  been  here  almost  seven  years,  and  have  baptised 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four,  of  which  thirteen  are  adults,  and 
have  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  communicants,  but  they 
live  so  far  distant  from  each  other,  that  commonly  I  can  ad- 
minister to  no  more  than  about  fifty  at  once,  which  occasions 
my  administering  it  the  more  frequently  ;  and,  though  I  meet 
with  many  discouragements,  yet  I  have  this  satisfaction,  that 
all  my  communicants  (one  or  two  excepted)  do  adorn  their 
profession  by  a  sober,  righteous  and  godly  life. 

I  am.  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  servant, 

John  Beach. 


[From  the  Clergy  of  New-England  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.l 

New-London^  May  1740. 

Reverend  Sir, 

"We,  the  Clergy  of  New-England,  convened  at  ITew-Lon- 
don,  beg  leave  to  represent  to  the  honourable  Society  the 
state  of  a  considerable  congregation  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land settled  at  Hopkinston  and  the  parts  adjacent.    This  town 
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lias  bee^i  fbf  some  years  a  place  of  resort  to  several  creditable 
families  of  Conformists,  wliose  inclination  or  employment 
lias  caused  them  to  remove  from  Boston  into  the  country,  to 
"whom  many  of  the  old  inhabitants,  both  of  the  Church  and 
dissenting  persuasions,  have  united  themselves  in  promoting 
the  Episcopal  Church,  being  induced  thereto  by  a  monthly 
lecture  preached  among  them,  and  some  encouragement  they 
received  of  being  recommended  to  the  Society's  favour ;  there 
is  likewise  a  probability  of  a  large  increase  by  the  addition 
of  many  others  who  have  purchased  farms  in  the  same  town, 
-  so  as  to  possess  near  a  third  part  of  the  township,  in  order  to 
settle  themselves  or  children  thereon,  provided  they  can  enjoy 
a  constant  public  worship  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
procure  some  assistance  toward  the  support  of  an  Episcopal 
minister  to  reside  with  them,  which  they  express  an  earnest 
desire  of,  and  a  readiness  to  contribute  to  the  utmost  of  their 
ability  towards  his  comfortable  subsistence* 
'Wg  are  the  honourable  Society's, 

And,  Keverend  Sir,  / 
Your  most  humble  servants, 
Akth.  Bkowne,  John  Usher, 

Bam'l  Seabury,  HenkY  Canee, 

John  Beach,  Hogeb  Price, 

Eben^r  Pundeeson,  James  Honeyman, 

8am'l  Johnson  James  MacSpaeean 


[BeV',  Mr^,  Morris  to  the  Secretary, — JExtract^l 

West  Hamn^  September  13^A,  1740» 

Beverend  Sir, 

I  was  received  by  the  Church  people  with  no  small  pleas- 
tire,  for,  upon  Mr.  Arnold  leaving  them,  they  seemed  to 
despair  of  having  another  to  succeed  him ;  beside,  the  Dis- 
senters used  to  boast  and  affirm  confidently  that  the  Society 
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would  never  send  here  another  missionary,  wHch  was  some 
mortification  to  them,  who  are  a  people  indeed  not  to  be 
despised,  and  are  ready  enough  to  express  their  gratitude. 
I  must  further  say  of  them,  that  they  are  the  most  versed  in 
casuistry  of  any  people  I  ever  met ;  I  mean  of  those  that  can 
only  read  English.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury's  Treatise 
on  Church  Government,  and  the  late  Archbishop  of  Dublin's 
Collection  of  Cases,  with  several  other  books,  have  been  read 
here  to  good  purpose,  and  what  they  are  further  to  be  valued 
for  is,  that  their  conforming  to  the  Church  has  exposed  them 
to  many  inconveniences  and  oppression  from  the  Dissenters; 
I  have  two  warrants  by  me,  granted  before  my  time,  to  take 
up  two  men  in  "VYaterbury  for  not  frequenting  their  meetings ; 
and  when  one  of  them  offered  to  give  his  reasons  why  he 
could  not  go  to  their  extempore  prayers,  he  was  silenced  and 
ordered  to  prison,  or  pay  his  fine  ;  two  more  in  ISTorth  Haven 
were  some  time  in  jail  before  my  arrival,  for  not  paying  their 
rates  to  the  dissenting  teachers,  which  is  contrary  to  a  law 
made  here  in  our  favour,  (as  I  am  informed,)  at  a  time  when 
they  were  apprehensive  of  losing  their  charter.  The  governor 
of  this  colony  is  elected  yearly,  and  one  "Williams,  who  was 
lately  rector  of  the  Seminary  in  ISTew-Haven,  quitted  that 
office  with  a  view  to  be  elected  governor  next  year ;  but  if  he 
succeeds,  we  are  likely  to  have  a  troublesome  neighbour. 

Though  there  be  some  hot  spirits  among  the  Dissenters^ 
especially  their  teachers  and  those  in  power,  yet  there  are 
many  others  more  moderate,  and  who  seem  well  affected  to 
our  Church,  and  are  apt  to  frequent  it. 

Should  I  give  you  an  account  of  the  geography  of  my 
mission,  you  would  find  it  large  enough  for  a  Diocese  ;  but  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  mean  this  by  way  of  complaint 
of  the  difficulty  and  length  of  the  roads ;  and  if  I  may  be 
allowed  to  complain  of  any  thing,  it  must  be  of  the  wretched 
fanaticism  that  runs  so  high  in  this  country,  and  a  body 
would  be  apt  to  think  higher  than  it  did  in  England  in 
Cromwell's  time,  which  does  not  so  well  suit  one  of  my  com- 
plexion ;  yet  I  have  been  serviceable  in  the  Church,  and  will 
endeavour  to  be  more  so. 

I  have  been  informed  since  I  came  here,  that  the  Dissenters 
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in  Korth  Haven  have  obliged  the  Church  people  to  contrib- 
ute towards  building  a  meeting-house,  and  sent  one  poor 
fellow  to  jail  who  was  not  in  a  capacity  to  pav  his  cess; 
however,  this  may  be  contrary  to  l^iw  here,  yet  it  is  found, 
by  repeated  experience^  that  a  poor  Churchman  can  expect 
no  redress  in  any  court  here. 

I  am,  Eeverend  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged  and  very  obedient  servant, 

Theo-  Moeeis- 

October  mh,  1740. 


\Bev,  Mr^  JoJinson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract^'] 

Etmtford,  in      K,  Nov.  10th,  1740. 

Reverend  Sir, 

As  to  the  complaint  we  designed  to  lay  before  the  Society 
about  the  money  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  seven  new 
townships,  the  event  is  that,  rather  than  the  Church  should 
have  any  share  in  it,  the  last  Assembly  have  repealed  the 
act  that  vested  in  the  several  dissenting  ministers  their  divi- 
dends of  it,  exclusive  of  the  Church,  so  that  now,  by  a  former 
act,  it  belongs  to  the  schools,  though  I  imagine  they  yet  have 
some  contrivance  to  exclude  us  from  any  advantage  from  it ; 
for  the  increase  of  the  Church  in  this  country  is  very  dis- 
pleasing to  those  at  the  helm,  and  disposes  them  to  distress 
us  in  all  the  ways  they  can,  and  particularly  by  so  explain- 
ing the  law,  in  their  execution  of  it,  as  to  oblige  many  of  our 
people  to  pay  their  public  dues  to  the  support  of  their  minis- 
ters and  building  their  meeting-houses,  if  they  happen  to  live 
at  such  a  distance  from  our  Churches  as  renders  a  constant 
attendance  impracticable,  by  which  means  some  of  them 
have  been  hauled  to  jail,  and  there  been  forced  to  abide  'till 
they  paid  the  utmost  farthing.  This  has  been  the  case  with 
some  people  at  a  village  called  Cheshire,  who  have  lately 
complained  to  me ;  and  this  is  tlireatened  and  doubtless  will 
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be  shortly  executed  upon  the  people  of  another  village  called 
Scotland,  belonging  to  Sim&bury,  a  town  sixty  miles  north- 
ward. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  seryant, 

Sam'l  Johnson. 


[Hev.  Jf/*.  Punderson  to  the  Bishop  of  Zondon.] 

iT.  Groton,  mh  Deo,,  174:1. 

My  Lord, 

The  duties  and  labours  of  my  mission  are  exceedingly 
increased  by  the  surprising  entliusiams  that  rage  among 
us,  the  centre  of  which  is  the  place  of  my  residence,  a 
short  account  of  which  I  shall  trouble  your  Lordship  with. 
Since  Mr.  Whitefield  has  been  in  this  country,  there  has 
been  a  great  number  of  vagrant  preachers,  the  most  re- 
markable of  which  is  Mr.  Davenport,  of  Long  Island,  who 
came  to  ITew-London  in  July,  pronounced  your  ministers 
unconverted,  and,  by  his  boisterous  behaviour  and  vehement 
crying,  "  Come  to  Christ,"  many  were  struck^  as  the  plirase 
is,  and  made  the  most  terrible  and  affecting  noise,  that  was 
heard  a  mile  from  tlie  place.  He  came  to  this  Society,  acted 
in  the  same  manner  five  days,  w^as  followed  by  innumerable 
[people ;]  some  could  not  endure  the  house,  saying  that  it 
seemed  to  them  more  like  the  infernal  regions,  than  the  place 
of  worshipping  the  God  of  Heaven  \  many,  after  the  amazing 
horror  and  distress  that  seized  them,  received  comfort,  (as 
they  term  it,)  and  five  or  six  of  these  young  men  in  this  So- 
ciety are  continually  going  about,  especially  in  the  night, 
converting,  as  they  call  it,  their  fellow  men  ;  two  of  these  act 
as  their  ministel-s,  and  they  affirm,  converted  above  two 
hundred  in  an  Irish  town  about  twenty  miles  back  in  the 
country.  Their  meetings  are  almost  every  night  in  this  and 
the  neighbouring  parishes,  and  the  most  astonishing  effects 
attend  them  i  screechings,  faintings,  convulsions,  visions,,  ap- 
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parent  death  for  twenty  or  thirty  hours,  actual  possession 
with  evil  spirits,  as  they  own  themselves.  The  spirit  in  all  is 
remarkably  bitter  against  the  Church  of  England.  Two  who 
were  "  struck,"  and  proceeded  in  this  way  of  exhorting  and 
praying,  until  actually  possessed,  came  to  me,  asked  the  same 
questions  :  "  Are  you  born  again  — "  Have  you  the  witness 
of  the  Spirit  ?"  &c.,  as  they  all  do ;  used  the  same  texts  of 
Scripture;  taught  the  same  doctrines;  called  me  Beelzebub, 
the  prince  of  devils;  and,  in  their  possession,  burnt  about 
£1 ,200.  They  have  since  been  to  me,  asked  my  forgiveness, 
and  bless  God  that  He  has  restored  them  to  the  spirit  of  a 
sound  mind.  There  are  at  least  twenty  or  thirty  of  these  lay 
holders-forth,  within  ten  miles  of  my  house,  who  hold  their 
meetings  every  night  in  the  week  in  some  place  or  other,  ex- 
cepting Saturday  night,  and  incredible  pains  are  taken  to 
seduce  and  draw  away  the  members  of  my  Church ;  but, 
blessed  be  God,  we  still  rather  increase. 

I  am,  my  Lord, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Eben'r  Punderson. 


lEev»  Mr,  Morris  to  the  Secretary.'] 

Derby,  June  20th,  1741. 

Keverend  Sir, 

Since  I  wrote  before,  I  made  it  my  business  to  be  further 
acquainted  with  the  people,  especially  the  Dissenters,  many 
of  whom  I  found,  on  my  travel,  well  alFected  to  our  worship, 
and  ready  to  conform,  had  they  an  opportunity  of  a  Church 
at  a  reasonable  distance.  Others,  I  have  heard  since,  object 
to  their  not  being  attended  as  often  as  they  could  wish.  This 
proves  too  strong  an  objection  among  weaker  people,  where 
dissenting  teachers  are  so  numerous.  There  are  others  who, 
in  their  private  conversations,  profess  a  great  liking  for  the 
Church,  will  readily  own  what  they  cannot  be  reconciled  to 
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in  the  Dissenters'  scheme,  especially  the  sort  of  ordination 
first  set  up  in  this  country ;  and  though  they  may  be  brought  to 
approve  our  liturgy,  notwithstanding  all  the  industry  of  their 
teachers,  yet,  as  they  are  men  who  have  little  places  and 
employments,  or  obtain  hopes  of  having  them,  they  will  not 
easily  be  persuaded  to  conform.  This  last  difficulty  is  the 
greatest  I  have  met  with  ;  indeed,  the  governing  party,  who 
are  the  most  violent,  seem  to  be  a  little  more  moderate  than 
they  have  been,  but  their  moderation  is  owing  to  their  being 
afraid  of  England.  I  have  lately  been  at  Simsbury,  where  I 
found  about  thirty  females  of  our  communion ;  they  are  in 
hopes  of  having  a  minister  at  last,  and  have  accordingly  pre- 
pared some  timber  to  build  a  Church.  I  remitted  their  rates, 
which  amount  to  about  fifty  pounds  of  this  currency,  to  help 
them  forward  with  the  building.  I  do  not  mention  this  as 
an  act  of  generosity,  for,  however  I  may  have  a  right  to  pro- 
tect them  from  the  Dissenters,  I  think  I  ought  not  to  apply 
their  money  to  my  own  use,  since  they  are  too  remote  to 
be  visited  above  twice  a  year  at  most,  considering  how 
many  parishes  I  have  beside  to  attend,  and,  indeed,  remote 
enough  from  one  another.  I  urged  upon  my  brethren  at  the 
Convention  to  assist  me  in  attending  Simsbury,  which  some 
consented  to  do,  so  that  they  can  be  served  now  eight  times 
a  year,  and  this,  I  hope,  will  keep  them  in  heart. 

I  have  taken  another  Church  into  my  care  at  Wallingford, 
which  consists  of  twelve  families.  I  engaged  to  attend  them 
once  a  quarter,  which  they  seem  to  be  satisfied  with,  for  they 
know  it  is  as  much  as  I  can  do  for  them.  I  procured  Mr. 
Thomson,  whom  I  mentioned  before,  to  officiate  every  Sun- 
day in  some  one  parish  in  my  absence,  and  as  his  prudence 
and  discretion  have  rendered  him  entirely  agreeable  to  the 
people,  he  proves  very  serviceable  to  me. 

I  must  further  acquaint  you  that,  in  many  places,  there  are 
some  undivided  lands  laid  out  for  the  use  of  the  ministry ; 
and  those  of  the  Church  party  who  are  proprietors  think  it 
reasonable  their  proportion  should  be  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  their  minister,  and  are  ready  enough  to  engage  in  a  law- 
suit if  there  was  hopes  of  success  in  England  ;  indeed,  if  Dr. 
McSparran  gain  his  cause,  it  will  pave  the  way  to  do  the 
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Clmreli  a  very  considerable  service.*  Since  I  came  to  tMs 
mission  there  have  been  added  to  our  communion  eight  per- 
sons, four  of  whom  conformed  lately ;  six  more  have  con- 
formed, but  have  not  been  yet  at  the  Sacrament.  This,  Sir, 
is  all  I  have  to  add  to  my  first  letter,  dated  last  September, 
and  which  I  hope  has  not  miscarried. 

I  am.  Reverend  Sir,  your  most  obliged 

And  very  obedient  servant, 

Theo.  Moeris. 


[Hev.  Mr.  Punderson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

if.  Groton^  20th  Decemler^  1741. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  would  inform  the  venerable  Society,  &c.,  that  enthu- 
siasm exceedingly  rages  in  the  parts  under  my  care,  but  es- 
pecially in  this ;  the  most  amazing  screechings,  screamings, 
faintings,  convulsions  and  visions  attend  it,  and  are  made  the 
inseparable  marks  of  conversion  and  the  new  birth  ;  and  two 
persons  in  this  parish  have  been  so  wonderfully  wrought 
upon  in  this  manner  as  to  become  actually  possessed  by  a 
devil,  as  all  grant ;  and  one  of  them  who,  by  the  good  provi- 
dence of  God,  is  restored  to  the  use  of  reason,  confesses  the 
Spirit,  in  these  demoniacs  and  enthusiasts,  is  extremely  vio- 
lent against  the  established  Church ;  and  both  I  and  all  un- 
der my  care  are  declared  both  by  teacher  and  people  to  be 
unconverted,  and  going  straight  down  to  hell.  'Tis  amazing 
how  this  wild  scene  prevails,  and  how  it  will  end  God  only 
knows.  It  increases  my  labours  to  that  degree,  that  I  can 
scarce  spend  a  whole  day  in  my  study  or  family.  I  have 
twice  been  desired  to  preach  to  a  large  congregation  of 
Seventh-day  Baptists,  in  Westerly,  and  complied  with  their 
desires. 

I  am  yours,  and  the  honourable  Society's 

Real  friend  and  servant, 

Eben'r  Pijndeeson. 

*  Dr.  McSparran  was  then  engaged  in  prosecuting  a  suit  he  had  brought  for 
the  recovery  of  certain  lands  in  Narragansett,  which  he  claimed  in  behalf  of  the 
Church,   The  Ehode  Island  Documents  will  furnish  the  history  of  this  proceeding. ' 
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l^ev,  Mr,  Funckrson  to  tlie  Secretary.— Extract, 1 

iT.  Grotm,  March  SOth,  1742. 

Reverend  Sir, 

There  never  was  more  pressing  need  of  good  books  among 
us  than  in  this  astonishing  season,  in  which  the  wildest  enthu- 
siasm and  superstition  prevail ;  and  it  is  attended  with  the 
most  bitter  fruits  of  uncharitableness  and  spiritual  pride,  an 
instance  or  two  of  which  I  shall  trouble  the  honourable 
Society  with.  Some  time  since,  immediately  after  I  had 
preached  a  sermon  in  J^orwich,  one  of  these  enthusiasts  came 
to  me  and  demanded  my  experience ;  (which  is  very  com- 
mon ;)  his  request  being  denied,  he  pronounced  me  uncon- 
verted, and,  not  only  going  myself,  but  leading  all  under  my 
charge,  down  to  hell.  Soon  after,  he  was  attended  with  a 
dumb  spirit,  and  uttered  nothing  for  five  or  six  days,  except 
two  or  three  blasphemous  expressions,  viz..  Go  tell  the  breth- 
ren I  am  risen ;  ai  another  time,  Sufier  little  children  to 
come  unto  me,  &c.  Tliere  also  came  another  of  these  ex- 
horters  (as  they  are  called  here)  to  my  house,  attended  by 
many ;  declared  me  as  upright  and  a-s  exemplary  a  person  as 
any  he  knew  in  the  world,  yet  he  knew  I  was  unconverted, 
and  leading  my  people  down  to  hell ;  he  affirmed  that  he  was 
sent  with  a  message  from  God,  and  felt  the  Spirit  upon  him, 
&c. ;  he  seemed  sincere.  Soon  after,  Mr.  Croswell,  the  dis- 
senting teacher  in  this  parish,  with  two  attendants,  came 
singing  to  my  house,  pronounced  me  unconverted,  yet,  at 
the  time,  declared  that  he  did  nt)t  know  me  guilty  of  any 
crime.  I  assured  him  that,  in  my  opinion,  it  was  a  greater 
crime  for  him  thus  to  murder  my  soul,  usefulness  and  repu- 
tation in  the  world,  than  for  me  to  attempt  his  natural  life ; 
and  that  ho  certainly  must  be  a  worse  man,  thus,  in  cool 
blood  and  under  a  religious  pretence,  to  pronounce  damnation 
against  me,  than  for  a  common  swearer  to  say  to  another 
God  damn  you     since  this  he  is  not  so  fierce  as  before. 
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At  the  first  rise  of  this  enchanting  delusion,  I  was  under 
melancholy  apprehensions  that  the  infant  Church  of  England, 
in  this  and  the  adjacent  places,  would  be  crushed,  those  being 
the  centre  of  the  religious  delirium  ;  some  have  gone  after  it, 
but  more  been  added,  and  I  am  more  and  more  convinced  of 
the  promise  of  our  blessed  Lord,  that  the  gates  of  hell  shall 
never  prevail,  &c.  My  labours  abundantly  increase,  and  I 
have  scarce  been  at  home  a  week  together  the  past  winter ; 
sometimes  I  preach  two  or  three  sermons  a  week,  beside 
constantly  on  the  Lord's-day,  and  I  have  good  hope  that  my 
labour  is  not  in  vain. 

Your  and  the  honourable  Society's 

Real  friend  and  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundeeson. 


[Jiev;  Mr.  Seahur^  to  the  Secretary/.— Extract.] 

JVevj-Zondon,  in  New-England^ 

May  Zd,  1742. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  observe  in  the  collection  of  papers  aforesaid,  page  37, 
order  the  23d,  a  direction  to  the  several  missionaries  to  send 
an  account  of  the  founding  and  building  the  Churches  in  their 
respective  parishes,  and  how  the  same  have  been  supplied 
with  ministers,  and  also  an  account  of  the  glebe,  &c.  In 
compliance  therewith,  I  state  that,  from  the  records  of  St. 
James'  Church,  at  New-London,  it  appears  that  the  said 
Church  was  built  by  subscription ;  the  first  bears  date  June 
25th,  1725.  That  on  the  27th  of  September  following,  seven 
of  the  members  of  the  Church  of  England  did,  by  an  instru- 
ment under  their  hand,  form  themselves  into  a  committee 
for  the  purchasing  a  convenient  place  in  N'ew-London,  and 
for  erecting  and  building  a  Church  for  the  service  of  Al- 
mighty God,  according  to  the  liturgy  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land as  by  law  established ;  that  at  the  same  meeting  the 
Reverend  Mr.  McSparran,  the  Society's- missionary  at  Karra- 
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gansett,  was  made  treasurer ;  that  on  June  the  20tli,  1726,  a 
carpenter  was  agreed  with  for  a  wood  frame ;  that  on  the  9th 
of  August  following  the  timber  was  brought  to  the  ground ; 
on  the  first  of  October  the  frame  was  raised  and  completed, 
and  on  the  28th  of  Kovember,  1727,  the  house  was  enclosed, 
glazed,  the  underfloor  laid,  a  neat  desk  and  pulpit  finished, 
and  in  this  state  was  the  Church  at  J^Tew-London  when  I  ar- 
rived there,  December  9th,  1730,  in  the  service  of  the  hon- 
ourable Society. 

^New-London  is  a  small  town,  standing  by  a  pleasant  river 
about  two  miles  from  the  sea,  [sound,]  the  principal  port  of 
Connecticut  colony,  first  settled  by  the  Independents  and  a 
few  Anabaptists  and  sort  of  Quaker  Baptists. 

The  first  members  of  the  Church  of  England  who  founded 
St.  James'  Church  were  either  Europeans,  not  long  settled 
here,  or  persons  brought  up  in  other  colonies.  The  govern- 
ment here  makes  no  provision  for  the  Church,  though  they 
commonly  grant  large  tracts  of  land  in  every  town  for 
the  advantage  of  the  Independents  ;  but  the  Church  at  IS'ew- 
London  has  neither  glebe  nor  parsonage-house,  and  except  a 
weekly  contribution  of  its  members  for  the  use  of  the  minis- 
ter, which  amounts  to  about  a  crown  sterling  per  week,  it  is 
wholly  supported  by  the  charity  of  the  honourable  Society. 

The  sectaries  here  seem  crumbling  into  more  parties  and 
divisions  daily,  branding  each  other  with  anathemas.  The 
Church  under  my  care  remains  steadfast. 

Yours,  and  the  honourable  Society's 

Most  humble  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Seabuky. 


[Jiev.  Mr.  Caner  to  tTie  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

Fairfield^  New-England^  July  Ist,  1742. 

Keverend  Sir, 

Enthusiam  has  made  no  progress  at  Fairfield,  and  the 
effects  of  it  at  Stamford.  Norwalk,  Kidgefield,  &c.,  where  it 
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has  a  large  spread,  has  been  the  reconciling  many  sober,  con- 
siderate people  to  the  communion  of  our  Church.  In  order 
to  prevent  as  much  as  possible  the  spreading  of  enthusiastic 
principles,  both  now  and  hereafter,  among  us,  I  have  applied 
myself  closely  to  the  duty  of  catechizing  young  and  old  who 
do  not  appear  to  have  sufficiently  digested  the  grounds  of 
our  most  holy  faith ;  the  catechumens,  being  divided  into 
three  classes,  are  examined  and  instructed,  according  to  their 
several  improvements,  every  Lord's-day  after  sermon,  in  the 
afternoon. 

The  venerable  Society's 

Most  dutiful  and  obedient,  and,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Henky  Canek. 


[The  Clergy  of  Connecticut  to  the  Bishop  of  London.] 

Fairfield^  in  Connecticut^ 

August  mh,  1742. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

We,  your  Lordship's  clergy  of  this  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
humbly  beg  leave  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  the  difficulties 
which  at  present  affect  us.  The  want  of  a  Bishop  to  reside 
among  us  has  been  often  mentioned  as  a  very  great  obstruction 
to  the  propagation  of  religion  in  this  remote  part  of  the  world ; 
and  we  take  leave  upon  this  occasion  to  renew  our  most  hum° 
ble  thanks,  as  for  all  your  Lordship's  good  offices  toward  the 
Church  in  these  plantations,  so  particularly  for  your  kind  at- 
tention to  the  several  representations  of  this  nature,  which 
we  have  formerly  made,  and  your  sincere  endeavours  to 
obtain  this  advantage  for  us,  and,  since  that  could  not  be 
effected,  for  the  kind  provision  your  Lordship  has  made  for 
us,  as  some  remedy  to  this  inconvenience,  by  appointing 
Commissaries  among  us  under  your  Lordship's  own  special 
direction.    But  as  the  number  of  Clergy  within  this  district 
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is  considerably  increased,  since  the  appointment  of  a  Commis- 
sary at  Boston,  we  humbly  hope  your  Lordship  will  excuse 
us  if  wo  presume  to  suggest,  with  great  submission,  whether 
it  might  not  be  highly  expedient  for  your  Lordship  to  ap- 
point a  Commissary  in  this  colony ;  our  distances  from  the 
Commissary  at  Boston  is  such  as  makes  it  impracticable 
for  us  to  attend  upon  the  yearly  Convention,  and,  conse- 
quently, to  receive  the  benefit  of  that  appointment.  There 
are  now  fourteen  Churches  built  and  building,  and  seven 
Clergymen  within  this  colony,  and  others  daily  called  for ; 
the  nearest  of  us  about  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the 
most  of  ns  upward  of  two  hundred  miles  from  Boston  ;  and 
the  charge  of  such  a  journey,  yearly,  is  too  considerable  for 
our  circumstances  well  to  admit  of.  Beside,  the  absence 
from  our  parishes,  which  such  a  distance  requires,  proved 
oftentimes  great  prejudice  to  our  people,  not  only  from  tho 
want  of  publick  worship,  but  likewise  in  regard  they  are 
liable  to  be  seduced  by  the  indefatigable  endeavours  of  en- 
thusiastic teachers,  who,  since  Mr.  Whitefield's  tour  through 
this  colony,  have  made  an  astonishing  progress. 

We  would  Ti  A  be  thought  to  prescribe,  and  therefore  be- 
speak your  Lordship's  candour,  when  we  presume  to  men- 
tion the  Beverend  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Stratford,  as  a  person 
from  whose  ability,  virtue  and  integrity  we  might  hope  all 
the  advantages  which  such  an  authority  would  enable  him 
to  derive  to  ns,  if  your  Lordship  should  think  proper  to  be- 
stow this  honour  upon  him.  Your  Lordship  does  not  need 
to  be  informed,  and  therefore  we  forbear  to  mention,  the 
particular  advantages  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  residence  of  a 
Commissary  among  ns,  especially  at  a  time  when  enthusiasm, 
in  its  worst  colors,  is  daily  gaining  ground.  We  flatter  our- 
selves with  hopes  of  your  Lordship's  pardon  and  indulgence 
on  this  point,  and  beg  to  assure  your  Lordship  that  We  are, 
May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

Your  Lordship's  obedient  servants, 
Henet  Caner,  John  Beach, 

Samuel  Seabury,  Eben'r  Ptjndeeson, 

Rich'd  Caner. 
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[Mev,  Mr.  JoJmson  to  tTie  BisTiop  of  London,-— Extracti] 

Stratford^  in  New-England^ 

September  6th,  1742, 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

This  letter  accompanies  another  to  your  Lordship  from  my 
brethren  of  the  Clergy  in  this  colony,  wherein  they  humbly 
represent  the  necessity,  or,  at  least,  the  great  advantage  of  a 
Commissary  to  be  resident  among  us,  by  reason  of  our  great 
distance  from  Boston,  which,  at  a  medium,  is  between  150 
and  200  miles. 

On  this  occasion  I  humbly  beg  leave  to  join  my  voice  with 
theirs  to  the  same  purpose,  (for  I  do  believe,  with  submission 
to  your  Lordship,)  that  it  would  be  a  very  considerable 
means  for  the  promoting  the  interests  of  religion  and  order 
among  us  ;  especially  considering  how  much  the  Church  has 
increased  here  within  these  few  years.  When  I  came  hero 
there  were  not  one  hundred  adult  persons  of  the  Church  in 
this  whole  colony,  whereas  now  there  are  considerably  more 
than  two  thousand,  and  at  least  five  or  six  thousand,  young 
and  old  ;  and,  since  the  progress  of  this  strange  spirit  of  en- 
thusiasm, it  seems  daily  very  much  increasing. 

My  brethren  have,  indeed,  done  me  the  honour  to  mention 
my  name  to  your  Lordship.  As  to  this,  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Lordship  that  it  is  from  their  own  motion,  and  not  in  the 
least  owing  to  any  influence  of  mine,  that  they  have  so  done; 
and  that  if  your  Lordship  shall  think  it  fit,  at  all,  to  appoint 
a  Commissary  in  this  colony,  1  shall  be  very  well  satisfied  to 
Bubmit  to  any  other  person  whom  your  Lordship  shall  think 
proper  to  appoint  to  preside  over  us. 

May  it  please  your  Lordship, 

Your  Lordship's  most  dutiful 

And  most  obedient  son  and  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson, 
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[Bev.  Mr,  Seahury  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

New-London^  in  New-England^  Nov,  1742. 
Reverend  Sir, 

At  Hebron  the  Church  increaseth.  I  had  forty  communi- 
cants present  the  last  Sacrament.  Mr.  Barzillai  Dean,  whom 
my  brethren  of  the  clergy  of  Connecticut  have  desired  and 
advised  me  to  recommend  to  the  Society's  notice,  has  at- 
tended the  Hebron  Church  the  year  past,  (when  I  have  not 
been  there,)  by  reading  a  form  of  prayer  out  of  the  Liturgy 
of  the  Church,  and  sermons  of  the  Church  of  England  divines, 
to  the  great  edification  of  the  people.  In  compassion  to  them, 
I  beg  leave  to  lament  to  the  honourable  Society,  that  poor 
people's  want  of  a  resident  minister,  who,  I  am  well  sensible, 
might  be  far  more  useful  to  them  tlian  it  is  in  my  power  to  be ; 
and  to  repeat  their  desire,  that  Mr.  Dean  might  be  permitted 
to  come  home  for  that  charge. 

At  Simsbury,  sixty-two  miles  from  ITew-London,  and  eight 
miles  west  of  Co.mecticut  Hiver,  and  about  fifty  miles  up  said 
river,  there  is  also  a  large  congregation  of  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. I  have  visited  them  twice  in  the  year  past ;  the  last 
time  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  adults,  who,  I  was 
assured,  were  either  real  conformists,  or  desirous  of  instruction 
in  the  doctrine  and  worship  of  the  Church.  They  beg  to  be 
recommended  to  the  Society's  charity,  and  I  expect  they  will, 
in  a  little  time,  send  the  Society  a  token  of  their  sincerity  ;  a 
copy  of  a  deed  of  fifty  acres  of  choice  land,  which  they  have 
purchased  for  a  glebe. 

At  Middletown,  one  of  the  most  flourishing  towns  in  Con- 
necticut, and  lying  upon  Connecticut  Kiver,  thirty-two  miles 
from  the  mouth,  and  forty  miles  from  Isew-London,  which  I 
have  visited  twice  the  year  past,  there  are  thirty  families  of 
the  Church  of  England,  earnestly  desiring  to  be  mentioned  to 
the  venerable  Society,  in  hopes  of  their  future  favours. 

I  am,  Eeverend  Sir,  yours,  and  the  honourable  Society's 
Most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Sea^uky. 
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{Ghurclma/rdens  of  New-London  to  th*  Secretary, — Extraot^l 

New-London^  February  2Qth^  1742-3. 

Keverend  Sir, 

Tiie  very  great  convulsions  occasioned  here,  and  in  divers 
other  places  in  this  colony,  by  the  breaking  out  of  what  is  called 
the  New  Light,  makes  this  a  melancholy  juncture  to  have  our 
Church  empty  and  unsupplied ;  and  the  more,  in  regard  that 
the  present  discords  having  set  sundry  of  the  most  cool  and  con- 
sidering people  on  thinking  and  reading,  there  is  a  promising 
prospect  of  those  inquiries  into  religion,  ending  in  a  thorough 
and  well-weighed  conformity  to  our  Church;  and  this  again 
makes  it  the  more  necessary  that  this  Church  should  be  made 
happy  in  the  appointment  of  a  missionary,  who,  for  morals, 
learning  and  experimental  knowledge  in  the  present  state  of 
things,  might  be  equal  to  the  difficulties  of  the  present  times. 
Beverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servants, 

l^ATHANIEL  GkEEN, 

Edward  Palmer, 


Churchwardens. 


[  TJie  Secretary  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Johnson,  Missionary  at  Stratford.— Uxtract.'] 

April  25th,  1743. 

Reverend  Sir, 

In  order  to  make  some  provision,  as  soon  as  may  be,  for 
those  young  men  recommended  by  you,  that  have  been  edu- 
cated at  your  neighbouring  Colleges,  and  are  desirous  of  en- 
tering into  the  service  of  the  Society,  they  [the  Society]  are 
come  to  a  resolution,  that  in  all  future  appointments  of  cate- 
chists  and  schoolmasters,  a  principal  regard  shall  be  had  to 
such  persons  as  are  already  in,  or  intend  to  offer  themselves 
candidates  for  holy  orders  ;  that,  as  vacancies  happen,  they 
may  be  filled  with  these  young  men  after  they  have  been 
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ordained  Deacons  and  Priests,  in  England ;  and  then,  with  a 
small  stipend,  (but  of  not  less  than  £20  per  annum,)  from  the 
Society,  it  is  proposed  to  fix  them  at  places  where  the  in- 
habitants are  able  and  willing  to  give  as  much  more,  for  their 
officiating  to  them  in  the  holy  functions  ;  and,  as  the  greater 
missions  become  vacant,  and  they  are  found  worthy,  to  ad- 
vance them  to  them,  while  other  deserving  young  men  may 
succeed  to  the  lesser. 

I  am,  &c., 

p.  B, 

(^.  e.,  Philip  Bearcroft 


[Jiev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  ihe  Secretary 

/Stratford,  in  New-England, 

A;pril  1743. 

Keverend  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  baptised  sixteen,  whereof  five  were 
adults  and  of  them  four  were  negroes,  and  admitted  sixteen 
to  the  Holy  Communion,  of  which  two  were  candidates  for 
holy  orders,  whose  names  were  Watkins  and  Lamson.  The 
late  enthusiasm  is  now  abating,  (though  the  venomous  eifects 
of  it  still  prevail,)  and  has  driven  a  great  number  into  the 
Church,  so  that  there  are  five  or  six  places  wanting  ministers 
greatly,  of  which  Simsbury  the  most,  being  at,  by  far,  the 
greatest  distance ;  and  there  are  five  or  six  valuable  young 
candidates  that  would  gladly  serve  the  Church,  and  to  very 
good  advantage,  if  they  could  be  encouraged  to  go  home  for 
orders ;  and,  as  the  Society  may  think  proper  to  make  New- 
London  vacant  by  removing  Mr.  Seabury,  we  should  all  be 
very  glad  if  that  place  might  be  kept  vacant  till  one  or  other 
of  our  candidates  could  go  home  for  it.  Mr.  Thomson,  whom 
I  have  several  times  mentioned  as  having  long  served  the 
Church  in  a  lay  capacity,  and  done  much  good,  would  be  a 
very  suitable  and  useful  person  in  that  place.  And  I  beg 
the  Society  to  give  us  leave  to  recommend  two  or  three  in 
the  fall,  for  new  places,  if  possible,  though  it  were  with  a 
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view  of  but  small  salaries.  Indeed,  I  humbxy  hope  the 
venerable  Board  will  excuse  us  if  the  pressing  necessity  of 
the  times  should  prevail  upon  us  to  recommend  any  one  for 
orders,  though  we  should  not  have  opportunity  to  hear  from 
you.  Mr.  Dean  is  said  to  have  done  good  service  at  Hebron, 
and,  I  conclude,  will  be  recommended  by  the  Convention. 

The  Church  in  this  town  has  so  increased  of  late  that  our 
house  will  not  hold  us,  which  has  obliged  us  to  build  a  new 
Church,  for  which  £1,500  of  our  money  has  been  subscribed, 
and  we  have  got  timber  and  are  going  on  vigorously.  It  is 
to  be  sixty  feet  long  and  forty-five  feet  wide,  and  twenty-four 
feet  high  to  the  roof ;  with  a  steeple  sixteen  feet  square,  to 
be  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  high ;  and  eight  feet  the 
Chancel,  which  is  to  have  a  library  on  one  side  and  vestry 
on  the  other.  And  we  should  be  very  thankful  if  any  gene- 
rous benefactors  could  be  found  that  would  contribute  books 
to  our  library,  which  are  very  much  wanted,  and  would  be 
most  eagerly  read  by  many  of  our  people,  who  are  very  in- 
quisitive after  Christian  knowledge. 

My  Notitia  Parochialis  is  as  follows : 

1.  Ko.  of  families  in  this  town,  about   400 

II.  Ko»  of  baptised  here  and  places  adjacent  by  the 

missionary  of  the  town,   617 

III.  No.  of  baptised  since  my  last,  of  which  five  were 

adults  and  of  them  were  four  negroes,   16 

lY.  ]N'o.  of  actual  communicants  here  and  at  Ripton,  166 
Of  which,  were  admitted  the  last  half  year, ....  16 
Y.  1^0.  of  those  that  profess  the  Church,  families, . .  89 
YI.  Ko.  of  Dissenters  from  all  the  rest,  Papists,  only  1 
YIL  1^0.  of  heathens,  beside  anabaptised  negroes,. . .  10 
YIII.  1^0,  of  converts,  no  remarkable  instance,  they 
being  generally  a  sober  people. 

I  have  drawn  on  the  treasurer  for  my  salary,  due  to  last 
Lady-day,  of  the  same  date  with  this  letter, 
And  remain,  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 
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[From  Mr.  Stewart  to  the  Secretary. — I^xtract.] 

New-London^  in  New-England^ 

January  lUh,  1T4^. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

The  unhappy  difficulties  our  Church  in  this  town  labours 
under  at  present  oblige  me,  in  behalf  of  the  congregation 
and  self,  to  give  you  the  trouble  of  this.  Some  time  ago  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Seabury  obtained  the  consent  of  the  venerable  So- 
ciety to-  remove  to  Hempstead;  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morris  was 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  wliicli  (for  some  reasons)  was 
not  pleasing  to  the  people,  who  made  application  to  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Commissary  Price,  who,  together  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Mc- 
Sparran,  came  hither,  and  after  strict  and  impartial  examina- 
tion of  both  parties,  the  Rev.  Mi*.  Morris  resigned  his  claim 
to  the  Church.  Now  we  have  certain  intelligence  that  some 
underhand  endeavours  are  used  here  to  fill  our  Church  with- 
out our  privity,  with  one  of  their  own  creatures,  in  particu- 
larly with  one  Mr.  Dean,  a  person  of  no  other  attainments 
than  what  are  usually  acquired  by  the  low  education  of  some 
men  in  this  country.  We  beg  leave  by  you.  Reverend  Sir, 
humbly  and  with  the  deepest  submission,  to  represent  to  our 
wise,  charitable  and  truly  provident  patrons,  the  Society, 
that  New-London,  being  the  seat  of  his  Majesty's  custom- 
house and  so  the  port  of  greatest  note  in  the  colony,  and, 
in  many  other  respects,  as  a  city  set  on  a  hill  which  can- 
not be  hid,  a  missionary  of  mean  and  ordinary  abilities, 
who  might,  perhaps,  discharge  the  duties  of  his  function 
with  advantage  in  the  more  enclosed,  remote  and  obscure 
settlements,  where  defects  and  inconformity  to  rubric  and 
canon  might  pass  with  less  observation,  would  have  a  direct 
tendency  to  bring  the  Church  here  into  contempt,  and  the 
more  so,  as  the  Independent  minister  of  this  town  has  a  well 
established  character,  and  is  in  every  respect  the  most  supe- 
rior person  of  his  order  in  this  colony.  Permit  us,  therefore, 
to  implore  the  compassion  of  the  venerable  Board  to  a  Church 
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like  to  be  left  in  a  tottering  and  ticklish  condition ;  and  as 
none  of  the  worthy  gentlemen  on  the  mission  already  in 
New-England  have  mentioned  their  desire  of  being  removed 
to  ns,  and  as  he  that  was  appointed  could  not  make  ns  happy, 
we  earnestly  entreat  that  none  may  be  sent  that  goes  from 
this  country  but  such  as  the  Reverend  Mr.  Commissary  Price 
will  recommend  to  the  venerable  Society  to  be  appointed  to 
this  Church.  We  have  a  good  character  of  one  Mr.  Clever- 
ty  from  some  worthy  gentlemen  of  the  Clergy,  and  as  he 
has  been  bred  up  in  the  Church,  if  we  can  prevail  on  him  to 
go  home  for  orders,  doubtless  he  will  make  iis  happy  and  all 
easy ;  but  if  we  fail  of  him,  and  that  no  other  to  the  Com- 
missary's liking  offers  before  he  writes,  then  we  humbly  beg 
leave  to  rely  on  the  choice  of  the  venerable  Board,  and  ear- 
nestly entreat  that  a  gentleman  regularly  educated  at  home, 
and  always  bred  up  in  the  Church  of  England,  may  be  sin- 
gled out  for  the  service  of  the  Church  here,  which  will  be 
very  unlikely  to  keep  it's  ground,  much  less  to  thrive,  under 
the  ministry  of  a  man  of  incompetent  capacity,  tinctured 
with  Independency,  or,  in  the  least,  addicted  to  any  kind  of 
inconformity  or  vice. 


[Eev,  Mr.  Seabury  to  the  Secretary .'] 

liev-erend  Sir, 

The  last  half  year  has  produced  nothing  remarkable  with 
regard  to  the  Church,  which  continueth  steadfast  in  the  midst 
of  the  wildest  enthusiasms ;  a  most  extraordinary  instance  of 
which  happened  here,  in  the  sixth  day  of  this  instant,  being 
the  Lord's- day,  when  a  large  congregation  gathered  in  the 
street,  made  a  fire,  and,  in  the  sight  of  the  sun,  burned  a  great 
number  of  books  of  divinity,  and,  among  others,  Bishop  Beve- 
ridge's  Thoughts  on  Eeligion  ;  and,  on  the  next  day,  in  a  public 
assembly,  threw  down  of  wearing  apparel  to  be  burned  to  t^ie 
value  of  one  hundred  pounds  sterling,  but  by  some  means 
they  were  restrained  from  executing  this  last  attempt. 


■*  We  think  the  name  intended  is  Cleveland — Ed. 
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The  Society  will  observe  by  the  Not,  Paroch.^  here  enclosed, 
that  the  communicants  at  New-London  have  increased,  three 
of  whom  are  late  conformists  from  the  Independents. 

I  have,  since  my  last,  beside  my  visit  to  Hebron,  where 
the  Church  still  prospers,  visited  Simsbury,  sixty-two  miles 
from  New-London,  where  there  is  a  great  prospect  of  a  flour- 
ishing Church. 

For  my  last  quarter's  salary,  due  me  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  I  have  drawn  in  favour  of  Daniel  Lothrop,  which  I 
hope  the  Society's  treasurer  will  honour. 
I  am.  Reverend  Sir, 
Yours,  and  the  honourable  Society's 

Most  obedient  and  most  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Seabuey. 

New-London,  March  ^^th,  1743. 


[Eev.  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary.] 

Heading,  in  New-England, 

April  20th,  1743. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  enclosed  is  the  state  of  my  parish,  which  is  very  little 
altered  in  this  last  half  year.  My  people  are  not  at  all 
shaken,  but  rather  confirmed  in  their  principles  by  the  spirit 
of  enthusiasm  that  rages  among  the  Independents  round 
about  ns,  and  many  of  the  Dissenters,  observing  how  stead- 
fast our  people  are  in  their  faith  and  practice,  while  those  of 
their  own  denomination  are  easily  carried  away  with  every 
kind  of  doctrine,  and  are  now  sunk  into  the  utmost  confusion 
and  disorder,  have  conceived  a  much  better  opinion  of  our 
Church  than  they  formerly  had,  and  a  considerable  number 
in  this  colony  have  lately  conformed,  and  several  Churches 
are  now  building  where  they  have  no  minister.  Indeed, 
there  is  scarce  a  town  in  which  there  is  not  a  considerable 
number  professing  themselves  of  the  Church  of  England,  and 
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very  desirous  to  have  it  settled  among  them ;  but  God  only 
knows  when  and  how  they  can  be  provided  for.  "Were  there 
in  this  country  but  one  of  the  Episcopal  order,  to  whom 
young  men  might  apply  for  ordination  without  the  expense 
and  danger  of  a  voyage  to  England,  many  of  our  towns  might 
be  supplied  which  now  must  remain  destitute.  To  express 
this  opinion  to  the  venerable  Society  (I  am  sensible)  may  be 
deemed  impertinent,  but  I  am  moved  to  it  by  hearing  so 
frequently  numbers  of  serious  people  of  our  Church  lament- 
ing their  unhappiness,  that  they  can  rarely  enjoy  that  wor- 
ship which  they  hunger  and  thirst  after,  there  being  so  small 
a  number  of  Clergymen  in  this  country  ;  while  Presbyterians, 
Independents,  and  all  sects  are  here  perfect  in  their  kind. 
But,  although  we  have  not  the  utmost  that  we  could  wish 
^  for,  yet  I  bless  God  for  the  pious  care  and  charity  of  the 
venerable  Society,  to  which  it  is  owing  that  so  many  hun- 
dreds of  souls  are  provided  for  in  this  government ;  and  had 
it  not  been  for  that,  we  have  reason  to  think  there  would  not 
have  been  at  this  day  as  much  as  one  congregation  in  this 
colony  worshipping  God  according  to  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land. 

I  have  this  day  drawn  upon  the  treasurer  for  my  half  year's 
salary. 

I  am,  Beverend  Sir,  yours, 

And  the  venerable  Society's 

Obliged  and  obedient  servant, 

John  Beach. 


[Bev.  Mr.  JoJmson  to  the  Secretary.^ 

Stratfora^  in  Hew-Englana^ 

May  leth,  1743. 

Revered  Sir, 

We  humbly  presume  upon  the  letter  you  wrote  to  tnc 
Bev.  Mr.  Morris,  relating  to  Mr.  Ebenezer  Thomson,  the 
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bearer  hereof,  to  recommend  him  to  the  honourable  Society 
for  holy  orders,  and  a  mission  to  one  part  of  Mr.  Morris' 
charge,  which  has  grown  too  extensive  and  burthensome  for 
him ;  for,  although  your  letter  mentions  him  only  with  a 
view  to  his  being  appointed  a  schoolmaster,  yet,  considering 
how  much  greater  necessity  there  is  for  ministers  than  school- 
masters, especially  in  these  times  ot  the  great  prevalence  of 
enthusiasm  and  confusion  in  this  country,  we  humbly  hope 
the  Society  will  be  prevailed  to  admit  that  he  be  sent  back 
in  holy  orders,  with  a  mission,  upon  such  a  security  as  can  at 
present  be  obtained  of  £20  sterling  per  annum  by  the  people 
of  Derby  and  Oxford ;  which,  although  it  be  not  directly  a 
land  security,  (which  they  are  providing  as  soon  as  may  be,) 
yet  it  may  be  equally  depended  upon  as  though  it  were  so  ; 
since  we  can  assure  the  Society  that  the  men  who  have  un- 
dertaken for  it  are  sufficiently  responsible,  and  that  every 
parishioner  is,  in  like  manner,  obligated  to  them  as  they  are 
•to  the  Society,  and  that  they  are  a  people  that  do  truly  de- 
serve the  Society's  favours. 

As  to  Mr.  Thomson,  we  beg  leave  to  give  this  testimony 
concerning  him,  that  he  has  been  bred  up  and  received  both 
the  degrees  of  Bachelor  and  Master  of  Arts  at  Yale  College, 
lN"ew-Haven,  of  nine  years'  standing  ;  and  ever  since  he  left 
the  College  he  has  been  very  laborious,  both  in  suffering  much 
hardship  and  doing  all  the  good  offices  he  possibly  could  for 
promoting  the  interests  of  religion  and^the  advancement  of 
the  Church  of  England  in  these  parts,  while  at  the  same  time 
he  has  had  a  family  of  his  own  to  provide  for,  which  now 
consists  of  a  wife  and  four  children,  being  above  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  he  has  always  proved  himself  a  person  of  a 
very  serious  and  virtuous  life,  an  orthodox  and  faithful  son 
of  the  Church  as  by  law  established,  and  entirely  well  affect- 
ed to  the  present  government.  We  do,  therefore,  humbly 
hope  the  Society  will  be  pleased  to  admit  him  into  their  ser- 
vice, and  beg  they  would  inform  us  by  him,  when  he  returns, 
whether  we  may  not,  upon  the  same  foot,  recommend  two  or 
three  more,  there  being  as  great  a  necessity  for  providing  for 
Simsbury,  "Waterbury  and  Eidgefield,  not  to  mention  He- 
bron, which  we  conclude  will  be  recommended  by  our  breth- 
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ren  in  the  eastward  part  of  this  government ;  and  there  are 
three  other  valuable  candidates  that  beg  leave  to  be  em- 
ployed as  soon  as  may  be,  viz.,  Messrs.  Watkins,  Cole  and 
Lamson,  beside  others  that  might  be  mentioned.  We  humbly 
take  leave  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

The  Society's,  and,  Beverend  Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  humble  servants. 

[This  letter,  though  written  by  Mr.  Johnson,  was  in  the  name  of  and  signed  by 

all  the  Clergy.] 


[Bev.  Mr.  Caner  to  fhe  Secretary. "] 

Fairfield^  in  New-England.^ 

May  \mt,  1743. 

Beverend  Sir, 

It  is  the  chief  design  of  this  to  lay  before  the  venerable 
Society  my  Not.  Paroch.  For  the  last  half  year  we  have  had 
no  considerable  alterations  in  the  affairs  of  the  Church  of  Fair- 
field, every  thing  remaining  quiet  and  composed ;  though 
the  constitution  of  this  colony,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical, 
has  received  sundry  violent  shocks  from  the  effects  of  enthu- 
siasm ;  but  as  I  don't  enter  into  affairs  not  immediately  under 
my  inspection,  I  have  endeavoured  to  apply  myself  wdth 
diligence  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  piety  and  sound  religion 
among  the  members  of  my  own  charge.  As  the  business  of 
catechising  is,  confessedly,  an  important  part  of  the  pastoral 
care,  so  the  experience  I  have  had  of  its  success  in  bringing 
both  children  and  adults  to  a  just  and  worthy  apprehension 
of  religion,  has  encouraged  me  to  proceed  in  it  with  greater 
diligence.  It  would  be  of  much  use,  for  the  furthering  and 
promoting  these,  my  labours,  if  the  venerable  Society  would 
be  pleased  to  bestow  upon  these  children  a  few  Catechisms, 
a  dozen  or  two  of  Lewis'  Exposition  of  the  Catechism,  half 
a  dozen  of  Dr.  Bray's  Catechetical  Instructions,  and  a  dozen 
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of  Common  Prayer-Books,  with  Tate  and  Brady's  Version  of 
the  Psalms.  I  mentioned  this  request  to  the  venerable  So- 
ciety about  a  year  ago,  but  not  succeeding,  the  necessity  of 
the  children  obliges  me  to  repeat  it. 

I  am,  with  the  utmost  respect  and  veneration, 

The  venerable  Society's  most  dutiful  and  obedient, 

And,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Henky  Caner. 


[Hev.  Mr,  Johnson  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.'] 

Stratfordy  in  New-England,^ 

May  22^?,  1743. 

May  it  please  your  Grace, 

This  will  wait  on  your  Grace  by  Mr.  Ebenezer  Thomson, 
whom  I  have  several  times  mentioned  to  the  Society,  and 
who  may  truly  be  recommended  as  a  person  who  (having 
been  bred  and  graduated  in  our  neighbouring  College)  has 
for  these  several  years  undergone  much  hardship  and  done 
much  service,  as  far  as  his  lay  capacity  would  admit,  in  pro- 
moting the  interest  of  religion  in  general,  and  the  Church  of 
England  in  particular,  in  these  parts,  having  thought  nothing 
too  much  to  do  or  suffer  that  has  fallen  in  his  way  for  the 
sake  of  so  good  a  cause,  and  who  now  goes  home,  with  a 
good  character  from  all  the  Clergy  in  these  parts,  in  hope  of 
a  mission  to  Derby.  But  if  ISTew-London  should  be  yet  a 
vacancy,  I  should  rather  wish  him  to  be  sent  thither.  And 
on  this  occasion  I  humbly  entreat  your  Grace's  interest  with 
the  Society,  that  whenever  any  vacancies  happen  to  be  made 
in  this  country,  either  by  death  or  removal,  the  people  may 
have  leave,  before  they  are  filled,  to  procure  the  Clergy  to 
recommend  some  young  gentleman,  if  any  offers  from  hence, 
as  there  scarcely  ever  fails  to  be  several  (as  there  are  now)  who 
would  gladly  serve  the  interests  of  the  Society,  to  the  utmost 
of  their  power,  at  any  possible  rate,  and  are  generallv  much 
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more  acceptable  to  the  people,  and,  consequently,  more  suc- 
cessful in  promoting  the  great  ends  of  the  Society,  than  those 
who  come  hither,  strangers  to  the  condition  of  things  in  these 
countries.  I  beg  your  Grace  will  excuse  me  that  I  mention 
this,  and  that  I  again  suggest  the  necessity  of  Bishops,  which 
I  have  fresh  reason  to  do,  from  the  great  prevalence  of  en 
thusiasm,  and  especially  that  mad  sort  of  it  which  obtains 
among  the  Moravians  to  the  westward,  who  are  likely  to 
make  the  greater  progress,  to  the  unspeakable  damage  of 
true  religion,  by  means  of  having  the  Episcopal  government 
among  them.  It  is,  indeed,  very  hard,  that  when  enthusiasm 
and  heresy  have  the  advantage  of  Episcopacy  to  propagate 
them,  the  truth  of  the  orthodox  Church  of  England  should 
not  have  the  like  advantage,  for  the  defence  and  propagation 
of  that.  I  beg  your  Grace's  prayers  and  blessing,  and  re- 
main, may  it  please  your  Grace,  your  Grace's  most  dutiful 
son  and  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[Eev.  Mr.  Seabury  to  tJie  Secretary. — Extract.'\ 

Wew-London.,  June  5^A,  1743. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

But  truth  obligeth  me  to  say  that  the  prospect  of  a  large 
Church  at  Hebron  is  not  so  good  as  formerly,  because  the 
followers  of  Mr.  Whitefield,  Mr.  Tennant,  &c.,  do  extremely 
abound  there ;  the  dissenting  teacher  at  Hebron  having  gone 
the  greatest  lengths  in  pretensions  to  inspiration  and  the  sen- 
sible feeling  of  the  Spirit,  as  well  as  into  the  greatest  excesses 
of  meetings  almost  every  day  and  night.  And  I  should  the 
more  rejoice  in  a  resident  minister  there,  because  the  same 
spirit  of  Methodism  prevails  mightily  at  ITew-London,  in- 
creaseth  my  care  and  labours,  and  renders  my  absence  on 
Sundays  of  dangerous  consequence.  The  conformists,  both  at 
New-London  and  Hebron,  indeed,  are  steadfast  to  the  Church, 
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though  they  are  very  much  alarmed  by  the  new  doctrines 
and  new  propagation  of  religion,  the  effects  of  which  are  really 
surprising.  Those  people  have  meetings  in  New-London  al- 
most every  night  or  day,  and  'tis  not  uncommon  (as  I  am 
apprised  by  persons  of  good  sense  and  integrity)  to  see  ten  or 
more  seized  at  once  with  violent  agitations,  many  incapable  of 
any  decency,  crying  out  for  their  damned  estate,  so  past  speak- 
ing at  all,  or  so  much,  indeed,  as  being  unable  to  stand,  fall 
down,  as  they  pretend,  with  the  weight  of  their  guilt ;  and  the 
most  of  those  continuing  thus  violently  exercised  (as  they  say 
with  conviction)  but  a  few  hours,  do  then  receive  comfort.  The 
Spirit  of  God,  they  say,  witnesses  with  their  spirits,  that  they 
are  converted  and  born  again  ;  then  follow  immediately  such 
raptures  and  transports  of  joy  as  are  more  surprising  than  their 
distresses.  New-London  has  been  for  a  week  together  in 
such  a  tumult  that  I  was  afraid  the  people  would  have  been 
beside  themselves.  I  have  had  my  house  full  of  people,  some 
under  those  distresses,  and  others  surprised  at  the  conduct  of 
tlieir  neighbours,  though  I  thank  God  I  have  never  seen  any 
person  in  this  way,  but,  by  cool  reasoning  and  by  plain  ex- 
positions of  the  terms  of  reconciliation  with  God,  they  have 
been  brought  off  from  their  amazing  apprehensions  to  a  just 
notion  of  the  doctrines  of  repentance  and  remission  of  sins; 
and,  beside  my  attendance  at  home  for  many  days  together 
on  people  thus  frighted,  I  have  been  invited  to  preach  to  a 
mimerous  congregation  at  Lyme,  about  seven  or  eight  miles 
from  New-London,  who  never  heard  the  Liturgy  many  of 
them,  and  who  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  my  explanation 
of  those  doctrines,  about  which  New-England  seems  at  present 
so  much  perplexed. 

I  remain  your  poor,  though  faithful  servant, 

Samuel  Seabury. 
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[Bev.  Mr".  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. '\ 

Stratford.,  in  New-England.^ 

September  30th,  174:3, 

Keverend  Sir, 

I  am  most  humbly  thankful  to  his  Grace  and  the  rest  of  the 
honourable  Board,  for  their  kind  reception  of  my  letters  and  for 
the  favourable  notice  they  have  taken  of  what  I  suggested, 
and  the  excellent  scheme  they  have  concerted  for  providing 
for  such  young  men  as  offer  themselves  candidates  from  hence, 
(of  whom  the  number  is  still  increasing,)  as  well  as  that  of 
places  where  they  might  be  advantageously  situated;  and 
people  seem,  in  several  places,  well  disposed  to  give  all  the 
security  they  can  for  £20  sterling  per  annum,  and  are  con- 
triving to  lay  out  uncultivated  lands  for  glebes,  which,  in  the 
course  of  time,  may  be  very  valuable,  though  it  must  be 
some  years  before  they  can  be  cultivated  so  as  to  do-  much 
toward  the  support  of  an  incumbent.  An  hundred  acres 
have  been  lately  laid  out  for  the  i>erpetual  use  of  the  Church, 
within  the  bounds  of  this  town,  which  is  now  worth  about 
£20  sterling. 

I  lately  opened  a  new  Church  at  Kipton,  where  the  people 
hope,  in  due  time,  to  have  some  young  man  to  be  placed  as 
my  assistant.  On  the  Sunday  following,  the  dissenting 
teacher,  one  Mills,  whose  praise  is  in  the  journal,  being  a 
great  admirer  of  Mr.  "Whitfield,  reviled  and  declaimed 
against  my  sermon,  which  was  on  the  subject  of  relative 
holiness  and  the  reverence  due  to  the  house  of  God.  He  in- 
sisted that  there  is  no  more  holiness  in  a  Church  than  under 
an  oak  tree,  &c. ;  and  soon  after  some  of  his  followers  put  his 
doctrine  in  practice,  by  defiling  the  Church  with  ordure  in 
several  places. 

This  zealous  man  gave  out,  when  Mr.  "Whitfield  first  ap- 
peared, that  their  employing  and  encouraging  that  great  re- 
former would  utterly  destroy  the  Church,  root  and  branch  ; 
but  now  finding  the  event  to  be  the  entire  reverse  of  his 
predictions,  he  is  grown  out  of  all  patience  with  us.    In  the 
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mean  time,  while  they  are  daily  spitting  out  their  impotent 
venom  against  us,  I  thank  God  we  have  a  blessed  spirit  of 
peace  and  charity,  and  of  ^eal  and  unanimity,  while  every 
other  Christian  virtue  is  happily  prevailing  among  my 
people,  who  are  carrying  on  our  new  Church  in  the  neatest 
manner,  and  witli  great  dispatch,  it  being  within  a  few 
months  raised  and  now  almost  covered,  and  wo  have  had 
several  new  families  added,  and  more  seem  likely  to  follow 
them;  but  I  cannot  expect  any  enlargement  of  my  salary 
from  the  people  here  till  they  have  got  through  the  great  ex- 
pense of  building. 

I  am  in  much  concern  for  the  great  damage  I  fear  the 
Church  in  these  parts  will  sustain  by  Mr»  Seabury's  removal, 
and  Mr.  Morris'  succeeding  him  at  New-London.  This  gen- 
tleman had  the  misfortune  to  have  but  little  esteem  among 
the  people  where  he  had  officiated,  and  to  be  much  despised 
by  many  others.  I  have  faithfully  laboured,  both  with  him 
and  them,  to  prevent  this  misfortune,  but  so  the  event  has 
proved,  which  put  the  people  of  Kew-London  into  a  terrible 
consternation,  when  they  heard  he  was  appointed  for  them, 
so  that  they  were  unwilling  to  admit  him  into  their  Church 
till  his  character  should  be  cleared  up  ;  and  applied  tcf  the 
Commissary  to  inquire  into  the  grounds  of  that  general  dis- 
esteem  he  laboured  under,  but  nothing  has  yet  been  done 
about  it.  They  were  advised  by  the  Clergy  here,  in  the  mean 
time,  out  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  the  Society,  to  admit  him 
into  their  Church,  which,  upon  our  advice,  they  immediately 
did,  but  yet  depend  upon  the  Commissary  to  take  cognizance 
of  the  affair.  What  he  proposes  to  do  I  have  not  heard,  but 
whatsoever  the  result  be,  (though  I  earnestly  wish  otherwise,) 
I  doubt  there  is  little  reason  to  expect  the  people  there  will 
be  happy  in  him,  or  he  in  them,  and  I  believe  it  would  be 
well  for  both  if  they  were  otherwise  provided  for.  New- 
London  is  a  place  of  considerable  importance  to  this  govern- 
ment, and  the  Church  there  was  likely  to  flourish  in  a  good 
degree ;  and  it  grieves  me  very  much,  that  this  unhappy 
affair  should  be  an  hindrance  to  it.  I  should  not  have  said 
this  much,  but  that  I  have  been  earnestly  solicited  by  that 
people  to  mention  something  of  it,  and  that  it  looks  unavoid- 
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able  that  the  Society  will  be  troubled  with  it  first  or  last ; 
but  I  shall  add  no  more,  unless  the  Society  shall  have  occa- 
sion to  inquire  of  me  and  my  brethren  about  it,  and  shall 
only  subjoinr  my  Not»  Pa^^och.^  which  is  as  follows : 

I.  JSTo.  of  families  within  the  bounds  of  this  town, 

I  am  told,  is  about  

11.  1^0.  of  baptised  here  and  in  places  adjacent  by 

the  minister  of  this  town,  

III.  1^0.  since  my  last,  of  which  three  were  adults, . . 
lY.  1^0.  of  actual  communicants  here  and  at  Ripton, 

about  

Of  which,  admitted  this  last  half  year,  

Y.  1^0.  of  those  that  profess  the  Church,  families, . . 
Yl.  JS^o.,  all  the  rest  Presbyterians  and  Independents, 

Papists,  none. 
YII.  1^0.  of  heathens,  beside  many  unbaptised  ne- 
groes,  

YIII.  No.  of  converts,  &c.,  no  remarkable  instance, 
they  being  generally  a  sober,  virtuous  people. 

I  have  drawn  on  the  treasurer  for  my  salary  to  Michael- 
mas, and  remain  the  Society's  most  faithful  and  obliged, 
And,  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Sam'l  Johnson. 


[Uev.  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary. 1 

Beading^  in  New-England^ 

October  mh,  1T43. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  beg  the  venerable  Society's  direction  in  an  affair  1  am 
just  now  perplexed  with.  There  are  about  twenty  families 
professing  the  Church  at  New-Milford  and  New-Fairfield, 
which  are  about  fifteen  miles  hence.  I  preach  to  them  several 
times  in  a  year,  but  seldom  on  the  Lord's  day.  They  fre- 
quently come  to  Church  at  Kewtown,  but,  by  reason  of  the 
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distance,  they  can't  attend  constantly,  and  their  families  very 
seldom,  and,  when  they  can't  come  to  Church,  they  meet 
together  in  their  own  town,  and  one  of  their  number  reads 
some  part  of  the  common  prayer  and  a  sermon.  They  are 
now  building  a  Church,  and  hope  in  time  to  have  a  minister 
settled  among  them.  But  the  Independents,  to  suppress  this 
design  in  its  infancy,  having  the  authority  in  their  hands, 
have  lately  prosecuted  and  fined  them  for  their  meeting  to 
worship  God  according  to  the  common  prayer,  and  the  same 
punishment  they  are  like  to  suffer  for  every  offence  in  this 
kind,  although  it  is  the  common  approved  practice  of  the 
same  Independents  to  meet  for  worship  in  their  own  way 
when  they  have  no  minister;  but  what  is  a  virtue  in  them  is 
a  crime  in  our  people.  The  same  is  like  to  be  the  case  in 
many  other  towns,  in  which  people  professing  the  Church  are 
so  far  distant  from  a  settled  minister,  that  they  cannot  con- 
stantly attend  the  worship  of  God  with  him. 

The  case  of  these  people  is  very  hard ;  if,  on  the  Lord's  day^ 
they  continue  at  home,  they  must  be  punished ;  if  they  meet 
to  worship  God  according  to  the  Church  of  England  in  the 
best  manner  they  can,  their  mulct  is  still  greater;  and  if  they 
go  to  the  Independent  meeting  in  the  town  where  they  live, 
they  must  endure  the  mortification  of  hearing  the  doctrine 
and  worship  of  the  Church  vilified,  and  the  important  truths 
of  Christianity  obscured  and  enervated  by  enthusiastic  and 
antinomian  dreams.  Now  I  should  be  thankful  if  the  vener- 
able Society  would  direct  me  what  course  to  advise  these 
people  to,  and  if  I  might  receive  a  particular  instruction  to 
take  care  of  those  professing  the  Church  in  New-Milford  and 
New-Fairfield  as  part  of  my  parish.  I  believe  it  would  put 
me  into  a  better  capacity  to  protect  them  from  the  insults  of 
their  Independent  neighbours.  I  have,  this  half  year,  bap- 
tised eighteen  children,  and  admitted  several  more  persons  to 
the  Lord's  Supper.  The  inclosed  is  the  state  of  my  parish.  I 
have  this  day  drawn  for  my  half  year's  salary. 
I  am,  Eeverend  Sir, 

Yours  and  the  Society's 

Most  obedient  servant, 

John  Beach. 


CONNECTICrT--1743. 


201 


IJiev.  Mr,  Caner  to  the  Secretary.— Extract. 1 

Fairfield^  in  New-England^ 

Nommber  ZOth,  1743. 

My  parish  has  received  no  diminution  and  but  little  in- 
crease since  mj  last ;  I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  refer  to  mj 
notitia  jparochialis  inclosed  for  what  may  be  expected  as  to 
the  present  state  of  the  Church  in  Fairfield.  At  I^^orwalk, 
Stamford  and  Ridgefield,  where  my  brother  chiefly  oflSciates, 
there  liave  been  large  accessions  made  to  the  Church  of  late, 
chiefly  of  persons  who  appear  to  have  a  serious  sense  of  re- 
ligion, and  whose  good  example  will,  I  trust,  have  a  happy 
influence  upon  others.  Where  the  late  spirit  of  enthusiasm 
has  most  abounded,  the  Church  has  received  the  largest  ac- 
cession. Many  of  those  >  deluded  people,  having  lost  them- 
selves in  the  midst  of  error,  wearied  in  the  pursuit,  as  their 
passions  subsided,  sought  for  rest  in  the  bosom  and  commun- 
ion of  the  Church  ;  and  others,  reflecting  upon  the  weakness 
of  their  former  dependence,  which  left  them  exposed  to  such 
violent  disorders,  have  likewise  thought  proper  to  take  shelter 
under  the  wings  of  the  Church.  Norwalk,  Stamford,  and  the 
neighbouring  towns,  have  been  much  visited  with  this  spirit- 
ual malady,  but  at  Fairfield  it  has  never  obtained,  though  it 
has  been  often  attempted  to  be  introduced  by  Mr.  Whitfield, 
and  many  of  his  followers.  An  epidemical  sickness  has  pre- 
vailed in  the  towns  last  mentioned 'this  fall,  and,  among 
others,  my  brother  has  been  confined  by  it  above  two 
months,  which  has  greatly  increased  my  burthen,  the  care 
of  all  these  western  Churches  thus  falling  upon  me,  so  that 
my  tim»e  has  been  wholly  taken  up  in  visiting  the  sick  and 
preaching  from  town  to  town. 
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[The  Churchwardens  of  Wallingford  to  the  Secretary.'] 

Wallingford^  in  New-England^ 

December  \st^  1743. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

We,  the  inhabitants  of  Wallingford,  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  make  bold  on  behalf  of  ourselves  and  at  the  re- 
quest of  our  brethren  inhabiting  in  the  neighbouring  towns 
of  Guilford  and  Branford,  to  inform  you  that  we  are  twenty- 
five  masters  of  families  that  are  members  of  said  Church,  and 
meet  together  every  Lord's  day  and  edify  ourselves,  as  well 
as  we  can,  by  reading;  and  while  the  Reverend  Mr.  Morris 
was  in  these  parts,  we  were  edified  to  our  great  comfort ;  our 
number  then  increased,  and  many  more  were  coming  in  to 
join  us,  but  he  being  removed  from  us,  and  Mr.  J.  Lyon 
cannot  attend  us,  we  are  now  destitute,  and  our  dissenting 
brethren  from  y<^ar  to  year  are  distressing  us  with  executions 
for  meeting-houses,  rates,  steeples,  and  bells  for  them ;  so  that 
our  present  melancholy  circumstances  crave  your  good  offices 
with  the  honourable  Society.  We  are  willing  to  do  the  best 
we  can  toward  the  support  of  a  minister,  and  make  no  doubt 
but  in  two  or  three  years'  time  we  shall  be  able  to  raise  £20 
sterling  per  annum  toward  the  support  of  a  minister.  We 
Immbly  pray  we  may  be  assisted  with  a  minister,  and,  might 
we  choose  for  ourselves,  we  having  experienced  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Morris,  would  heartily  wish  he  might  be  the  person  ;  and 
could  a  method  be  found  for  quelling  the  perpetual  demands 
of  our  dissenting  brethren  for  meeting  houses,  rates,  &c.,  it 
would  greatly  add  to  the  growth  and  consolation  of  our  dis- 
tressed *Churchee,  and  We,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall  ever  pray. 

IIenry  Bates,  \  Churchwardens^ 
John  Ward,    J  and  several  others. 
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Dr.  Johnson  to  the  Secretary.'] 

Stratford^  in  New-England^ 

January  lOtk^  1743-4. 

Keverend  Sir, 

I  most  humbly  thank  you  for  your  good  offices  to  Mr. 
Thomson,  and  for  your  kind  and  affectionate  letter  by  him, 
and  your  readiness  therein  expressed,  to  do  any  thing  in  your 
power  toward  promoting  the  interest  of  our  holy  religion 
and  the  best  of  Churches  in  these  parts  of  the  world ;  and, 
among  other  things,  I  was  much  obliged  to  you  for  what  you 
kindly  suggested  to  Mr.  Thomson  about  the  report  you  had 
heard  of  my  going  to  meetings,  and  suffering  my  son  to  do 
so  ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  make  my  apology,  and  explain  to  you 
the  truth  of  this  matter,  and  entreat  you  would  make  that 
use  of  it,  in  my  behalf,  which  you  shall  thiuk  proper,  and 
may  seem  to  you  needful ;  and  even  to  read  this  letter  to  the 
Society,  if  there  appears  to  you  occasion  for  it,  in  order  that 
I  may  be  freed  from  any  mischief  that  may  arise  to  me  from 
any  misrepresentations  that  may  have  been  laid  before  them ; 
for,  I  find  I  have  enemies  disposed  to  do  me  a  damage,  an^ 
those,  I  believe,  some  w^hom  I  have  endeavoured  to  serve  to 
my  utmost,  and  for  whom  my  tenderness  and  compassion  has 
sometimes  put  me  upon  doing  kind  offices,  even  when  I  had 
too  much  reason  to  fear  the  public  might  suffer  by  it,  an  in- 
stance of  which  may  possibly  come  into  your  hands.  It  is 
true  Mr,  Morris,  in  his  great  zeal,  did  complain  of  me  tcTthe 
Convention  on  those  accounts,  but  I  wrote  to  the  Commis- 
sary, and  gave  him  such  an  account  of  my  conduct  as  I  pre- 
sume satisfied!  him,  he  having  never  remarked  any  thing  to 
me,  to  the  contrary,  since. 

As  to  my  own  going  to  meetmg,  tne  fact  is,  I  did  go  to 
hear  Mr.  Whitfield  once,  whiteh  I  presumed  it  would  not  be 
offensive  for  me  to  do,  he  being  in  orders  in  our  Church,  and 
not  fhen  under  any  censure  *,  a^d,  indeed,  I  thought  it  my 
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duty  so  to  do,  that  1  might  be  under  the  better  advantage  to* 
prevent  the  mischief  I  apprehended  from  him  and  his  fol- 
lowers among  the  people ;  and  the  event  has  proved  that  I 
have,  by  this  means,  been  under  the  greater  advantage  to 
withstand  and  quiet  the  late  madness  and  enthusiasm  that  has 
prevailed  among  us,  and  make  it  turn  to  the  great  increase  of 
the  Church. 

It  was  for  the  same  reason  that  I,  with  two  or  three  of  my 
brethren  of  the  Clergy,  went  one  night  in  the  dark,  and  per- 
fectly incognito,  among  a  vast  crowd,  to  see  and  hear  Daven- 
port's managements,  whom  we  heard  rave  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  and  then  went  away,  without  having  been  known 
there ;  and  twice  in  my  travels,  by  mere  accident,  I  happened , 
in  the  night,  (for  these  mad  meetings  were  chiefly  in  the 
night,)  to  come  unexpectedly  upon  private  houses  where 
these  wild  meetings  were  carrying  on,  but  soon  left  them^ 
unknown ;  by  which  means  I  happened  to  be  an  eye-witness 
of  those  strange  doings,  which  I  gave  the  Society  an  account 
of,  and  have  since  made  an  advantage  of  my  observations  on 
those  occasions  to  their  confusion.  Such  have  been  the  in- 
stances of  my  going  to  meeting,  for  which  I  have  been 
faulted  by  some  over-zealous  people,  whose  venomous  sjDirit 
toward  the  Dissenters  has  very  much  hurt  the  Church,  while  I 
have  made  the  best  advantage  of  what  I  observed,  and  with 
very  good  success,  to  do  her  service  ;  and  this  much  for  my- 
self. 

As  to  my  son,  it  is  indeed  a  great  mortification  to  him  and 
me,  that  I  am  obliged  to  send  him  to  a  dissenting- College, 
or  deny  him  any  public  education  at  all ;  and  rather  than 
deny  him  a  collegiate  education,  I  confess  I  do  not  forbid 
him  going  to  meeting  when  he  can't  help  it,  to  which  he  is 
himself  so  averse,  that  nothing  but  mere  necessity  would  put 
him  upon  it.  He  comes  home  to  Church  once  in  three  weeks 
or  a  month,  at  least,  at  the  communion,  if  possible,  being 
fourteen  miles  distant,  and  as  often  as  there  is  Church  there, 
he  goes  to  West  Haven,  which  is  four  miles  distant ;  at  other 
times  he  stays  at  home  in  his  chamber  as  much  as  he  can, 
and  the  rector  and  tutors  indulge  him  as  much  as  they  dare, 
being  friendly  disposed  to  serve  me  as  much  as  they  are  able 
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wltHout  hazarding  the  resentment  of  the  government  that 
supports  them.  This  is  the  fact  with  respect  to  my  son.  And 
after  all,  if  my  method  of  proceeding  is  not  what  the  Society 
approves  of,  1  am  heartily  willing  to  stand  corrected,  and  en- 
tirely to  conform  to  their  instructions,  and  in  hopes  of  a  line 
from  you,  on  this  subject,  for  my  direction. 

I  remain.  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged  and  obedient, 

Humble  servant, 

Sa^i'l  Johnson. 

P.  S. — Since  my  last,  bere  is  an  ingenious  gentleman,  one 
Mr.  Prince,  of  very  considerable  learning,  having  been  fifteen 
years  a  fellow  of  Harvard  College,  in  Cambridge,  who  has 
conformed  to  the  Church,  and  lives  at  present  in  this  town, 
and  desires  to  serve  the  Church  in  holy  orders,  and  would 
willingly  go  home  in  the  spring;  and  here  is  an  honest 
neighbouring  dissenting  teacher,  who  will  very  soon  appear 
for  the  Church,  and  probably  bring  the  greatest  part  of  his 
congregation  with  him,  and  I  wish  it  may  be  in  the  Society's 
power  to  settle  a  small  pension  upon  him,  and  send  liim  back 
in  holy  orders  to  his  people,  if  he  should  wait  on  them  for 
that  purpose. 

Yours,  as  above, 

S.  J. 


\_Clerg])  of  Connecticut  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

Norwalh^  March  '^HJi^  1 744. 

Reverend  Sir, 

And  we  can  with  the  same  integrity  recommend  the  people 
of  Stamford,  Greenwich  and  Horse  Neck,  whose  petition  for  a 
minister  to  reside  among  them  was  laid  before  the  Society 
by  the  Rev'd  Isaac  Brown,  when  he  went  home  for  orders. 
Tliese  people  have  been  much  persecuted  by  the  dissenting 
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government,  for  when  tliey  would  have  rewarded  the  Eev, 
Mr.  Wetmore  for  his  monthly  attendance  in  officiating  among 
them,  by  paying  their  proportion  of  the  rates,  according  to 
an  express  law  of  the  colony,  they  were  prevented  by  a  very 
oppressive  judgment  of  the  court ;  and  though  they  have 
been  put  to  great  difficulties,  yet  the  Church  has  much  in- 
creased, especially  since  Mr.  Eichard  Caner  was  sent  to  'Nor- 
walk,  and  there  is  a  good  prospect  of  their  increasing  much 
more,  if  they  can  obtain  Mr.  Miner  to  settle  among  them, 
now  the  confusions  of  Methodism  are  prevailing,  as  they 
have  done  very  much  of  late,  in  that  part  of  the  government. 

Mr.  Miner  is  a  gentleman  well  qualified  to  serve  that  peo- 
ple, and  they  have  an  earnest  desire  to  obtain  him.  He  is  a 
late  convert  from  the  Dissenters,  convinced  of  the  necessity 
of  conformity,  chiefly  by  occasion  of  the  late  mischiefs  of  en- 
thusiasm. He  was  for  above  twelve  years  a  teacher  among 
the  Dissenters,  much  esteemed  by  them  both  for  his  preach- 
ing and  good  behaviour. 

"We  subscribe,  with  our  humblest  duty  to  the  Society, 
Eeverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
S.  JoHNSOK,  Eichard  Canee, 

Jas.  "Wetmoee,  James  Lyons, 

Heney  Caner. 


IChurchwardens,  at  Bimsbury^  to  the  Society^ — Extract. 1 

Simsburyy  A^ril  lOth,  1744. 

tleverend  Sir, 

We  have  built  a  convenient  Church,  and  purchased  a  glebe 
of  fifty  acres  adjacent  to  our  Church,  and  in  good  order ;  we 
have  been  a  Society  for  four  years,  and  have  almost  con- 
stantly for  that  time  carried  on  sermons  and  a  form  of  prayer, 
and  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this,  the  Independents,  by  force 
^nd  under  a  pretence  of  authority,  have  carried  away  our 
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estates,  to  support  their  teachers,  to  build  their  meeting- 
houses, and  procure  their  parsonages.  Enthusiasm  and  error 
have  much  prevailed  among  us  ;  but  of  late  they  have  run 
into  parties,  so  that,  in  a  meeting-house  adjacent  to  us,  they 
cannot  agree  about  calling  a  teacher,  and  many  of  them  and 
of  our  neighbours,  by  the  occasional  visits  of  the  Eeverend 
Mr.  Lyons,  incline  to  the  Church,  having  nothing  so  much  to 
object  against  as  the  want  of  a  settled  minister.  Our  Clergy 
have  advised  us  to  Mr.  Gibbs,  as  a  modest,  virtuous  gentle- 
man and  well  qualified  to  serve  us,  but  as  we  are  not  able  to 
support  him  suitably  to  the  dignity  of  that  station  and  char- 
acter, we  trust  that  the  venerable  Society,  in  their  great  wis- 
doms, will  allow  us  tiieir  charitable  assistance. 

We  are.  Reverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servants, 
William  Case, 
Jno.  Christian  Millek, 


Churchwardens. 


l^Rev,  Mr,  Punderson  t»  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

jSf.  Groton,  April  9th,  1744. 

Reverend  Sir, 

As  I  am  at  present  the  only  missionary  in  this  half  of  the 
government  and  part  of  Rhode  Island,  I  would  earnestly  re- 
commend it  to  the  venerable  Board,  as  soon  as  possible,  to 
supply  the  vacancy  at  New-London,  and,  if  possible,  to  erect 
a  mission  at  Stonington  and  Charlestown,  where  the  harvest 
would,  undoubtedly,  be  very  plenteous,  were  there  a  resident 
labourer  of  a  virtuous  character.  I  preached  at  Charlestown 
last  Sunday  to  a  considerable  congregation. 

I  am,  Reverend  Sir,  yours. 

And  the  Society's  real  friend  and  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundekson. 
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\jRev.  Mr,  Lyons  ie  the  Secretary. — Extract.} 

Derby,,  May  Uhy  1744. 

Keverend  Sir, 

At  a  place  called  Guilford,  where  there  are  two  Independ- 
ent congregations  in  the  compact  part  of  the  town,  and 
where,  also,  the  worship  of  our  Church  has  not  till  lately 
made  its  entrance,  I  have  preached  several  times,  baptised 
three  children,  and  eight  families  (consisting  of  thirty-six 
children  beside  adults)  have  declared  their  conformity,  and 
in  testimony  thereof,  have  subscribed  a  paper  which  I  formed 
for  that  purpose,  and  many  of  them  have  occasionally  com- 
municated since  that  time.  At  Milford  and  ^sTew-Haven 
there  are  a  few  members  of  our  Church,  but  care  is  taken,  at 
the  last  of  those  places  especially,  that  they  should  not  in- 
crease, the  rector  and  tutors  of  the  College  there  having,  of 
late,  suffered  none  of  the  students  (except  the  cliildren  of  pro- 
fessed Churchmen)  to  attend  my  lectures.  At  West  Haven 
I  have  baptised  two  children  and  officiated  frequently.  At 
Derby  and  Oxford  I  have  had  sixteen  new  communicants, 
at  the  last  of  wliich  places  I  have  baptised  seven  children, 
and  catechised  at  Derby  ;  but  having  committed  the  care  of 
registering  the  baptisms  there  to  one  of  the  Churchwardens, 
he  obstinately  refused  to  show  me  the  lists,  which  naturally 
induces  me  to  present  my  venerable  patrons  with  a  short 
sketch  of  my  grievances  at  this  same  Derby.  As  soon  as 
they  had  advice  of  my  appointment,  and  from  what  country 
I  came,  and,  indeed,  before  I  arrived  among  them,  they 
abused  me,  calling  me  an  "  Irish  Teague  and  Foreigner,"  with 
many  other  reflections  of  an  uncivilized  and  unchristian  kind ; 
they  boasted  they  should  soon  discover  me,  meaning,  I  sup- 
pose, they  would  either  find  or  fasten  some  thing  upon  me 
relating  to  my  character  or  conduct  whereby  they  miglit  get 
rid  of  me.  Under  these  disadvantages  I  entered  on  that  part 
of  my  mission,  but,  by  care  and  diligence,  conciliated  myself 
to  them,  'till  the  Eeverend  Hr.  Thompson,  of  Scituate,  came 
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up  amongst  tliem,  whose  conduct  kindled  a  fire  that  is  not 
extinguished.  In  my  absence,  and  while  he  was  among  them, 
they  appointed  a  vestry  without  my  privity,  and  let  me  know 
nothing  of  their  intents  till  four  days  before  that  meeting,  of 
their  own  appointment ;  meanwhile,  they  secreted  from  me 
the  Society's  letter,  and  when  I  insisted  on  seeing  it,  asserted 
they  had  no  occasion  to  consult  me,  nor  make  me  privy  to 
their  purposes,  so  I  did  not  see  it  till  two  days  before  that 
meeting.  From  Mr.  Thompson's  conduct  and  theirs,  I  be- 
came clearly  convinced  that  they  were  mutually  of  the  mind 
to  bring  him  into  my  mission.  At  their  instance,  I  indicated 
a  regular  vestry,  and  at  that,  the  appointment  of  a  committee 
to  find  a  suitable  tract  of  land  for  a  glebe.  I  encouraged 
them  all  in  my  power,  and  exhorted  them  to  order,  peace  and 
unanimity,  but  to  little  effect,  for  at  a  vestry  held  in  Easter 
Week,  some  of  their  leading  men  asserted  they  would  not  as- 
sist in  getting  a  glebe  unless  on  condition  to  have  their  own 
countryman  to  fill  the  Church.  They  alleged  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  venerable  Society's  mind  in  that  matter, 
which,  they  said,  had  left  them  to  their  choice,  and  had 
agreed  to  make  it  a  rule  that  every  country  should  be  fur- 
nished with  missionaries  of  their  own  raising  (as  they  phrase 
it.)  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  record  all  the  abuse  and  in- 
sults I  have  received  at  Derby  ;  so  many  and  so  severe,  that 
some  of  themselves,  more  moderate  than  the  rest,  remonstra- 
ted to  them  the  danger  they  were  in  of  losing  the  mission  by 
their  abuses  to  me.  They  answered,  they  did  not  care  if  it 
was  sunk,  they  could  soon  renew  it,  and  had  rather  have  it 
sunk  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  sea  than  have  it  in  an  itine- 
rancy ;  though  I  have  officiated  in  that  place  above  one-third 
of  my  time,  and  am,  through  God's  goodness,  hitherto  irre- 
provable  in  doctrine  and  practice.  My  ISTew-England  breth- 
ren of  the  Clergy  here  are  so  fond  of  their  own  countrymen 
that,  were  there  never  so  much  occasion  for  it,  eitlier  here  or 
at  the  Board,  they  would  be  at  little  pains  to  do  my  character 
justice ;  and  in  a  little  time  they  hope  to  get  rid  of  missionaries 
that  are  not  country  born,  or,  at  least,  that  no  more  of  Eu- 
ropean education  be  sent ;  and  then  what  face  the  Church 
here  will  put  on,  is  as  easy  as  it  is  unpleasant  to  foresee.  If 
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the  insults  of  Derby  are  not  redressed,  it  will  be  in  vain  to 
send  any  European,  especially  into  this  colony,  whether  as 
resident  or  itinerant. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

James  Lyons. 

[jRev.  Ml'.  Caner  to  the  Secretary. — Extract. 1 

Fairfield^  in  New-England^ 

May  loth,  1Y44. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

The  j)resent  state  of  my  own  parish  does,  not  yieia  me  all 
the  satisfaction  1  could  wish.  The  late  enthusiasm  never 
made  much  progress  here,  and,  indeed,  the  temper  of  the 
people  is  generally  rather  faulty  in  the  other  extreme,  a  cold 
Laodicean  disposition,  an  inconsiderate  neglect  of  the  great 
duties  of  religion,  a  visible  deadness  and  formality,  is  what, 
at  present,  gives  mc  most  concern,  and  prevents  the  success 
of  my  administrations. 

I  am,  Reverend  Sir,  your  most  obedient. 

And  most  humble  servant, 

Heney  Canee. 

[Note. — It  may  be  a  question  worth  examination,  whether  the  enthusiasm  com- 
plained of  was  not,  in  it^  i-eactionary  elfcct,  the  occasion,  if  not  the  cause,  of  the 
Laodicean  coldness  complained  of.] 


The  Members  of  the  Church  in  Northbnry  to  the  Secretary.'] 

NoHKbury^  May  28zfA,  1744. 

The  representation  and  humble  petition  of  the  members  of 
the  Church  of  England,  in  Northbury,  in  the  township  of 
Waterbury,  in  the  colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New-England, 
and  the  members  of  said  Church,  dwelling  in  other  places 
nearly  adjoining,  humbly  sheweth  : 
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We  were  all  educated  in  tins  land,  under  the  instruction  of 
Independent  teachers,  or  (as  they  would  be  called)  Presby- 
terians; and  consequently,  we  were  prejudiced  strongly 
against  the  Church  of  England  from  our  cradles,  until  we 
had  the  advantage  of  books  from  your  Eeverend  missionaries 
and  others,  whereby  we  began  to  see  with  our  own  eyes  that 
things  were  not  as  they  had  been  represented  to  our  view; 
and  Mr.  "Whitfield,  passing  through  this  land,  condemning 
all  but  his  adherents,  and  his  followers  and  imitators,  by  their 
insufferable  en  thusiastick  whims  and  extemporaneous  jargon, 
brought  in  such  a  flood  of  confusion  amongst  us,  that  we  be- 
came sensible  of  the  unscriptural  method  we  had  always  been 
accustomed  to  take  in  our  worship  of  God,  and  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  pretended  constitution  of  tlie  Churches  (so  called) 
in  this  land ;  whereupon,  we  fled  to  the  Churcli  of  England 
for  safety,  and  are  daily  more  and  more  satisfied  we  are  safe, 
provided  the  purity  of  our  hearts  and  lives  be  conformable  to 
her  excellent  doctrine;  and  that  it  is  the  best  constituted 
Church  this  day  in  the  world. 

Henry  Cook,  Isaac  Castel, 

Baknaby  Foed,  John  How, 

Thomas  Claselee. 


\Bev.  Mr.  Oaner  to  the  Secretary. — Extract. 1 

Fairfield,  in  New-England, 

November  ISth,  1744. 

Heverend  Sir, 

"We  daily  expect  a  new  storm  from  the  daily  irregular  ex- 
cursions of  Mr.  Whitfield ;  he  has  not  yet  begun  his  pro- 
gress, having  been  under  afflictions  for  the  loss  of  his  only 
child,  and,  since  that,  visited  with  dangerous  sickness  him- 
self ;  his  sickness  still  continues,  and  whether  it  shall  please 
God  to  continue  him  a  scourge  to  these  Churches,  is  yet  un- 
certain. 
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[Jiev.  Mr.  Jolinson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

Stratford^  in  Wew-Englmd^ 

February  I'^th,  1744-5. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

I  observe  the  Society  has  come  to  a  resolution  not  to  re^ 
ceive  any  for  the  future,  without  liberty  first  obtained  for 
them  to  go  home,  <fec.  This  order,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned, 
I  shall  dutifully  observe  ;  but,  as  it  is  expressed  in  the  most 
general  terms,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  whether  it  is  to  be  under- 
stood of  any  at  all,  even  though  their  view  wxre  only  to 
supply  any  vacancy  that  may  happen,  or  whether  it  be  not 
rather  the  Society's  meaning,  that  none  shall  go  with  a  view 
to  any  new  mission  to  be  erected,  without  leave  first  ob- 
tained. It  is  of  this  last  case,  I  humbly  presume,  the  Society 
would  be  understood,  because  it  would  seem  hard,  and  might 
be  very  detrimental  to  the  Church,  for  the  people  to  be  so 
long  destitute,  as  the  time  would  require  to  send  and  receive 
the  Society's  answer. 

I  humbly  hope  this  resolution  of  the  Society  will  not  be 
understood  to  look  back  so  as  to  defeat  the  hopes  of  Messrs. 
Miner  and  Lamson,  when  it  shall  please  God  to  deliver  them 
from  their  captivity.* 

As  to  Mr.  Prince,  who  is  now  teaching  a  school,  all  I  can 
say  of  him  from  my  own  knowledge  is,  that  ever  since  he  has 
been  in  those  parts,  which  is  now  almost  two  years,  his  be- 
haviour has  been  not  only  entirely  unexceptionable,  but  very 
amiable.  He  was,  it  is  true,  rejected  from  Harvard  College, 
but  I  understood  it  not  to  be  from  immorality,  but  for  his 
resolutely,  and,  perhaps,  too  warmly  adhering  to  what  he 
thought  right,  and  publishing  his  reasons  (not  since  answer- 
ed) in  a  controversy  among  them  relating  to  the  government 
of  the  College;  which  occasioned,  indeed,  great  obloquy 


*  They  had  probably  been  captured  on  their  passage,  and  carried  prisoners  to 
France,  as  several  of  those  who  went  for  orders  were. 
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against  him,  and  made  the  Convention  doubtful  about  em- 
ploying him,  but  they  at  length  came  to  this  conclusion,  (if 
I  remember  Tight,)  that  if  he  brought  sufficient  certificates  of 
his  good  behaviour  for  two  years  from  that  time,  which  was 
last  May,  they  should  he  willing  to  recommend  him.  As  to 
his  writing  against  the  three  creeds,  it  is  utterly  groundless ; 
all  the  pretence  for  it  was,  that  about  twelve  years  ago  he 
published  a  piece  upon  the  resurrection  of  Christ,  wherein 
he  has  a  slant  of  two  or  three  words  about  composing  creeds, 
or  something  to  that  eifect,  and  he  told  me  at  that  time  he 
had  imbibed  some  loose  latitudinarian  notions  from  reading 
Chubb,  and  the  Independent  Whig,  &c.,  which  he  had  long 
since  been  convinced  were  very  erroneous,  of  which  he  gave 
satisfaction  to  Dr.  Cutler  by  a  letter  to  him.  However,  as  to 
all  these  things,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  Kev.  Mr.  Da- 
venport, a  very  worthy  member  of  the  Society,  now  going 
home,  who  is  much  better  acquainted  with  what  concerns 
Mr.  Prince,  in  that  government,  than  I  am. 
I  remain,  Keverend  Sir, 
Your  most  faithful  and  most  obedient  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[Hev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. — Extrad.l 

Stratford^  in  New-England^ 

March  ZOth,  1745. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

And  as  there  is  such  a  growing  disposition  among  the 
people  in  many  places  to  forsake  the  tenets  of  enthusiasm  and 
confusion,  so  there  is  a  like  disposition  increasing  in  the  Col- 
lege, where  there  are  already  ten  children  of  the  Church,  and 
several  sons  of  dissenting  parents,  that  are  much  inclined  to 
conform.  I  was  there  last  week,  and  was  much  pleased  with 
their  exercises ;  among  the  rest,  there  was  dne  layman,  a  per- 
son of  good  character,  (beside  Messrs.  Marsh  and  Mansfield, 
mentioned  in  my  last,)  who  desired  me  to  mention  him  to  the 
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Society  as  a  'candidate  for  the  ministrj.  Thus,  ttie  harvest  is 
large  and  the  labourers  not  a  few^  who  would  gladly  be  em- 
plojed)  and  be  content  with  as  moderate  wages  as  can  be 
thought  tolerable,  whenever  the  Society  shall  be  in  a  dispo- 
sition to  employ  them,  or  any  of  them. 

Though  the  madness  of  the  late  enthusiasm  has  much 
abated,  the  venom  of  it  still  continues,  and,  I  fear,  rather  in- 
creases, and  operates  in  a  violent  manner  in  many  places 
against  the  Church  ;  so  that  no  sooner  does  any  person  in 
authority  appear  for  the  Church,  but  he  is  soon  displaced,  and 
some  bitter  creature  set  up  by  the  government  in  his  room ; 
and  in  some  places,  notwithstanding  the  law  they  had  made 
in  our  favour,  they  have  of  late  taxed  the  lands  of  the  Church 
people  in  common  with  the  Dissenters,  toward  the  support 
of  their  ministers.  I  have  myself  lately  had  no  less  than  ten 
pounds  of  our  money  forced  from  me,  toward  maintaining 
three  of  the  worst  creatures  in  the  government,  being  taxes 
raised  upon  some  lands  I  had  in  the  places  where  they  were 
teachers.  But  what  I  would  mention  as  the  greatest  griev- 
ance of  this  kind,  is  the  case  of  the  Church  people  at  Derby, 
who  are  forced  to  pay  such  a  land  tax  in  their  own  town  to 
a  dissenting  teacher  and  meeting-house  in  one  of  their  vil- 
lages, (when  they  have  a  Church  of  their  own  to  finish  and 
a  minister  to  provide  for,)  the  amount  of  which,  in  the  whole, 
will  be  very  considerable. 

I  am,  Eeverend  Sir, 
Your  most  obliged,  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


\liev.  Mr,  Lyons  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

NeW'Hwoen,  May  SOth,  1745. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

The  conformists  at  West  Haven  increase,  and  they  have 
almost  finished  the  Church.  In  many  other  places  (too 
tedious  to  mention)  our  Church  begins  to  gain  ground  in 
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spite  of  many  disadvantages.  At  Wallingford  and  Cheshire, 
the  Dissenters  take,  by  distress,  the  Churchmen's  estates,  to 
build,  repair,  and  keep  clean  their  meeting-houses ;  and, 
though  they  have  had  several  trials  in  our  courts,  they  always 
lose  their  cases.  The  people  of  Derby  still  continue  divided 
by  a  national  spirit  that  prevails,  and  is  industriously  propa- 
gated by  some  of  them  and  the  neighbouring  Clergy ;  how- 
ever, after  all  attempts  made,  and  unchristian  means  used, 
by  some  to  render  me  unacceptable,  (by  hauling  me  once  and 
again  before  an  Independent  justice  of  the  peace,  as  I  men- 
tioned in  some  former  account,)  yet,  through  the  goodness  of 
God,  my  innocence  and  integrity  protected  me,  and  I  continue 
irreprovable,  having  a  good  understanding  with  the  most  of 
my  extensive  mission,  and  even  with  many  of  Derby,  who 
are  grieved  with  the  irregular  proceedings  of  that  I^ational 
party. 

I  am,  Heverend  Sir,  yourSj^  &c.,  &c., 

James  Lyons. 


[J^ev.  Mr.  Gibbs  to  the  Secretary.— Extract.'\ 

Simsbury^  June  26fh,  1745. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  Church  seems  to  h6  in  a  promising  condition,  and  I 
am  not  without  hope  that  there  will  be  a  great  increase  in 
time.  I  have  now  twenty  communicants,  and  have  baptised 
eight.  The  Churchmen  here  have  been  much  oppressed  by 
the  Dissenters,  who  have  taken  from  them  seventy  pounds 
toward  building  their  meeting-house  and  settling  their  min^ 
ister. 

I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

"William  Gibbs. 
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[Bev.  Mr,  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.} 

jSCratford,  in  New-England^ 

September  1745. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  am  very  glad  tlie  Society  lias  made  the  providing  a  par- 
sonage-house the  conditions  of  the  continuance  to  old  mis- 
sions. This  is  a  very  reasonable  and  happy  exchange  for  a 
former  proposal  of  making  an  house  and  glebe  the  condition 
of  opening  new  missions,  which  was  very  difficult  and  dis- 
couraging to  many  new  places. 

I  have,  by  favour  of  Mr.  Yesey,  seen  the  sermon  and  ab- 
stract you  mention  relating  to  the  Moskito  Indians,  but  do 
not  know  of  any  missionary  willing  to  move  to  that  distance, 
it  being  very  remote  from  these  parts,  and  thought  to  be  an 
unhealthy  climate.  Mr.  Prince,  however,  is  willing  to  under- 
take, if  the  Society  shall  think  proper  to  employ  him,  and  I 
am  informed  that  the  Commissary  is  well  satisfied  with  re- 
spect to  the  objections  that  were  alleged  against  him,  and  is 
willing  to  recommend  him  j  and  in  order  thereunto,  I  have 
sent  him  a  good  testimonial  from  these  parts  where  he  has 
resided  chiefly  above  two  years.  I  hope  he  may  be  tlie 
bearer  of  this  letter,  or,  at  least,  ^o  home  in  the  spring,  and 
am  persuaded  if  he  can  have  his  health,  he  may  do  very  good 
service  in  such  a  mission  as  you  propose. 

As  I  may  not  have  opportunity  again  after  Michaelmas,  I 
beg  leave  to  add  that  I  have  continued,  once  in  awhile,  to 
visit  Middletown  and  Guilford,  where  there  continues  to  be 
a  good  prospect,  and  the  College  remains  in  the  same  dispo- 
sition as  when  I  wrote  last.  Another  promising  youth  offers 
his  service,  one  of  Bishop  Berkeley's  scholars,  whose  name 
is  CoUon^  and  he,  with  the  other  two  I  mentioned  before, 
Mansfield  and  Lyman ^  beg  leave  to  hope  they  may  be  em- 
ployed by  the  Society  about  two  years  hence,  when  they  will 
be  of  full  age,  and  in  the  mean  time  are  devoting  themselves 
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to  pursue  sucli  studies,  under  my  direction,  as  may  qualify 
them  for  it. 

It  is  a  mighty  grief  to  us  to  hear  of  the  death  of  our  friend, 
Mr.  Miner,  the  case  of  T:hose  disconsolate  widow  and  father- 
less children  is  very  pitiable ;  he  would  have  been  a  very 
useful  man  if  he  had  lived ;  nor  do  we  yet  hear  since  of  Mr. 
Lamson.  Would  to  God  we  had  a  Bishop  to  ordain  here, 
which  would  prevent  such  unhappy  disasters. 
I  remain,  Heverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[JRev.  Mr.  Punderson  to  tTie  Secretary. — Extract.l 

iT.  Groton,  October  8th,  1745. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Since  my  last  I  have  been  to  Stafford,  preached  and  bap- 
tised some  children.  Mr.  Payne,  of  whom  I  acquainted  the 
Society  in  my  last,  proposes,  by  divine  permission,  (having 
obtained  leave  from  the  Societj^,)  to  come  home  next  sum- 
mer. He  has  only  a  wife  and  two  children,  and  there  is  no 
missionary  within  near  fifty  miles,  and  the  country  pretty 
well  inhabited. 

The  third  Sunday  in  September  I  preached  in  iN'ew-Lon- 
don,  desired  the  congregation  to  meet  upon  the  next  day, 
which  they  did,  and  voted  to  procure  a  house  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible for  their  next  missionary.  One  of  the  members  of  that 
Church  has  given  a  convenient  and  valuable  spot  of  land  for 
that  purpose  ;  they  have  generously  subscribed  to  the  build- 
ing of  said  house,  which  I  hope  will  be  fit  to  live  in  by  the 
beginning  of  next  summer.  I  verily  think  it  a  piece  of  jus- 
tice due  to  that  congregation  in  general,  to  assure  the  Soci- 
ety that,  according  to  their  abilities,  they  are  a  generous  good 
sort  of  people,  and  they  continue  firm  and  unshaken. 
Eeverend  Sir,  yours,  and  the  Society's 

Most  obedient  and  obliged  servant, 

Ebe^^'r  Pundeeson. 
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[The  Churchwardens  of  West  Haven  to  the  Society.— Extract  J] 

West  Haven,  October  26th,  1745. 

Reverend  Sir, 

We  beg  leave  to  represent  the  state  of  our  part  of  the  mis- 
sion to  the  venerable  Board,  as  the  parish  of  West  Haven  is 
small,  and  the  inhabitants  poor.  The  Dissenters  were  not 
able,  after  our  conformity,  to  support  their  teacher  by  a  min- 
isterial rate,  so  that  they  have  sold  the  glebe  land,  and  had 
money  out  of  the  treasury,  which,  with  some  additions  made 
by  the  parish,  founded  a  bank,  the  interest  of  which  supports 
their  teacher,  which  weakens  our  hands  and  hinders  the 
conformity  of  Dissenters,  as  they  expect  to  contribute  to  the 
support  of  ours  if  they  conform. 

We  are,  Eeverend  Sir, 

Your  most  obliged,  humble  servants, 
John  Humphrevile, 
Joseph  Prindle, 


Churchwardens. 


[Hev,  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.] 


Stratford,  in  New-England, 

mh  March,  1746. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  have  once  or  twice  mentioned  the  case  of  the  people  of 
our  Church  at  Ripton,  a  parish  of  this  town,  under  my  care, 
where  there  are  fifty-one  families  that  have  built  a  Church 
about  eight  miles  from  hence.  They  have  been  so  undenia- 
bly importunate  to  have  the  service  and  sermons  read  among 
them  to  prevent  their  children  from  straggling  and  going  to 
meeting,  that  I  have  this  winter  indulged  their  importunity 
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in  permitting  my  son  to  read  to  them,  whose  services  therein 
have  been  very  acceptable  to  them,  and  they  beg  me  to  men- 
tion him  to  the  Society,  with  thdir  earnest  desires  that  he 
may  be  allowed  as  a  catechist  and  reader  for  them,  and  would 
allow  him  seventy  or  eighty  pounds  our  currency,  which  is 
equal  to  about  ten  pounds  sterling.  As  to  my  son,  I  shall 
only  beg  leave  to  say,  that  I  thank  God  he  has  good  abilities, 
and  that  I  have  spared  no  pains  to  <3ultivate  them  in  the  best 
manner  circumstances  will  admit  of.  He  will  shortly  enter 
his  20th  year,  and  has  took  his  Bachelor's  degree  almost  two 
years  ago ;  the  chief  Greek  and  Latin  classics  were  then  so 
familiar  to  him,  that  he  merited  Bishop  Berkeley's  premium 
in  this  College,  and  he  has  taken  much  pains  to  qualify  him- 
self in  all  other  parts  of  learning  ;  particularly,  he  has  read 
much  of  our  best  English  philosophers  and  divines  for  his 
years,  and  is  now  studying  the  Hebrew,  and  Antiquities, 
both  sacred  and  profane.  But  whether  he  will  make  di- 
vinity or  law  the  business  of  his  life,  he  has  not  yet  resolved. 

I  am.  Reverend  Sir,  your  most  obliged, 

And  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samuel  Johnson. 


[Jiev.  Mr.  Caner  to  the  Secretary. — Extract. 'I 

Fairfield.^  in  New-England.^ 

Wovemler  10th,  1746. 

Sir, 

As  to  ITorwalk  and  Stamford,  I  am  afraid  the  interest  of 
the  Church  loses  ground  in  those  places,  for  want  of  a  more 
constant  service  than  I  can  supply  them  with.  And  I  can- 
not help  repeating  my  earnest  desire  that  the  Society  will 
either  supply  these  places j  or,  by  some  further  provision,  en- 
able me  to  supply  them  by  an  assistant.  Here  are  sundry 
young  gentlemen,  ready  to  enter  into  the  Society's  service, 
who  would  be  very  acceptable  to  these  people.    The  Society 
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will  excuse  me  that  I  am  solicitous  for  the  welfare  of  a  people, 
chiefly,  under  God,  the  fruit  of  my  own  diligence,  that  I  may 
not  see  the  labour  of  almost  twenty  years  bestowed  in  vain. 
I  am  the  venerable  Society's 

Most  dutiful  and  obedient,  and.  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

Heney  Canee. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Gibbs  to  the  Secretary.'] 

Simslury^  New-England^ 

October  22^?,  1746. 

Reverend  Sir, 

I  presume  to  write,  at  the  same  time  hoping  and  wishing 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  Church  here,  which  is  environed 
among  a  number  of  its  enemies,  who  are  continually  wishing 
for  its  overthrow.  Ilie  Independents,  who  have  been  hereto- 
fore very  rude,  bold  and  insolent  toward  those  of  the  Church, 
by  forcing  and  obliging  them  to  pay  to  the  Dissenters,  do 
yet,  some  of  them,  persist  in  the  same  manner,  and  have 
obliged  a  communicant  of  my  Church,  though,  indeed,  be- 
longing to  another  town,  viz.,  Farmington,  about  lifteen  miles 
distant,  to  pay  toward  the  repairing  of  their  meeting-house, 
and  threatened  hard  for  his  refusing  to  pay. 

And  another  communicant  of  mine,  of  the  same  town,  do 
they  very  much  threaten.  Thus  bold  and  daring  are  they  to 
all  that  profess  themselves  of  the  Church. 

I  would  further  acquaint  the  honourable  Society  that  the 
prejudices  of  the  people  toward  the  Church  wear  off  by  de- 
grees, and  they  begin  to  be  more  enlightened  about  it,  and  I 
am  not  wanting  in  my  endeavours  to  instruct  them  as  to  the 
same. 

I  have  baptised,  since  the  eighth  of  May  last,  ten  children, 
one  of  which  I  baptised  at  Litchfield,  near  thirty  miles  west 
of  Simsbury,  where  I  was  desired  to  preach  ;  and  another  at 
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Middletown,  twenty-seven  miles  southward,  and  I  have  five 
new  communicants  added. 

I  pray  God  for  the  enlargement  of  the  Church  in  these 
parts,  and  hope  it  may  increase  more  and  more,  which  is  the 
earnest  wish  of  him  who  subscribes  himself, 
The  Society's  most  obedient 

And  humble  servant, 

William  Gesbs. 


[jRev.  Mr.  Punderson  to  the  Secretary. 1 

N',  Groton^  6th  October,  1746. 

Reverend  Sir, 

As  I  am  the  only  missionary  the  Society  have  at  present  in 
the  eastern  half  of  the  government,  I  think  it  my  duty,  in  the 
most  pressing  manner,  to  solicit  the  Society's  further  assist- 
ance to  New-London,  Charlestown  and  Hebron ;  especially 
New-London.  In  behalf  of  that  people  I  can  plead  with 
great  assurance  of  success,  as  they  have  complied  with  the 
terms  on  which  the  venerable  Society  suspended  their  assist- 
ance; having  set  up  and  covered  a  very  good  house  which, 
in  a  few  weeks,  may  be  made  a  comfortable  habitation. 

With  regard  to  Hebron,  which  I  visit  twice  a  year,  and 
therein  administer  the  Sacrame'nts,  I  have  this  to  observe, 
that  when  I  was  there  last,  which  was  the  last  day  of  Au- 
gust, there  were  about  forty  communicants,  and  six  children 
baptised.  The  day  following  I  preached  them  a  sermon, 
after  which  they  unanimously  subscribed  £303  10s.  for  the 
purchase  of  thirty  acres  of  exceedingly  good  land,  (the  donor 
gave  £30,)  a  deed  of  which  I  shall  transmit  with  this  letter, 
and  beg  leave  earnestly  to  recommend  to  the  venerable  Board 
the  supply  of  a  people  so  steadfast  and  zealous,  and  who  have 
not  a  missionary  within  near  forty  miles  of  them.  I  presume 
there  would  be  as  large  an  addition  to  them  as  to  any  con- 
gregation in  the  government,  if  they  were  supplied  with  a 
pious  and  faithful  minister.    The  Thursday  following,  I 
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preached  a  sermon  in  Litchfield,  about  eighty  miles  from  my 
house,  where  there  is  a  considerable  number  of  conformists, 
who  performed  their  part  of  the  divine  service  with  propriety 
and  reverence.  I  furnished  them  with  some  books,  and  trust 
there  will  be  additions  to  them. 

I  must  also  beg  leave  to  refresh  the  memories  of  the  vener- 
able Board  with  respect  to  the  melancholy  state  of  Charles- 
town,  where  there  is  great  need  of  a  resident  missionary. 
The  deed  of  forty  acres  of  good  land  given  to  that  Church,  I 
hope  has  reached  the  Society  'ere  this,  having  been  sent  with 
my  letters  of  April  4th.  The  state  of  the  Church  in  Groton 
and  the  adjacent  towns  remains  much  the  same,  but  I  hope 
will  soon  increase,  the  Independent  teacher  in  this  place 
having  left  his  people,  and  'tis  the  general  opinion  that  they 
will  not  be  able  to  settle  another. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir,  yours,  and  the  Society's 

Most  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundekson. 


[Bev.  Mr.  Johnson  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

Stratford.,  in  New-England., 

October  \st,  1746. 

Reverend  Sir, 

Since  my  last,  I  have  received  the  Bible  and  Common 
Prayer-Books  safe,  for  which  we  are  all  very  thankful.  My 
son  continues  to  read  and  instruct  the  youth  at  Pipton  with 
good  success,  and  the  Church  there  flourishes.  I  continue  to 
visit  them,  and  administer  the  Sacraments  to  them  once  in  two 
or  three  months,  and  they  are  going  on  to  finish  their  Church. 
My  Church  also  flourishes  in  this  parish,  where  two  new 
families  are  added,  and  I  have  baptised  twenty-four,  and  ad- 
mitted eight  communicants  since  last  March,  whereof  one  is 
a  negro  man.  I  have  also  visited  Middletown  and  Guilford, 
where  the  Chnrch  keeps  its  ground,  though  I  cannot  say  it 
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mucli  increases  for  want  of  iixinisters.  A  love  to  the  Church 
is  still  gaining  in  the  College,  and  four  more,  whose  names 
are  Allen,  Llojd,  Sturgeon  and  Chandler,  have  declared 
themselves  candidates  for  holy  orders ;  and  there  seems  a  very 
growing  disposition  toward  the  Church,  in  the  town  of  jN'ew- 
Haven,  as  well  as  in  the  College,  so  that  I  hoj^e  there  will, 
'ere  long,  be  a  flourishing  Church  there.  I  have  heretofore 
desired  leave  for  Messrs.  Dibble  and  Leaming  to  go  for  or- 
ders, and  am  now  desired  to  ask  the  same  for  Messrs.  Mans- 
field and  Allen,  as  soon  as  the  Society  can  be  in  a  disposition 
to  receive  them.  Mr.  Cole,  for  whom  I  wrote  long  since,  is, 
I  doubt,  discouraged,  having  heard  nothing  from  him  in  a 
great  while.  I  presume  it  probable,  that  leave  was  given 
him  to  go  home,  by  Mr.  Dean ;  but  as  we  have  not  heard  a 
word  of  him  since  he  left  London,  we  have  too  much  reason 
to  fear  he  is  lost.  If  this  should  prove  to  be  the  case,  (as 
Mr.  Lyons  is  said  to  be  removed,  and  Mr.  Dean  to  have  been 
appointed  to  succeed  him  at  Derby,)  the  people  there  are 
very  desirous  that  Mr.  Mansfield  may  have  leave  to  go  for 
them,  w^here  they  are  providing  a  glebe;  and  Waterbury 
having  also  provided  one,  begs  to  have  a  minister  for  them- 
selves, with  j^orthbury  and  Litchfield,  and  that  Mr.  Cole 
may  have  leave  to  go  for  them,  or  one  other  of  the  candi- 
dates, if  Mr.  Cole  be  otherwise  provided  for.  I^ew-London 
is  also  providing  a  house,  and  Mr.  Cole  or  Mr.  Lloyd  would 
do  well  for  them. 

I  am,  Keverend  Sir,  your  most  obliged 

And  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Samtel  Johnson. 


\_Bev.  Mr.  Caner  to  the  Secretary. — Extract.'] 

Fairfield,  in  New-England, 

May  Vhth,  1746. 

Sir, 

I  have  not  been  favoured  with  an  answer  to  either  of  my 
two  letters  of  ISTovember  apd  December  past,  requesting  some 
further  provisions  for  the  Church  at  IsTorwalk.    The  suffer- 
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ing  condition  of  that  Church,  notwithstanding  my  utmost 
care,  obliges  me  to  renew  my  request,  and  humbly  beg  that 
the  venerable  Society  will  give  that  people  leave  to  recom- 
mend some  young  gentleman  home,  in  their  own  favour,  or 
make  such  other  provision  for  them  as  the  Society  shall  think 
proper.  I  mentioned  in  my  last  their  having  purchased  a  new 
house  and  garden  spot  for  the  use  of  a  minister,  to  which 
they  propose  to  add  some  convenient  pasturage  as  soon  as 
they  have  finished  their  new  Church,  which  at  present  lies 
pretty  heavy  upon  them.  Beside  the  provision  already  made, 
they  offer  to  raise  twenty  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  which 
I  think  they  will  be  able  to  advance,  because  the  taxes  levied 
by  the  government  here  in  favour  of  a  minister  amount  to 
about  fifteen  pounds  sterling,  and  they  will  doubtless  exert 
themselves  to  raise  five  pounds  more  than  what  is  exacted  of 
them  b}^  law. 

The  Church  of  ISTorwalk  is,  I  think,  the  largest  and  most 
promising  Church  in  this  colony,  which  makes  me  the  more 
solicitous  to  have  some  better  provision  made  for  it  than  I 
am  capable  of  bestowing  that  way  consistently  with  a  proper 
care  of  other  Churches ;  and  this,  also,  will,  I  hope,  plead  my 
excuse  with  the  venerable  Society  for  the  repeated  trouble  I 
give  them  upon  this  subject. 

As  to  Fairfield,  nothing  new  or  uncommon  has  occurred 
since  my  last.  The  condition  of  the  Church  is,  I  think, 
nothing  worse,  I  am  afraid  I  must  add,  nor  much  better, 
since  my  last  account.  Indeed,  in  these  times  of  war  and 
confusion,  (in  which  we  also  have  had  our  share,)  which  are 
often  attended  with  greater  degrees  of  licentiousness  and  cor- 
ruption of  manners,  I  am  apt  to  flatter  myself  that  our 
labour  is  not  wholly  lost,  if  we  may  be  instrumental  in  pre- 
serving religion  from  decay,  even  though  no  great  progress 
should  be  made  in  its  advancement. 

The  particular  state  of  these  Churches  will  appear  from  the 
noiitia  parochialis  enclosed,  and  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

I  am  the  Society's  most  dutiful  and  obedient, 

And,  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

Henrt  Canek. 
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[Hev.  Mr.  Gihbs  to  the  Secretary.'] 

Simsbury^  May  8^A,  1746. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

I  take  the  freedom  to  write,  and,  at  the  same  time,  represent 
the  condition  of  the  Church  here.  It  is  situated  back  of  the 
great  river  Connecticut  eight  miles  ;  close  by  are  a  number 
of  large  commodious  towns,  Hartford  being  the  chief  and  a 
county  town,  and  about  ten  miles  from  Simsbury.  The 
Church  here  seems  to  be  well  situated,  and  I  am  not  without 
hopes  of  its  growth,  notwithstanding  it  is  environed  and  sur- 
rounded by  so  great  a  number  of  staunch  enemies  to  it,  and 
those  who  call  themselves  "  new  lights,"  who  are  of  a  bitter 
and  inveterate  spirit  toward  the  Church.  I  have  not  been 
wanting  since  my  being  here  in  my  endeavours  to  enlighten 
these  people,  in  the  Church,  as  to  the  feasts  and  fasts  of  the 
Church,  and  in  teaching  and  catechising  their  children.  I 
have  spread  about  several  books  of  the  Society's,  which  have 
been  very  beneficial.  Dr.  King  being  very  much  in  request. 

I  have  belonging  to  the  Church  here  forty  families,  twenty- 
six  persons,  communicants,  and  have  baptised  since  July  last 
thirteen  children.  I  hope  to  see  the  Church  prosperous  and 
flourishing  here  ;  people's  23rejudices  begin  to  wear  more  off, 
and  I  pray  God  to  open  tlieir  eyes  that  they  may  see  and  know 
better,  and  that  they  may  be  brought  into  the  Church,  that 
so  we  may  glorify  God  with  one  lieart  and  mind. 

I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself  the  Society's 
Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

William  Gibbs. 
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[liev.  Mr.  Fanderson  to  the  Secretary.] 

Groton^  April  Uh^  1746. 

Keverend  Sir, 

It  is  with  a  very  sensible  pleasure  that  I  can  acquaint  the 
venerable  Society  with  the  almost  daily  increase  of  our 
Church,  and  that  the  opinions  of  most  sober,  considerate 
persons  grow  more  favourable  toward  it ;  ^particularly,  I  am 
rejoiced  upon  Mr.  John  Whitney's  embracing  the  Church, 
and  resolving,  by  divine  Providence,  with  the  Society's  aid, 
to  come  over  in  the  fall  for  holy  orders.  He  is  a  person  of 
an  excellent  moral  character,  good  sense,  and  of  a  mild  dis- 
position. The  people  in  New-London  are  very  desirous  (if 
they  should  not  be  supplied  before)  that  he  maybe  appointed 
for  them.  The  conformists,  also,  of  Stonington,  where  he 
lives,  together  with  those  of  Charlestown  and  "Westerly,  are 
fond  of  having  him,  if  the  Society  are  able  and  willing  to 
erect  them  into  a  mission.  The  harvest  is  truly  great,  and  at 
present  no  labourer  in  this  half  of  the  government  but  my- 
self, of  the  Episcopal  order,  and,  with  the  most  sincere  grati- 
tude, I  bless  God  that  my  labours  are  not  in  vain.  I  esteem 
it  a  singular  Providence,  that  in  [New-London  the  Church 
have  lost  none  in  their  long  vacancy,  but  wait  with  patience. 
A  deed  of  the  land  given  by  a  worthy  member  of  the  Church, 
which  is,  I  suppose,  worth  £300  our  money,  will  be  trans- 
mitted with  my  letter ;  a  frame  of  a  house  worth  £100  is  al- 
ready got,  and  they  are  daily  forwarding  it. 

Capt.  Mumford,  with  wliom  Mr.  Dean  embarked,  is  not  yet 
arrived ;  we  fear  he  is  taken  or  foundered.  By  him  I  had 
expectations  of  a  letter  from  the  venerable  Society,  whom 
I  fervently  pray  God  daily  to  enlarge,  and  make  a  more 
extensive  blessing  to  mankind  in  general,  and  this  land  in 
j^articular. 

I  am,  with  the  greatest  respect,  Peverend  Sir, 

Yours,  and  the  Society's  faithful  friend  and  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundekson. 
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[Hev.  Mr.  Beach  to  the  Secretary. ^ 

Heading.^  in  Connecticut^  in  iT.  E.^ 

April  2d,  1746. 

Eeverend  Sir, 

All  that  I  have  at  present  to  acquaint  the  venerable  Socie- 
ty with,  beside  what  is  contained  in  the  enclosed,  is,  that  we 
have  erected  another  Church  at  Kewtown,  which  is  forty-six 
feet  long,  thirty-five  broad,  and  twenty-five  np  to  the  roof. 
It  is  a  strong,  neat  building,  and  though  it  be  small,  yet, 
considering  the  poverty  of  people  in  these  new  settlements, 
and  that  the  parish  being  sixteen  miles  in  length,  we  must 
have  two  Churches  in  it,  it  is  a  considerable  charge  to  that 
part  of  the  parish,  who  have  contributed  cheerfully,  some 
thirty,  some  fifty,  and  one  man  two  hundred  pounds  this 
currency  ;  while  our  neighbours  of  the  Independent  persua- 
sion have  their  meeting-houses  built  by  a  tax  laid  by  the 
government  upon  all  the  land  in  the  parish.  And  in  this 
parish  all  who  go  to  meeting  are  exempt  from  paying  any 
thing  toward  the  support  of  the  government,  but  as  soon 
as  any  join  in  the  worship  of  the  Church  of  England  they 
immediately  lose  that  privilege.  But  the  more  we  are 
oppressed,  though  there  may  be  several  professors  of  the 
Church  of  England,  yet,  I  hope,  we  sball  be  the  more  sincere 
in  our  profession  ;  and  it  is  very  certain  that  our  people  gener- 
ally expend  more  by  far  for  the  support  of  religion  than  their 
neighbours  of  the  dissenting  persuasion. 

If  the  A'enerable  Society  would  think  it  reasonable  to  send 
me  four  dozen  Common  Prayer-Books,  with  Tate  and  Brady's 
version  of  the  Psalms,  and  two  dozen  of  the  Whole  Duty  of 
Man,  they  should  be  carefully  distributed  among  the  poorer 
people,  by, 

Keverend  Sir,  yours. 

And  the  venerable  Society's 

Host  obedient  and  humble  servant, 

John  Beach. 
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[Jiev.  Mr.  Lamson  to  tJie  Secretary. 1 

North  Castle^  in  the  Parish  of  Eye, 

February  10th,  1746-7. 

Reverend  Sir, 

The  mission  at  Fairfield  having  become  vacant  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Caner's  acceptance  of  an  invitation  to  Boston, 
the  Episcopal  congregation  at  Fairfield,  by  advice  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Caner,have  invited  me  to  accept  that  mission, 
if  the  venerable  Society  will  be  pleased  to  bestow  it  upon 
me  at  their  request  and  mine,  in  which,  there  being  such  a 
universal  concurrence,  without  an  exception,  I  could  not  but 
think  it  an  encouragement  to  hope  that  my  labours  among 
them  may  be  attended  with  good  success,  (by  the  blessing  of 
God,)  and,  therefore,  I  do  cheerfully  concur  with  them  in 
their  application  to  the  venerable  Board,  that  I  may  be  re- 
moved into  the  Reverend  Mr.  Caner's  place,  according  to  the 
request  of  that  Church,  provided  I  may  be  allowed  the  same 
salary  that  Mr.  Caner  received.  For,  although  Mr.  Caner's 
benevolence  and  the  people's  purchase  have  provided  a  very 
decent  glebe  house,  yet,  fifty  pounds  sterling,  added  to  what 
may  be  expected  from  the  people,  will  not  be  a  decent  sub- 
sistence in  a  place  where  living  must  be  more  expensive  than 
in  most  other  country  places.  My  present  situation  can't  be 
thought  a  settlement,  inasmuch  as  no  house  or  glebe  is  pro- 
vided, nor  my  support  sufficient  to  enable  me  to  purchase 
one.  I  have  endeavoured,  since  my  arrival,  to  do  what  ser- 
vice I  can  among  a  great  number  of  poor  people  scattered 
about  in  the  woods,  who  have  little  ability,  and,  most  of 
them,  as  little  inclination  to  reward  me.  I  compassionate 
their  circumstances,  and  the  more,  because  so  many  of  them 
have  very  little  sense  of  the  importance  of  religion  and  virtue. 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Wetmore  has  been  treating  with  a  worthy 
young  gentleman,  Mr.  Thomas  Bradbury  Chandler,  who  is 
willing  to  perform  the  service  of  a  lay  Catechist  among  these 
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people,  if  the  honourable  Society,  "upon  my  removal,  will  be 
pleased  to  bestow  upon  him  the  ten  pounds  sterling  salary 
that  was  formerly  allowed  to  Mr.  Flint  Dwight,  deceased. 
I  am  of  opinion  that  such  a  provision  is  as  much  as  these  peo- 
ple can  expect  at  present,  and  I  believe  it  may,  in  a  great  meas- 
ure, supply  the  place  of  a  minister  in  orders,  considering  that 
Mr.  Wetmore,  with  Mr.  Chandler's  assistance  to  read  in  the 
Church  at  Rye  in  his  absence,  may  more  frequently  visit  the 
Churches  at  North  Castle  and  Bedford,  and  administer  the 
Sacraments  among  them.  And  some  of  the  people  have  ex- 
pressed a  satisfaction  in  the  hopes  of  having  so  ingenious  a 
man  as  Mr.  Chandler  to  labour  among  them  in  such  a  method 
after  my  leaving  them.  They  find  as  little  fault  as  I  could 
expect  at  the  talk  of  my  removal,  knowing  that  my  present 
income  is  too  small  for  a  support.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know 
the  honourable  Society's  resolutions,  in  answer  to  this  hum- 
ble request  of  mine  and  the  Church  at  Fairfield,  as  soon  as 
may  be ;  and  as  that  place  will  be  the  more  acceptable  to  me 
for  its  nearness  to  my  friends,  being  but  eight  miles  from  my 
father's  house,  I  hope  my  request  will  be  granted ;  which, 
if  the  venerable  Society  shall  think  fit  to  gratify  me  in,  no 
diligence  shall  be  wanting  on  my  part,  according  to  my  best 
abilities,  to  serve  the  great  designs  of  their  charity,  God's 
glory,  and  the  good  of  immortal  souls. 

The  sectaries  will  be  very  busy  in  endeavouring  to  seduce 
the  people  when  they  have  no  minister  among  them ;  for  which 
reason  I  beg  leave  to  repeat  my  urgency  to  have  this  affair 
considered  and  expedited  as  fast  as  proper,  and  only  add  my 
humble  duty  to  the  venerable  Board,  and,  with  hearty  prayers 
for  the  success  of  their  extensive  charity, 
I  humbly  subscribe  myself, 

Reverend  Sir,  your  most  obedient. 

And  most  humble  servant, 

Joseph  Lamson. 
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[Hev,  Mr,  Caner  to  tTie  Secretari/.] 

Fairfield^  in  New-England^ 

February  12th,  1746-7. 

Beverend  Sir, 

I  having  lately  received  an  invitation  from  the  congrega- 
tion of  King's  Chapel,  in  Boston  ^  to  succeed  the  Eeverend 
Mr.  Commissary  Price,  who  has  resigned,  I  take  the  first  op- 
portunity to  ask  the  venerable  Society's  concurrence  and  dis- 
mission from  the  present  service  in  which  I  am  now  engaged. 
I  have  long  laboured  under  infirmities  of  body,  which  made 
it  very  difficult  for  me  to  perform  the  services  required  in 
such  an  extensive  cure.  The  frequent  colds  I  have  taken, 
and  disorders  consequent  thereon,  have  made  traveling  to  me 
pretty  much  impracticable. 

I  humbly  thank  the  venerable  Society  for  their  favours  to 
me  and  to  the  pec  pie  whom  I  have  served,  and  because  I  am 
much  concerned  that  the  interests  of  religion  should  be  car- 
ried on  as  well  as  begun  here,  I  humbly  hope  the  Society 
will  agree  to  the  request  of  the  people  of  this  Church  (here- 
with transmitted)  and  appoint  the  Reverend  Mr.  Lamson  to 
succeed  in  this  place.  I  should  conceive  a  good  prospect  of 
this  gentleman  promoting  the  interests  of  religion  and  piety 
here,  from  the  great  harmony  that  appears  between  him  and 
this  people.  A  custom  of  being  indulged  this  way  has  made 
it  matter  of  consequence  in  this  part  of  the  world,  that  the 
people  should,  as  much  as  possible,  be  gratified  in  the  choice 
of  their  ministers ;  and  frequent  observation  has  confirmed 
me  in  it,  that  little  can  be  done  toward  the  advancement  of 
piety  where  a  good  understanding  does  not  subsist  between 
minister  and  people.  I  omit  at  this  time  to  mention  the 
present  state  of  these  Churches,  a  full  account  of  which  I 
propose  shortly  to  transmit.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  leave 
to  observe  that,  as  this  Church  is  situated  at  the  head  of  the 
county,  a  very  email  vacancy  may  prove  of  much  disservice. 
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especially  at  this  time,  when  very  few  Churches  this  way  are 
supplied.  One  thing  further  I  humbly  move  to  the  Society, 
which  is,  that  they  will  be  pleased  to  continue  the  full  salary 
to  this  place,  for,  though  the  people  are  generous  according 
to  their  circumstances,  yet  the  expensiveness  of  the  place 
makes  the  whole  but  a  necessary  support ;  this  town,  and 
that  of  ]^ew-London,  being  more  expensive  than  any  others 
in  the  colony. 

I  expect  to  be  called  upon  from  Boston  Lady-day  next ; 
but  propose  to  continue  my  labours  here,  with  neighbouring 
assistance,  till  May  or  June,  by  which  time  I  conceive  hopes 
the  Society  will  grant  me  a  dismission,  and  remove  Mr.  Lam- 
son  to  this  place.  In  regard  to  salary,  I  shall  not  presume 
to  draw  further  than  Lady-day  next,  till  I  have  the  Society's 
express  leave  how  far,  or  to  w^hat  term,  I  shall  be  indulged 
to  draw. 

The  people  of  Fairfield,  to  recommend  themselves  as  much 
as  possible  to  the  Society's  favour,  have,  upon  this  occasion, 
purchased  a  large  and  convenient  house,  with  suitable  accom- 
modations, for  a  parsonage  house,  worth  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  pounds  sterling,  and  have,  by  the  will  of  a  charita- 
ble person,  Mrs.  Jerusha  Sturges,  lately  deceased,  received 
an  addition  of  fifty  pounds  of  this  currency,  to  their  bank, 
which  I  formerly  made  mention  of.  I  hope,  upon  the  whole, 
their  honest  industry  and  zeal  will  engage  the  Society's  com- 
passion, and  the  continuance  of  their  favour,  in  supporting  a 
very  promising  mission. 

For  myself,  I  beg  leave  to  assure  the  Society  that  I  am 
Their  most  dutiful,  most  obedient 

And  most  humble  servant. 

Henky  Canee. 
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[Hev,  Mr,  Funderson  to  the  Secretary. —Extract. \  . 

iT.  Groton^  Septemler  29^A,  1747. 

Eeverend  and  dear  Sir, 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  venerable  Board,  that 
the  ministry  house  in  New-London  is  nearly  finished.  I 
have  contributed  something,  and  endeavoured  to  my  utmost 
to  forward  it. 

They  are  building  a  Church  in  Norwich,  the  largest  and 
most  flourishing  of  any  town  in  this  colony.  There  are  about 
thirty  families  of  conformists.  The  town  has  always  had  the 
character  of  the  most  rigid  Congregationalists  in  the  govern- 
ment. 'Tis  really  surprising  how  much  their  dispositions  are 
softened  toward  the  Church  ;  and,  indeed,  'tis  so  almost 
every  where. 

Eeverend  Sir,  yours,  and  the  Society's 

Most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Eben'k  Pundeeson. 


PHOTOGRAPH  CARDS, 

Sent  hy  Jflail—JPost  JPaid, 


PHOTOGRAPH  CARDS 

OF  THE 

BISHOPS  AND  CLERGY  OF  THE  PROT.  EPIS.  CHURCH. 

Price,  25  cents  each,  or  five  for  $1.00. 

JAMES  POTT, 
6  Cooper  Union,  Fourth  Avenue. 


n^nw.  ©WAHID©, 

FOR  PARLOR  USE. 

In  Black  Walnut,  Price  $5.00. 

These  Stands  are  so  arranged  as  to  hold  a  Bible  and  Prayer-Book,  and 
can  be  used  at  Family  Prayers,  or  they  can  be  used  in  the  Study  for  Reading- 
Stands  and  Writing-Desks. 

Address  orders  to 

JAMES  POTT, 
6  Cooper  Unions  Fourth  Avenue. 


NEW  EDITION"  OF 

C.  B.  TAYLOR'S  WORKS, 

In  Clotli,  Cents  eada. 

MARK  WILTON.— ANGEL'S  SONG. 

CLERGYMAN'S  LIFE.— EARNESTNESS. 

LEGENDS  AND  RECORDS.— LADY  MARY. 
MARGARET,  OR  THE  PEARL— TRUTH. 
THANKFULNESS.— GOOD  MAN'S  LIFE. 
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PARAPHRASE 


ST.  PAUL'S  1st  EPISTLE  TO  THE  CORINTHIANS, 

By  Eev.  F.  L.  Hawks,  D.  D.,  LL.  D. 
Half  Morocco,  gilt  edges,  at  $2.00. 

DOYLEY  8l  MANX'S  COMMENTARY, 

3  vols,  small  octavo,  Muslin,  at  $8.00. 

il.  irobintU's  ComuiEnlarg  on  t|«  f raier-faok, 

1  vol.  Muslin,  at  $3.00. 

y     EXPOSITION  OF  ST.  PAUL'S  EPISTLE  TO  THE  ROMANS, 

By  Rev.  M.  Dix,  D.  D  $0.90. 


Easter  Holidays  at  Cedar  Grove^ 

Muslin,  at  40  cents. 


ill  i¥  iilii  ies¥ 

Muslin,  at  60  cents. 


MISS  SEWALL'S  WORKS. 

THE  EAEL'S  DA.UGHTER,  12  mo.  cloth,  $1  00 

AMY  HEUBEKT,  do   1  OO 

GERTRUDE,  do   1  00 

LANETON  PARS0"!!TAGE,  8  vols,  cloth,   3  00 

MARGAUET  PERCIVAL,  2  vols.   "    2  00 

EXPERIEM<  E  OF  LIFE,  "    1  00 

KATHARINE  ASHTON,  2  vols.      "    2  00 

IVORS,  2  vols,  cloth   2  00 

URSULA,  2  vols,  cloth,   2  00 

CLEVE  HALL,  cloth   1  50 


MISS  YONGE'S  WORKS. 


vols,  cloth,  $2  00 

  2  00 

  2  00 


HEIR  OF  REDCLYFFE, 
HEARTSEASE,  do.  do. 

THE  DAISY  CHAIN,  do  do. 

THE  (JASTLE  BUILDERS,  cloth,  1  00 

RICHARD  THE  FEARLESS,    0  75 

THE  TWO  GUARDIANS,        "   1  00 

KENNETH,  "    1  00 

LANCES  OF  LINWOOD,         "    0  75 

DYNEVER  TERRACE,  2  vols,  cloth,   2  00 

BEECHCROFT,  cloth,   1  00 

HOPES  AND  FEARS,  2  vols,  cloth,  2  00 

YOUNG  STEPMOTHER,  2  vols,  cloth,  2  00 


Address  orders  to 


JAMES  r*OTT, 

5  Cooper  Union,  Fourth  Avenub,  N".  Y. 
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